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Circulars  and  Trice-lists. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist's  organisation  for  distributing 
trade  circulars  and  price-lists  as  insets  is  well  known  to 
be  effective  and  business-producing.  We  place  such  insets 
in  the  G.  <£•  D.  itself,  and  deliver  to  those  who  are  known 
to  be  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  of  all  kinds.  The  next 
occasion  on  which  we  can  receive  such  matters  for  inser- 
tion will  be  the  Summer  Issue  of  July  29,  1905.  The  Pub- 
lisher can  supply  printed  particulars  of  the  conditions  to 
be  observed  by  printers  in  preparing  insets  for  the  C.  Jb  D. 
and  the  terms  for  insertion  according  to  the  size  of  the 
insets.  Application  should  be  made  to  him  at  42  Canncn 
Street,  London.  E.C. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  grist  of  the  mire  important 
mattersin  th's  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  a'so  "Contents"  in  the  first 
column. 


This  American  and  Canadian  issuo  of  the  Chemist  and 
Druggist  will  help  to  make  our  transatlantic  confreres 
familiar  with  what  is  going  on  in  pharmacy  in  this  country 
and  elsewhere. 

Some  matters  in  the  issue  will  doubtless  appeal  to  them 
specially,  but  it  may  be  observed  that  our  first  object  is  to 
record  faithfully  and  concisely  those  happenings  in  the  drug- 
trade  that  are  of  direct  interest  to  pharmacists,  and  in  this 
connection  our  market  reports  are  in  high  repute  all  over  tho 
world  for  their  accuracy,  impartiality,  and  promptitude. 
No  department  of  pharmacy  and  its  allied  sciences  is 
neglected,  and  our  editorial  staff  of  pharmacists  has  the  co- 
operation of  experts,  who  combine  to  reflect  the  progress  of 
the  day  in  such  a  manner  that  business  men  can  keep  pace 
with  it  if  they  so  desire. 

A  Large  Section  of  this  number  is  occupied  by  reports  of 
the  meetings  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
held  in  London  this  week,  and  this  is  preceded  with  a  full 
summarv  of  the  proceedings  and  a  portrait  of  the  President 
(p.  766).' 

There  is  no  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Council,  the  seven  retiring  members  having  been  re- 
elected (p.  766). 

The  Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes  have  been  established 
in  the  United  Kingdom  by  Messrs.  Fairchild  Bros. 
&  Foster,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  S.  W.  Fairchild  took 
the  opportunity  of  a  visit  to  London  to  entertain  tho  trustees 
to  dinner.  Among  those  who  were  present  to  meet  them  were 
the  Presidents  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
and  Professor  Attfield,  F.R.S.  (p.  78?.). 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  has 
appointed  Mr.  George  Brown  to  bo  an  examiner  to  the 
society.  The  apothecaries-assistants'  case  has  lapsed,  and  tho 
Council  invites  another  upon  which  it  may  appeal  (p.  765). 

Messrs.  P.  W.  Squire  and  C.  M.  Caines  contribute  a  con- 
tinuation of  their  work  on  the  solubilities  of  chemicals,  deal- 
ing on  this  occasion  with  a  very  large  number  of  articles 
which  are  not  included  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  (p.  983). 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer's  work  in  promoting  greater  liberty  to 
chemical  and  pharmaceutical  manufacturers  in  the  use  of 
duty-free  alcohol  is  to  bo  recognised  next  week  by  a  banquet 
in  his  honour.  In  this  connection  we  point  out  the  signifi- 
cance of  Mr.  Tyrer's  service,  and  may  add  here  that  the 
British  Committee's  report  is  likely  to  influence  favourably 
aspirations  in  the  same  direction  in  the  United  States 
(p.  719).  ..  .  _ 

One  of  the  simplest  explanations  of  many  difficulties  in 
dispensing  is  based  upon  the  theory  of  hydrolysis.  Mr.  R.  C. 
Cowley,  of  Liverpool,  gives  an  excellent  resume  of  our  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  in  an  article  which  is  printed  on  p.  792, 
and  this  is  followed  by  examples  from  the  dispensing  counter 
contributed  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt. 

A  Colonial  and  Indian  Exhibition,  which  was  opened  at 
Crystal  Palace  last  week,  has  given  us  the  opportunity  of 
tracing  to  their  source  a  number  of  drug-staples.  The  notes 
on  the  matter  will  be  found  on  p.  764. 

A  Bile  Beans  action  has  been  started  in  the  Court  of 
Session.  The  defendant  (an  Edinburgh  chemist)  appears  to 
be  highly  indignant  that  the  Bile  Beans  Co.  shouicl  interfere 
with  him  selling  's  Bile  Beans,  and  has  offered  to  adver- 
tise that  he  does  not  sell  theirs  (p.  794). 

Full  Particulars  are  now  given  cf  the  attempt  made  by 
the  medical  members  of  the  O.E'.C.  Medical  and  Pharmacy 
Council  to  require  all  poisonous  proprietaries  to  bear  the 
name  and  quantity  of  the  poison  on  the  labels.  We  show  that 
the  terms  of  the  Ordinance  do  not  authorise  the  imposition  of 
such  a  condition  upon  chemists,  although  it  may  be  required 
of  genc-val  dealers  (p.  778). 

Mr.  Francis  Yates,  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  of  Great  Britain,  died  last  week.  Mr.  Yates  was 
an  alumnus  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and  was  associated  with 
the  London  wholesale  drug-trade  for  forty  years  (p.  786). 

Mr.  Batty  Langley,  M.P..  who  is  understood  to  act  for 
Messrs.  Boots  in  Pharmacy  Bill  matters,  has  had  a  confab, 
with  Mr.  Newsholme,  which  seems  significant  (p.  759). 

Quinine  has  been  reduced  a  further  ^d.  by  makers,  and 
other  price  alterations  include  an  advance  in  fenugreek, 
Japan  wax,  Jamaica  ginger,  neroli  oil.  and  thymol.  German 
refined  camphor,  castor  oil,  golden  seal,  copper  sulphate,  and 
chloroform  are  all  easier  (p.  802). 
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Corner  for  Stuoents, 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 

Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication.  The 
reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not  to  be 
dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis  foe,  Junior  Students. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases  occur- 
ring in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  submitted 
to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents 
are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
{accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  May  23,  and 
the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  June  3. 
Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the  work 
done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents  detected. 
In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental  im- 
purity should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  con- 
stituents of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Special  Notice. — The  prizes  in  this  series  of  analyses 
will  be  awarded  only  to  apprentices  or  assistants  who  are 
preparing  for  the  Qualifying  examination  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  or  of  Ireland,  which  fact 
must  be  attested  on  their  reports.  Others  may  obtain 
specimens  of  the  mixture  of  salts,  and  their  reports  will 
be  separately  adjudicated,  but  they  will  be  regarded  as 
h'ors  concours.  Correspondents  who  do  not  state  that  they 
are  preparing  for  a  qualifying  examination  will  be  included 
in  the  latter  list. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Slough  Urban.  District  Council  has  appointed  Mr. 
W.  Dawson  to  be  chemist  to  the  Council  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  shop-window  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Filmer.  chemist  and 
druggist,  King  Street,  Plymouth,  was  smashed  on  May  12 
by  a  runaway  pony  and  trap. 

The  public  analyst  of  Bethnal  Green  during  the  past 
quarter  examined  three  samples  of  cocaine  and  three 
samples  of  liquorice-powder,  and  found  all  genuine. 

Claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Preston 
should  be  lodged  on  or  before  June  13  with  Messrs.  West- 
bury,  Preston  &  Stavridi,  solicitors,  40  Old  Broad  Street, 
E.C. 

The  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  is  to  meet  at 
the  College,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.,  on  June  7,  at  12  noon, 
to  elect  nine  members  of  Council,  and  the  fact  has  been 
duly  gazetted. 

At  Wakefield  County  Court  on  May  9  Mr.  Charles  S. 
Fletcher,  chemist  and  druggist,  Belle  Vue,  Wakefield, 
obtained  judgment  against  Andrew  Walker  for  5?.  4s.  Id. 
for  goods  supplied. 

Percy  Whitworth,  described  as  a  chemist,  carrying  on 
business  at  117  Hessle  Road,  Hull,  attempted  to  commit 
suicide  with  laudanum  on  May  11.  He  was  conveyed  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  and  recovered. 

Daniel  Woolley  (55),  of  103  Buxton  Road.  Stockport, 
committed  suicide  on  May  7  by  hanging  himself.  Deceased 
was  the  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Daniel  Woolley,  chemist,  of  Mill- 
gate,  Stockport,  to  whose  business  he  succeeded. 


The  Local  Government  Board  object  to  the  Chelsea  Public 
Analyst  describing  milk  and  butter  as  "genuine,  inferior" 
or  "  inferior."  The  sale  of  milk  regulations,  they  point  out, 
scarcely  permit  such  terms,  as  they  fix  absolute  minimum 
standards. 

At  Eckington  Petty  Sessions,  cn  May  15,  four  men 
were  fined  Is.  and  costs,  and  4s.  damage  each,  for  damaging 
a  garden-hose  and  other  property  (value  15s.)  at  Brad- 
way,  Norton,  belonging  to  Mr.  Albert  R.  Fox,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Sheffield. 

The  ''Builder  "of  May  13  contains  a  supplement  devoted 
to  the  house  at  Enfield.  Middlesex,  which  Messrs.  Alfred  H. 
Hart  and  P.  L.  Waterhouse  have  designed  for  Mr. 
Frederick  W.  Fletcher,  F.C.S.  The  original  drawing 
figures  in  the  architectural  room  of  the  Royal  Academy. 

Seeing  her  husband,  Frederick  Charles  Brooke,  a  chemist, 
of  72  Silchester  Road,  Notting  Hill,  with  a  bottle  of  poison 
in  his  hand,  Mrs.  Brooke  knocked  it  away,  but  he  seized 
another,  which  a  neighbour  knocked  out  of  his  hand. 
Brooke  was  on  May  15  bound  over  at  West  London  Police 
Court  on  a  charge  of  attempted  suicide. 

L.C.C.  Matters. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  May  16 
the  Asylum  Committee  reported  having  accepted  the  follow- 
ing tenders  for  twelve  months  :  Disinfectants,  Middleton 
Bros.,  353/.  12s.  2d.;  drugs,  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
Ltd..  at  45^  per  cent,  off  catalogue  prices;  druggists'  sun- 
dries (as  selected),  Burgoyne.  Burbidges  &  Co.,  at  26^  per 
cent,  off  catalogue  prices,  and  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  at  15  per 
cent,  off  catalogue  prices.  Photographic  goods  :  P.O. P.. 
Houghtons,  Ltd.,  at  33£  per  cent,  off  catalogue  prices;  all 
other  requirements,  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  at  12£  per 
cent,  off  catalogue  prices. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  estimates  for  the  chemists  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1905-6  were  passed.  The  estimate  con- 
tained the  following  figures  for  wages  and  salaries  :  The 
chemist.  1.100/.;  chief  assistant,  600/.;  chief  clerk,  400/.; 
five  assistants,  first  class  (upper  section),  1,385/. ;  three  ditto, 
ditto  (lower  section).  660/.;  four  ditto,  second  class, 
712/.  10s.  ;  one  ditto,  third  class,  140/.  ;  one  ditto,  fourth 
class,  100/.:  one  temporary  assistant  at  40s. ,  104/.;  one 
laboratorv  attendant  at  14.?.,  36/.  8s.  ;  one  messenger  at  o0s., 
78/. ;  total  5,315/.  18s. 

Advertising  Agents'  Association. 
The  inaugural  dinner  of  the  Association  of  Advertising 
Agents  was  held  last  week  at  the  Trocadero  Restaurant, 
Piccadillv,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Wann,  C.C. 
\mon°-  those  present  were  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Campbell.  Mr. 
T   pVComior,  M.P..  Mr.  H.  O.  Crowther,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Benson.  Mr.  George  Weddell  ("  Cerebos  "),  and  Mr.  C.  T. 
Kingzett  ("Sanitas").    The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the 
toast  of  '-Advertising."  said  that  no  fewer  than  71,000 
people  are  dependent  in  some  form  or  another  on  adver- 
tising in  the  British  Isles.    The  toast  was  responded  to  by 
Mr.  George  Weddell  and  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P. 
Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 
A  Council  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  St.  Bride's 
Institute.  Bride  Lane,  E.G.,  on  May  17,  when  the  following 
members  were  elected  :  Mr.  D.  W.  E.  Barker,  Horsham; 
Mr  J  I  Bernard,  Dublin  ;  Mr.  O.  W.  Evans,  Birmingham  ; 
Mr  W  T  Frost,  Worthing  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford,  Blackburn  ; 
Mr  A.  Grimble.  Boston  ;  Mr.  G.  Head,  Deal ;  Mr.  G.  Innes, 
Edinburgh:  Mr.  E.  L.  Jones,  Aberayron ;  Mr.  B.  J.  Kent, 
Boston:  Mr.  H.  S.  Lawton.  Malvern;  Mr.  A.  C.  Loton, 
Dublin;  Mr.  H.  Mitchell.  Forest  Gate;  Mr.  C.  S.  Spiers, 
Surbiton;  Mr.  R.  H.  Shields,  St,  Albans;  Mr.  T.  S.  Stonier, 
North  Shields:  Mr.  C.  E.  Stuart,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  Mr. 
C  O  Wain.  Haslingden.    Mr.  E.  Corner,  Richmond  was 
elected  an  assistant  of  the  Society.    The  Council  completed 
arrangements  for  the  first  annual  meeting,  which  is  to  be 
held  on  May  51. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

At  the  Corporation  Horse  Parade  on  May  13  many  enter- 
prising trades,  and  some  connected  with  chemistry  and 
pharmacy,  were  represented. 

Mr  Standlev  Belcher,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  left 
Messrs.  Philip' Harris  &  Co..  Ltd..  of  Edmund  Street,  of 
whose  scientific-apparatus  department  he  has  been  manager 
for  many  years. 
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The  local  association  have  discussed  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  counterblast  should  be  issued  to  the  allegations  of 
Mr.  Boot,  but  it  has  been  considered  best  to  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Bloomsbury  Council. 

Very  little  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  Council 
election.  Several  pharmacists  have  even  refrained  from 
paying  their  subscriptions  in  order  to  save  themselves  the 
onus  of  voting.  It  is  generally  considered  that  Birming- 
ham's representative  will  be  again  elected. 

The  licensing  law  is  perplexing  magistrates  and  the 
lawyers.  Mr.  Marshall  Hall.  K.C..  so  perplexed  Mr.  Chance 
in  Court  the  other  day  that  he  exclaimed  :  "  I  am  beginning 
to  doubt  who  I  am  !  "  "  A  temperance  drink  worth  drink- 
ing is  urgently  needed,"  said  Mr.  Marshall  Hall  in  the  same 
Court;  "it  would  do  more  for  temperance  in  a  week  than 
legislation  has  done  in  a  century/'  An  enterprising  phar- 
macist might  invent  a  teetotal  tipple  for  legists. 

Professional  Jealousy. 
At  North  London  Police  Court  on  May  15,  Mr.  Fordham 
was  engaged  for  a  long  time  in  settling  a  dispute  between 
rival  doctors  in  the  Kingsland  Road.  Adolph  Littfack.  an 
apothecary,  of  307  Kingsland  Road,  N.,  was  summoned  for 
assaulting  Ivan  Krapottkin.  The  evidence,  which  was  in- 
terpreted to  the  parties,  showed  that  Littfack  and  his 
brother  have  an  "Electrical  and  Magnetic  Institute,"  and 
Krapottkin  (according  to  an  advertisement  in  a  foreign 
paper)  has  a  medical  institute  close  by.  A  feud  had  sprung 
up  between  the  parties,  and  it  was  alleged  that  Krapottkin 
wrote  an  insulting  card  and  used  insulting  language  to  the 
Littfacks.  On  May  6  they  all  met  in  a  Kingsland  barber's 
shop,  there  were  recriminations,  some  pushing,  and  Kra- 
pottkin sustained  a  swollen  lip,  which  was  the  basis  of  the 
charge.  Dr.  Krapottkin,  under  cross-examination,  said  he 
bad  three  foreign  degrees;  and  Adolph  Littfack  described 
himself  as  a  chemist,  and  then  said  he  had  qualified  as  an 
apothecary  in  Germany.  Henry  Littfack  said  he  had  no 
degrees,  but  practised  cures  by  electricity  and  magnetism. 
He  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  diplomas.  Mr.  Fordham, 
after  hearing  both  sides,  said  the  dispute  arose  out  of  pro- 
fessional jealousy,  and  dismissed  the  summons. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

The  "Spanish  prisoner"  swindler  has  been  devoting  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  Sheffield  recently,  and  among 
the  latest  to  be  honoured  by  his  attention  is  a  prominent 
local  pharmacist.  The  amount  which  is  awaiting  him  at 
a  London  bank  is  39,000/..  and  the  care  of  the  poor 
prisoner's  only  daughter  (the  pharmacist's  niece),  and  a 
little  on  account  for  expenses  is  all  that  is  required  in 
exchange. 

The  post-bag  of  one  of  our  local  medicos  contained,  one 
morning  this  week,  two  items  of  interest  to  pharmacists. 
One  was  a  copy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  circular  re 
Boots'  advertisement  and  the  "  Times."  and  the  second 
was  a  sample  of  glycero-phosphate  of  lime  as  a  nerve-tonic, 
from  Paris,  with  a  neat  descriptive  pamphlet  by  a 
"  Pharmacien  de  ler  classe."  The  package  was  labelled 
"Sample  of  no  value!"  and  the  advertising-matter  set 
forth,  among  other  things,  that  the  article  was  "pre- 
pared in  three  shapes — syrup,  granulated,  and  in  wafer- 
cachets.'  The  tonic  is  also  said  to  take  the  place  of  {inter 
alia)  "  arsenicate  of  soda." 

Sheffield  was  en  fete  on  May  11,  when  Princess  Henry  of 
Battenberg  unveiled  the  statue  of  Queen  Victoria.  Interest- 
ing as  were  the  various  items  of  the  day's  programme  (writes 
our  correspondent)  a  little  incident  which  occurred  during 
the  reception  at  the  Town  Hall  was  perhaps  of  greater 
interest  still  to  pharmacists.  Mr.  Newsholme  was  amongst 
the  guests,  and  to  him  Mr.  Batty  Langley,  M.P.  (one  of  the 
blockers  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill),  was  observed  making  his 
way.  Mr.  Newsholme  apparently  received  the  recalcitrant 
M.P.  in  a  beautiful  spirit  of  Christian  forbearance,  and 
both  were  soon  so  deeply  immersed  in  conversation  as  to  be 
oblivious  to  their  gay  surroundings.  They  had  quite  a  long 
talk.  Mr.  Newsholme  certainly  looked  no  less  cheerful  on 
parting  from  the  enemy  than  he  did  before.  Was  this  the 
first  scene  of  Act  1  of  a  new  piece  ? 

Why  not  a  Chemist? 

The  Swansea  Corporation  Sub-Committee,  on  May  15, 
considered  the  question  of  providing  a  sterilised  milk  depot, 


but  first  of  all  decided  that  inquiries  be  made  as  to  whether 
a  milk  vendor  could  be  got  to  sterilise  his  milk. 

New  Associations. 

Following  up  the  suggestion  made  at  the  recent  dinner 
of  Bath  chemists,  a  circular  has  been  issued  urging  the 
formation  of  a  local  association  of  chemists,  chemists' 
assistants,  and  apprentices.  A  meeting  is  called  for 
May  18,  at  ths  Technical  Schools,  at  8.30  p.m.,  to  consider 
the  proposal.  The  signatories  to  the  circular  are  Messrs. 
H.  Coe,  A.  H.  Cooper.  D.  A.  Evans,  W.  J.  Hallett, 
J.  G.  H.  Hawes,  E.  W.  Loveless,  F.  S.  Moore,  A.  C. 
Olds,  J.  J.  Partington,  H.  K.  Pryke,  J.  W.  Sampson, 
A.  L.  Snow.  H.  J.  Thomas.  E.  Whiston,  and  L.  Wilson. 

The  Brighton  Junior  Pharmacy  Club  has  now  been  formed 
with  Mr.  E.  Shilton  as  President  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Palmer 
Treasurer.  It  is  promoted  for  the  purpose  of  social  and 
scientific  intercourse  between  chemists'  assistants  and  others 
interested  in  meclicine  and  pharmacy.  Permanent  rooms 
have  been  taken,  and  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Mr.  E.  Jones 
(81  St,  James's  Street,  Brighton)  and  Mr.  O.  D.  Holmes 
(140a  Western  Road,  Brighton),  have  issued  a  circular  ask- 
ing for  donations  to  help  the  good  work. 

The  Trunk  Tragedy. 

The  inquest  on  the  bodies  of  the  wife  and  twin  babies  of 
the  chemist  Devereux  was  resumed  at  Kilburn  on  May  11. 
In  the  course  of  his  evidence  Sergeant  Cole,  who  arrested 
Devereux  in  Alderman  Bird's  shop  at  Coventry,  said  that 
Devereux  before  being  brought  to  London  wished  to  write 
a  statement.  He  was  told  to  wait  until  he  got  to  London, 
when  he  wrote  and  signed  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that 
on  returning  from  a  walk  he  found  his  wife  (with  whom  he 
had  quarrelled  violently  before  leaving)  and  the  twins  dead. 
He  missed  some  poisons — chloroform  and  morphine — which 
he  always  kept  in  a  writing-desk.  The  room  smelt  strongly 
of  chloroform,  so  he  concluded  that  the  dead  woman  had 
chloroformed  the  children  and  herself  and  probably  also 
taken  morphine.  Rather  than  face  an  inquest  he  decided 
to  conceal  the  bodies  in  a  trunk.  This  he  did,  and  he  ex- 
plained to  the  officer  in  the  train  that  there  was  no  fear  of 
smell  from  the  trunk  as  he  had  glued  down  the  inside  wooden 
lid,  and  "the  glue  was  treated  with  boric  acid  which  pre- 
vented fungus  from  growing,  which  would  have  allowed 
the  smell  to  come  through."  Mrs.  Gregory,  Devereux's 
mother-in-law,  in  the  course  of  her  evidence,  said  that 
Devereux  committed  forgery  at  Ramsgate  and  got  nine 
months'  imprisonment  (see  G.  <!•  1).,  May  30,  1903.  p.  858  ; 
and  Inspector  Pollard,  who  detailed  the  discovery  of  the 
crime,  said  that  although  Alderman  Bird  described 
Devereux  as  one  of  the  best  assistants  he  ever  had,  other 
employers  said  he  was  lazy.  While  in  employment  at  a 
Kilburn  chemist's  shop,  Devereux  carried  on  a  series  of 
frauds.  By  pretending  to  be  a  domestic  servant  in  search 
of  a  situation,  he  answered  advertisements  in  the  name  of 
"  Annie  Smith  "  and  induced  people  in  Bristol  and  the  West 
of  England  to  send  him  railway  fares.  He  had  been  "  very 
much  wanted "  since  1903.  When  arrested  at  Ramsgate 
Devereux  had  on  him  a  loaded  revolver  and  a  phial  of 
morphine  pills.  While  perpetrating  his  frauds  at  Ramsgate 
Devereux  used  the  name  of  his  brother-in-law,  Sidney 
Gregory,  a  chemist's  assistant,  who  had  since  disappeared. 
The  inquiry  was  adjourned,  the  Coroner  intimating  that  he 
had  not  then  received  the  result  of  the  analysis  from  Sir 
Thomas  Stevenson;  but  on  the  following  day  (May  12)  at 
Harlesden  Police  Court,  Mr.  Bodkin,  who,  on  behalf  of  the 
Treasury,  is  prosecuting  Devereux  for  murder,  told  what 
the  Home  Office  expert  had  found.  In  the  body  of  Mrs. 
Devereux  there  was  discovered  1.12  grain  of  lorphine. 
equivalent. to  1.4  grain  of  soluble  salt  of  morphine.  This 
was  found  in  all  parts  of  the  body  examined.  Morphine 
in  smaller  quantities,  but  in  doses  sufficiently  large  to  kill, 
was  also  found  in  the  bodies  of  each  of  the  children.  In 
the  course  of  his  opening  statement  Mr.  Bodkin  commented 
on  the  fact  that  the  prisoners  own  statement  showed  that  he 
was  in  possession  of  poisons,  that  he  had  quarrelled  with 
his  wife  cn  that  very  day — one  of  a  series  of  quarrels — and 
that  he  proceeded  to  conceal  the  bodies  that  same  night,  The 
poisons  were  kept  in  a  locked  desk,  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence that  the  desk  had  been  tampered  with  or  that  the  key 
was  missing.    As  to  the  suggestion  that  the  woman  had 
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poisoned  herself  with  chloroform,  there  were  few  poisons 
which  were  more  difficult  to  administer.  Morphine  could 
be  more  easily  administered.  Among  those  who  gave  evi- 
dence at  the  trial  on  May  13  was  Mr.  Frederick  George 
Turner,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kilburn,  N.W.  Mr.  Turner 
said  he  advertised  in  May  1904  for  an  assistant.  Devereux 
replied.  He  believed  copies  of  the  testimonials  were  en- 
closed in  the  first  letter.  He  engaged  him  at  21.  a  week,  out- 
doors. He  had  charge  of  a  branch,  and  was  with  witness 
until  January  19C5.  He  behaved  himself  fairly  well,  and 
seemed  a  skilled  dispenser.  Witness  parted  with  him 
because  he  neglected  the  business.  Witness  wrote  to  the 
address  of  one  of  the  testimonials,  and  got  a  reply  saying 
that  the  prisoner  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  person 
addressed  for  four  years,  and  was  quick  and  capable.  This 
had  been  found  by  the  police  to  be  a  false  testimonial.  Mr. 
Hedley  E.  Dwelly,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Acton  Lane, 
N.W.,  gave  evidence  that  on  February  4  the  prisoner  pur- 
chased from  him  a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid.  At  the  resumed 
inquest,  on  May  17,  Sir  Thomas  Stevenson  said  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  mother  must  have  had  4  grains  of  mor- 
phine in  her  body  at  the  time  of  death.  The  jury  found 
Devereux  guilty  of  wilful  murder,  and  he  was  committed 
for  trial  on  the  Coroner's  warrant. 

Cricket. 

A  match  was  played  at  Leeds  cn  May  16  between  teams 
representing  the  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Leeds 
chemists.  A  pleasant  game  resulted  in  a  win  for  the  College 
by  63  runs  to  53.  Shuttleworth  scored  29  for  the  winners, 
and  Shuter  15  for  the  chemists. 

London  College  Cricket  Club. — The  first  match  of  the 
season  (Captain  Cartledge's  XI.  v.  Vice-Captain  Abel's  XI.) 
was  played  at  Nunhead  on  May  13,  and  it  resulted  in  a  win 
for  the  captain's  eleven  by  99  against  61  runs.  The  principal 
contributors  were  the  Bros.  Abel  (12  each),  Alford  and 
Cartledge  (14  each),  Browning  (20),  and  Watt  (44). 

A  cricket  match  was  started  at  Aylestone  Park.  Leicester, 
on  May  11,  between  the  Leicester  and  Leicestershire 
Chemists'  C.C.  and  the  Leicester  doctors,  but  owing  to  rain 
coming  on  badly  it  was  abandoned.  Meanwhile  the 
chemists,  who  had  first  innings,  had  made  86,  the  highest 
scorers  being  :  J.  H.  Miles  (14) ;  C.  A.  Forryan  (11)  ;  and 
G.  E.  Marfitt  (not  out  39). 

The  Week's  Poisoimgs. 

One  of  the  ten  fatalities  from  poisons  that  have  taken 
place  during  the  past  week  was  a  misadventure.  At  Swansea 
Mrs.  Lewis,  wife  of  the  manager  of  the  South  Wales 
Canister  Co.,  obtained  three  pennyworth  of  laudanum  from 
Frederick  Arthur  Hayes,  assistant  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies, 
chemist,  Swansea,  about  a  fortnight  before  the  death,  saying 
that  it  was  for  outward  application.  The  Coroner's  jury 
thought  Mrs.  Lewis  must  have  taken  an  overdose  in  mis- 
take.— The  inquest  on  the  boy  Scott,  who  died  at  York 
after  taking  (with  about  twenty  other  children)  some  black 
stuff  they  thought  was  "  Spanish,"  showed  that  death  was 
due  to  belladonna-poisoning.  The  children  found  the 
poison  in  a  box  lying  in  a  field,  and  the  Coroner  said  that 
whoever  lost  or  threw  away  the  box  containing  such  a  deadly 
poison  was  guilty  of  disgraceful  negligent e. — A  Sheffield 
man,  named  Wade,  was  found  dead  in  a  Hastings  hotel 
with  a  bottle  of  morphine  and  a  hypodermic  syringe  by 
his  side. — A  Coroner's  jury  at  Southampton  returned  a 
verdict  of  fclo  do  sc  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Arthur  Cousins, 
who  poisoned  himself  with  potassium  cyanide. — An  un- 
known man  committed  suicide  in  Kensington  Gardens  by 
taking  oxalic  acid. — A  woman,  named  Nicholls,  poisoned 
herself  at  Cawsand,  near  Plymouth,  with  rat-poison. — Car- 
bolic acid  was  taken  with  suicidal  intent  by  Mrs.  Janet  Rose, 
of  Stockton,  and  by  Ellen  Ruth  King,  of  Grimsby. — Two 
unscheduled  poisons  were  used  for  suicidal  purposes — am- 
monia and  hydrochloric  acid.  The  former  was  taken  by 
Elizabeth  Ann  Dimond,  of  Plymouth,  and  the  latter  by 
Bertha  Ann  Oakley,  of  Wolverhampton. 


During  1904  the  exports  of  native  ginsing  from  New- 
ehwang  amounted  to  1,161  cwt.,  compared  with  2.592  cwt. 
during  1903.  Although  these  figures  show  a  decline  of  more 
than  one-half  in  quantity,  the  value,  32,700/.,  increased  some- 
what. 


3risb  mews. 

Local  newspaper*  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  tha  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editc  . 


The  Apothe3aries'  Certificate. 

At  a  general  court  of  members  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
of  Ireland,  held  at  40  Mary  Street,  Dublin,  on  May  12,  the 
following  resolution  was  p'assed  :  "  That  we,  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland,  hereby 
place  on  record  our  firm  resolve  to  uphold  the  validity  of  any 
certificate  signed  and  issued  in  our  name." 

Business  Change. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Fielding,  F.C.S.,  F.S.M.C.,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  late  manager  of  the  Cork  Chemical  &  Drug  Co., 
Ltd.,  is  about  to  open  business  for  himself  at  66 'Patrick 
Street,  Cork. 

Personal. 

Sir  James  Haslett  is  making  satisfactory  progress  towards 
recovery. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Dobbin,  L.P.S.I.,  of  Messrs.  W.  Dobbin  & 
Co.,  Belfast,  has  been  elected  a  churchwarden  of  St.  Bar- 
nabas', Duncairn  Gardens. 

The  Empties  Trouble. 

One  of  the  most  vexatious  features  in  connection  with 
Irish  drug-contracts  in  recent  years  is  the  trouble  to  which 
contractors  are  put  in  getting  back  the  empties.  In  some 
instances  these  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Guardians  for  two 
or  three  years  after  the  contract  expires,  and  the  trouble  to 
which  firms  are  in  some  cases  put  in  getting  back  their 
empties  is  almost  incredible.  At  the  present  time  several 
contractors  are  in  correspondence  w-ith  Boards  of  Guardians 
relative  to  the  non-return  of  the  empties.  Messrs.  John 
Clarke  &  Co.,  late  contractors  to  the  Ardee  Union,  claim 
that  11.  3s.  7c?.  is  owing  to  them,  but  the  Guardians  state 
in  reply  that  the  empties  are  there  and  the  contractors  must 
themselves  arrange  for  taking  them  away. 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.  and"  Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe, 
both  ex-contractors  to  the  Edenderry  Union,  are  endeavour- 
ing to  get  their  empties.  Messrs.  Clarke  state  that  the 
Board  owes  them  12/.  7s.  Id.,  while  the  amount  claimed  by 
the  other  firm  is  15/.  17s.  8d. 

Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  Dublin,  have  written  to  the 
Gorey  Guardians  again  calling  attention  to  their  account 
for  empties  supplied  to  the  Union  under  the  contract  ter- 
minating in  March,  1904.  Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.  wrote 
on  the  same  matter.  The  Clerk  said  that  the  empties  had 
been  returned,  but  not  acknowledged.  In  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Clarke  it  was  decided  to  return  the  empties  pro- 
vided the  firm  paid  the  carriage. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Drogheda  Guardians  Messrs. 
Thacker  &  Hoffe  applied  for  the  balance  of  the  account 
due  to  them.  The  Clerk  said  it  amounted  to  15/.  4s.,  and 
he  had  a  cheque  made  cut  for  that,  but  the  amount  of  the 
unreturned  empties  was  8/.  18s.  2d. 

Financiers. 

Mr.  Henry  Conyngham  and  Sir  Thomas  Robinson.  J. P., 
the  two  managing  directors  of  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robin- 
son, Ltd.,  Dublin,  have  been  elected  members  of  two 
Finance  Committees — Mr.  Conyngham  as  member  of  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Irish  International  Exhibition, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  J. P.,  as  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Kingstown  Urban  District  Council. 


Scotcb  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  tha  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Public  lVct'ce. 
Any  claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Robinson,  28  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, should  be  lodged  with  Alexander.  Jubb  &  Taylor, 
190  West  George  Street,  Glasgow,  by  May  22. 

Golf. 

Some  members  of  the  Golf  Club  in  connection  with 
Messrs.  Gibson  &  Co.,  chemists,  Edinburgh,  played  an  en- 
joyable round  over  Portobello  Golf  links  on  May  16.    It  was 
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a  double  foursome  (Captain  versus  Secretary),  and  resulted 
in  a  win  for  the  Captain  by  one  hole. 

To  Increass  the  Profits  ! 

At  the  mid-quarterly  meeting  of  the  Dunfermline  Co- 
operative Society  held  cn  May  8,  Mr.  George  Wright,  the 
Chairman,  said  the  committee  had  been  considering  what 
new  department  they  would  institute  in  the  recently 
acquired  property  in  Queen  Anne  Street.  They  had  looked 
into  the  balance-sheets  of  societies  which  run  a  chemist  and 
druggist's  business  and  found  that  the  profits  derived  from 
that  source  were  much  larger  than  from  any  ordinary  de- 
partment. Power  was  granted  to  the  committee  to  open  a 
chemist's  shop  or  any  other  thought  desirable. 

Glasgow  Notas. 

There  are  already  prospects  of  a  good  turn-out  of  Glasgow 
pharmacists  at  the  joint  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Associa- 
tions' excursion  to  Leadhills  on  June  21. 

A  proposal  is  before  the  Town  Council  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  analyist  to  test  the  quality  of  materials,  such  as 
paints,  supplied  by  contract  for  Corporation  purposes. 

On  May  11,  Miss  Thomson,  who  has  been  for  the  past  six 
years  on  the  office  staff  of  Mr.  James  Taylor,  wholesale 
druggist,  132  Trongate,  and  is  getting  married,  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  on  behalf  of  the  staff,  with 
a  dinner  set  and  pair  of  vases. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  local  Chemists'  Trade 
Association  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  fixed  dispensing 
tariff  for  certain  proprietaries,  specialities,  etc.,  recom- 
mended by  the  Council.  Steps  are  to  be  taken  forthwith  to 
secure  the  signed  adhesion  to  the  list  of  all  chemists  in  busi- 
ness in  Glasgow  and  the  district. 

The  Glasgow  District  Bowling  Competition  is  open  to 
chemists  in  and  within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles  of  Glasgow, 
and  first  and  second  prizes  will  this  year  be  given  by  Mr. 
Robert  McAdam.  Those  desirous  of  entering  for  the  ties 
will  please  send  names  and  addresses  to  Mr.  J.  Walker, 
32  Virginia  Street,  Glasgow,  not  later  than  June  1. 


South  Sfrican  iRews. 


The  Bloemfontein  branch  of  Lennons,  Ltd.,  had  a  narrow 
escape  of  being  burnt  out  on  Sunday  evening,  April  23. 
Fire  broke  out  in  one  of  the  offices  immediately  over  their 
store.  Fortunately  the  fire  brigade  was  promptly  on  the 
scene,  and  the  building  was  saved. 

S.V.M.  Exi'LODES. — A  peculiar  accident  occurred  at  the 
shop  of  Messrs.  Warren  Bros.,  chemists,  in  Field  Street, 
Durban,  on  April  19.  A  loud  explosion  was  heard,  and  on 
investigation  it  was  found  that  a  partly  filled  methylated- 
spirit  cask  had  burst.  A  young  apprentice  named  Robinson 
had  his  skull  fractured,  and  his  head  and  face  were  severely 
cut  by  splinters  of  wood.  A  trepanning  operation  had  to  be 
performed.  It  is  supposed  that  the  spirit  exploded  through 
ignition. 


Jfrencb  Ittews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

Viewing  the  Waters. — Among  the  visits  paid  by  the 
English  doctors  to  France  was  one  to  Vichy.  The  party 
arrived  there  on  Sunday,  May  14,  and  were  entertained  to 
a  banquet  at  the  Casino.  M.  Fere,  general  manager  of  the 
Compagnie  Fermiere  de  l'Etat.  presided,  and  speeches  were 
delivered  by  Sir  William  Broadbent.  the  Mayor  of  Vichy. 
Dr.  Jardet  (President  of  the  Vichy  Medical  Society),  and 
other  medical  men.  After  the  banquet  a  gala  performance 
was  given  in  honour  of  the  visitors  in  the  Salle  du  Theatre. 
Monday  morning  was  occupied  in  visiting  the  thermal  estab- 
lishment of  the  Compagnie  Fermiere.  the  springs  of  Celestins 
and  L'Hopital,  the  packing  station,  the  pastille-factory, 
and  filling  of  Grandgrille  and  L'Hopital  waters  into  bottles. 

A  Congress  of  Muttjalist  Pharmacists  was  held  in 
Lyons  last  week  at  the  Hotel  des  Societe  Mutualists.  rue  de 
Tunisie.  Out  of  the  twenty-five  mutual  pharmacies  existing 
in  France  twenty-two  were  represented.  M.  Simonnet,  of 
the  Mutualist  Union  of  the  Rhone  department,  presided. 
The  Vice-Presidents  were  MM.  Chaston,  of  Marseilles,  and 


Miette,  of  Puteaux.  M.  Pellault,  of  Lyons,  acted  as  General 
Secretary,  assisted  by  MM.  Beroux,  of  Roanne,  and  Fructus. 
of  Avignon,  while  M.  Sennelier,  of  St.  Ouen,  was 
"rapporteur."  M.  Augagneur,  Professor  at  the  Mixed 
Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  and  Mayor  of  Lyons, 
received  the  delegates,  and  was  named  Honorary  President 
of  the  Congress.  The  Congressists  visited  the  two  mutual- 
ist pharmacies  which  exist  at  Lyons — rue  de  la  Martiniere, 
in  the  silk-weaving  quarter,  and  rue  Vendome,  "over  the 
Surrey  side  "  of  the  Rhone — and  then  settled  down  to  dis- 
cussion. 

An  Amalgamation. — A  congress  of  pharmacists  was  held 
at  Paris  on  May  7,  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  combina- 
tion of  the  various  pharmaceutical  organisations  in  France. 
Three  syndicates  were  represented  :  that  of  the  great  com- 
mercial pharmacies  of  France,  that  of  the  great  French 
pharmacies,  and  the  General  Syndicate  of  the  great  phar- 
macies of  France  and  of  the  Colonies.  After  a  very  long 
discussion  it  was  decided  to  combine  these  syndicates  into 
one  federation  under  the  name  of  the  "  Federation  General? 
des  Pharmacies  Commerciales  de  France."  This  Federa- 
tion has  for  its  aims  the  bringing  about  of  all  reforms 
desired  by  pharmacists.  In  the  evening  the  congressists 
dined  together  in  Notta's  rooms.  M.  Dubief,  Minister  of 
Commerce,  was  to  have  presided,  but  was  unable  to  be 
present,  being  represented  by  M.  Bailly  (his  chief  assistant). 
After  dessert,  speeches  were  made  by  MM.  Marill  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Congress),  Brunot.  Gcetz,  Metadier  (President 
of  the  three  federated  syndicates),  and  lastly  by  M.  Bailly. 
In  his  remarks  M.  Bailly  expressed  the  hope  that  the  law 
presented  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  by  M.  Astier  (deputy 
of  Ardeche),  and  destined  to  replace  the  disused  law  of 
Germinal  (year  Xi)  regulating  pharmacy,  will  soon  be 
voted  by  the  Chamber,  giving  at  length  to  pharmacists  rights 
they  do  not  possess,  but  to  which  they  have  strong  claims. 


iSnglieb  doctors  IDieit  parte. 

By  One  of  the  Party. 


CHARING  CROSS  station  on  Wednesday  morning. 
May  10.  presented  a  very  special  physiognomy  in 
consequence  of  the  gathering  together  of  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  representatives  of  the  healing  art  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  Their  pale  anxious  faces  and  funereal  attire 
stamped  them  as  belonging  to  a  different  category  from  the 
general  run  of  passenger  by  the  morning  train  to  Paris. 
Although  the  crossing  was  reasonably  smooth,  the  weather 
having  taken  a  sudden  and  welcome  change  for  the  better, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  passengers  kept  themselves  very 
much  to  themselves  on  the  steamer,  and  it  was  not  until 
they  were  comfortably  installed  in  the  train  on  the  other  side 
that  their  spirits  showed  signs  of  revival.  They  were  re- 
ceived at  the  Gare  du  Nord,  Paris,  by  the  French  com- 
mittee of  organisation  and  dispatched  in  various  directions 
to  the  hotels  of  their  choice,  in  such  wise  that  they  were* 
not  long  in  returning  to  the  reception 

At  the  Sorbonne, 
where  they  were  welcomed  by  M.  Liard,  the  Vice-Rector  of 
the  University  of  Paris  and  by  the  Association  of  the 
"  Friends  of  the  University."  Here,  after  inscription,  they 
were  presented  with  programmes  and  a  copious  supply  of 
literature  bearing  on  the  various  hospital  and  scientific 
organisations.  The  tedium  of  waiting  was  relieved  by 
military  music  and  the  inspection  of  the  noble  halls  of  this 
ancient  seat  of  learning.  The  visitors  were  formally  wel- 
comed by  M.  Liard,  whose  cordial  sentiments  were  duly 
echoed  by  Sir  William  Broadbent.  Dr.  George  Ogilvie,  and 
others,  the  only  hitch  being  the  extinction  of  the  electric 
light,  due  to  a  fuse  melting — a  mishap  that  it  took  half  an 
hour  to  remedy,  the  speech-making  being  carried  on  by 
candle  light  meanwhile. 

The  Serious  Work 
began  on  Thursday  when  paities  of  doctors  wended  their 
way  under  the  bright  warm  sun  to  the  various  hospitals  of 
the  metropolis.  They  were  received  by  the  medical  and 
surgical  staffs,  and  no  doubt  spent  an  instructive  if  rather 
fatiguing  morning.    The  fortunate  ones  then  adjourned  to 
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the  private  lunches  offered  by  their  Parisian  confreres.  The 
next  event  was  the  meeting  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  when 
the  professors  assembled  in  a  most  gorgeous  attire  of  red 
satin  gowns  and  toques  resplendent  with  gold  and  silk.  The 
background  was  formed  by  the  lady  members  of  the  party 
and  the  ladies'  committee,  whose  toilettes,  however,  were 
eclipsed  by  the  professorial  robes.  Dr.  Debuve,  the  Dean  of 
the  Faculty,  addressed  the  visitors  in  eloquent  terms  "to 
their  common  fatherland  of  Science,  a  country  where  war, 
the  shame  of  humanity — (applause) — is  unknown,  and 
where  we  are  united  in  the  endeavour  to  enlarge  the  circle 
of  shadow  that  envelops  us,  and  thereby  to  reduce  the  sum 
of  human  misery.''  The  visitors  were  next  taken  through 
the  buildings  and  invited  to  admire  the  superb  tapestries, 
a  gift  of  Louis  XIV.,  that  adorn  the  principal  salle.  'Twas 
but  a  step  from  the  School  of  Medicine  to 

The  Hotel  de  Ville, 
a  more  than  palatial  building,  with  marble  halls,  sump- 
tuously decorated  with  pictures  (mostly  of  the  nude), 
tapestries  and  statuary,  spacious  enough  to  accommodate 
an  army  of  functionaries  in  comfort.  Though  the  unclouded 
sun  was  still  high  in  the  heavens,  the  massive  candelabra 
blazed  forth  their  myriad  electric  lights,  and  all  went 
merry  as  a  marriage-bell.  The  President  of  the  Municipal 
Council,  M.  Brousse,  the  Prefect  of  the  Seine,  and 
the  Prefect  of  Police  welcomed  the  visitors  in  short 
speeches  that  elicited  enthusiastic  applause,  especially 
M.  Brousse's  remark  that  "  from  the  giddy  heights  of 
science  all  frontiers  become  invisible,  mountains  merged  into 
the  plains,  and  dividing  strips  of  sea  look  like  silver  threads. 
At  such  an  elevation  it  occurs  to  no  one  to  inquire  what  is 
the  country  of  origin  of  the  great  men  who  gaze  down 
affectionately  on  toiling,  suffering  humanity."  The  Prefect 
of  the  Seine  recalled  that  at  a  time  when  Pasteur  was  re- 
garded by  his  fellow  countrymen  with  quasi  indifference, 
the  great  Englishman — Lister — had  applied  his  discoveries 
to  surgery  with  results  that  had  benefited  humanity  at 
large.  A  short  interview  with  the  Director  of  the  Assist- 
ance Publique  completed  the  afternoon's  work,  and  the 
visitors  went  home  to  prepare  for  the  magnificent  reception 
offered 

At  the  Washington  Palace 
by  Professor  and  Madame  Bouchard.  A  large  number  of 
French  practitioners  had  been  invited,  so  that,  in  all,  some 
five  hundred  guests  put  in  an  appearance.  Although  the 
guests  included  a  fair  number  of  ladies — or.  rather,  a 
number  of  fair  ladies — there  was  no  dancing,  and  the  evening 
was  enlivened  by  the  strains  of  an  excellent  orchestra, 
reinforced  by  a  well- furnished  buffet  between  which  and 
friendly  conversation  a  very  agreeable  evening  was  spent. 

The  Visits  to  the  Various  Hospitals 
and  scientific  institutions,  though  replete  with  interest,  was 
a  very  exhausting  proceeding.  Everywhere  the  staffs  were 
in  attendance  to  welcome  the  visitors  and  initiate  them  into 
the  organisation  that,  being  drawn  from  the  rates,  neces- 
sarily presents  many  and  great  points  of  difference.  The 
visit  to  the  famous  Institut  Pasteur  was  a  grand  affair  and 
few  members  of  the  delegation  can  have  been  absent.  They 
were  received  by  Dr.  Roux  (the  Director),  and  Madame 
Pasteur  (the  widow  of  the  illustrious  savant)  was  also 
present.  Preceded  by  Sir  Francis  Bertie  (the  British  Am- 
bassador) and  Lady  Bertie,  the  visitors  proceeded  down- 
stairs to  the  elaborately  decorated  mausoleum  in  which  Pas- 
teur's remains  are  enshrined.  There,  facing  the  company 
headed  by  the  Ambassador,  Dr.  Kingston  Fowler  (Dean  of 
the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  London)  and  Mr. 
Augustus  Waller  (head  of  the  laboratories)  delivered  two 
excellently  conceived  and  admirably  delivered  harangues 
in  the  French  language,  spoken  with  such  ease  and  purity 
of  accent  as  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  the  Frenchmen. 
Dr.  Fowler  asked  permission  to  deposit  a  wreath  on  Pas- 
teur's grave  "as  an  act  of  homage  on  behalf  of  the  four 
hundred  professors  and  lecturers  of  the  University  "  plus 
the  English  members  of  the  profession  there  present.  He 
referred  to  Pasteur's  noble  life  and  discoveries,  "  ever  pur- 
sued in  ardour  but  never  published  in  haste,"  which  had 
rendered  it  possible  not  only  to  relieve  suffering  but  also  to 
rescue  from  death  thousands  who,  but  for  him,  would  have 
perished.    Mr.  Waller's  allocution  was  also  very  happily 


worded.  In  a  few  centuries  to  come,  he  suggested,  when 
men  will  be  in  a  better  position  to  estimate  the  relative  value 
of  things,  the  most  important  discoveries  of  the  nineteenth 
century  will  not  be  regarded  as  steam  and  electricity,  but 
those  far-reaching  discoveries  of  Pasteur  which  have 
proved,  directly  and  indirectly,  of  such  immense  benefit 
to  mankind.  Pasteur,  he  observed,  was  "  le  medicin  de  la 
medicine"  in  that  he  taught  doctors  the  causes  of  diseases 
and  incidentally  how  to  prevent  and  cure  them.  The  party 
then  proceeded  to  take  stock  of  the  premises.  Special 
attention  was  devoted  to  the  Pasteur  hospital,  an  institu- 
tion for  the  reception  of  patients  sunering  from  microbial 
diseases,  and  their  treatment  by  Pasteurian  methods.  It 
marks  a  step  in  advance  of  all  similar  institutions,  the 
patients  being  placed  in  cubicles  absolutely  cut  off  from  the 
ethers,  and  so  constructed  that  dust  and  dirt  can  find  no 
lodgment.  Cleansing  is  done  by  copious  irrigation,  brooms 
and  suchlike  dust-producing  implements  being  discarded 
altogether.    I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the 

Visit  to  the  Hertford  British  Hospital 

situated  just  outside  the  Barriere  de  l'Etoile.  This 
architecturally  beautiful  and  otherwise  admirable  institu- 
tion is  due  to  the  munificence  of  the  late  Sir  Richard 
Wallace,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  handed  it  over  to 
the  British  Government.  The  cleanliness  and  general  com- 
fort of  the  wards  and  the  presence  of  comely  English-speak- 
ing nurses  gave  us  the  assurance  that  the  sick  and  wounded 
British  subjects  will  receive  every  care  their  condition  may 
require.  The  visitors  were  received  by  the  committee  and 
shown  over  the  building.  The  patients  had  been  looking 
forward  to  the  visit  and  responded  with  moist  eyes  to  the 
kindly  inquiries  of  the  visitors. 

On  Thursday 

an  excursion  to  the  rich  domain  of  Chantilly,  bequeathed 
to  the  nation  by  the  late  Duke,  along  with  an  invaluable  col- 
lection of  tapestries  and  other  works  of  art,  was  followed 
in  the  evening  by  a  theatrical  performance  at  the  Auto- 
mobile Club  in  which  took  part  numerous  celebrities  of 
the  Paris  stage.  The  audience  was  treated  to  some  charm- 
ing and  altogether  delightful  selections  from  various  operas 
and  plays,  old  March  songs,  and  a  lovely  eighteenth- 
century  pastoral  ballet,  winding  up  with  a  cinematograph 
projection  of  the  arrival  of  the  guests  that  afternoon  at 
Chantilly.  Naturally,  as  each  prominent  guest  passed 
across  the  screen  his  appearance  elicited  cheers,  and  the 
exhibition  fittingly  concluded  a  delightful  evening's 
entertainment.  The  clou  of  the  entertainment  was,  of 
course, 

The  Banquet 

at  the  Grand  Hotel  on  Saturday.  Some  four  hundred 
guests  assembled,  and,  needless  to  say,  "the  greatest 
cordiality  prevailed,"  which  reached  its  acme  when  the 
representative  of  the  President  of  the  Republic  conferred 
the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  upon  Sir  William 
Broadbent,  embracing  him.  French  fashion,  on  both  cheeks 
in  so  doing.  The  general  impression  left  on  the  visitors 
is  that  their  French  confreres  had  outvied  the  already 
lavish  hospitality  of  which  they  were  the  object  in  London. 
The  multiplicity  of  the  entertainments  and  the  warmth 
of  the  reception  leave  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  feelings  that  prompted  the  invitation  to  return 
the  visit.  Moreover,  invitations  were  issued  on  a  large 
scale  to  visit  places  as  far  apart  as  Geneva.  Evian.  Pan,  and 
Biarritz,  and  those  members  who  avail  themselves  thereof 
will  be  travel-stained  and  weary  before  they  again  set  foot 
in  Paris. 

No  one  who  has  taken  part  in  this  visit  can  doubt  that 
such  "  echanges  de  bons  procedes"  must  greatly  induce  to 
the  rapprochement  of  the  two  nations,  a  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished  ! 


Mohny  Freres,  English  and  foreign  chemists,  opened 
their  fine  new  pharmacy  at  110  New  Bond  Street,  W.,  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week. 

Mr.  J.  Coleman  has  taken  over  the  business  lately 
occupied  by  Mr.  F.  Walter  Gwhin.  chemist  and  druggist, 
at  143  Cann  Hall  Road,  Leytonstone,  E. 
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Bmencan  IRotes. 

(From  our  Correspondent.) 


A  Novel  Drug-stoke  has  been  opened  in  New  York 
City,  in  the  famous  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel  on  Fifth  Avenue. 
Pharmacists  have  previously  existed  in  hotel  blocks  on 
street  corners,  but  never  before  inside  the  building  itself. 
This  new  pharmacy,  owned  by  Daggett  &  Ramsdell,  will 
depend  for  its  custom  entirely  upon  the  guests  of  the  house. 

The  Council  of  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  is  arousing  a  good  deal  of  com- 
ment. This  Council  has  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
informing  the  physicians  of  the  country  which  new  and  non- 
official  remedies  are  ethical,  and  therefore  deserving  of  their 
consideration.  In  some  quarters  the  operations  of  the 
Council  have  been  bitterly  opposed,  and  several  of  the 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  journals  have  published  de- 
nunciatory editorials.  The  consensus  of  opinion,  however, 
seems  to  favour  the  Council,  and  the  committee  is  calmly 
going  ahead  with  the  preparation  of  its  volume  of  "New 
and  Non-official  Remedies." 

Owner  Wanted. — An  interesting  fight  is  now  being  waged 
in  the  courts  of  New  York  State  for  the  possession  of  a 
carload  of  "  Peruna."  "  Peruna "  is  one  of  the  patent 
medicines  now  sold  under  the  direct-contract  plan.  It  seems 
that  a  New  York  jobber  bought  a  carload  and  shipped  it  in 
turn  to  a  regular  contract  retailer,  whereupon  the  latter, 
evidently  by  prearrangement  all  along  the  line,  shipped  it 
to  a  well-known  cutter  who  had  not  signed  the  contract, 
first,  however,  removing  the  numbers  from  the  cases  so  that 
detection  would  be  rendered  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 
The  game  was  discovered,  and  now  the  leading  question 
before  the  Courts  is,  "  Who  owns  the  carload  of  '  Peruna  '  ?  " 

Registered  Apprentices. — Illinois  has  had  for  years  a 
State  Act  providing  for  the  registration  of  apprentices,  and 
stipulating  that  these  apprentices  serve  two  years  before  they 
are  permitted  to  go  up  for  examination  as  assistant  phar- 
macists, and  four  years  before  they  can  take  the  examination 
for  proprietorship.  Previous  to  registration  as  an  appren- 
tice, a  student  must  pass  an  examination  in  general  branches. 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  law  has  been  given  every  possible 
publicity,  however,  assistants  often  fail  to  register  as 
apprentices,  and  thus  render  themselves  ineligible  for  exami- 
nation later  on  as  assistants  or  proprietors.  By  simply 
ignoring  the  apprenticeship  law  it  has  been  hoped  to  defeat 
it,  but  the  Board  insists  upon  enforcing  it. 

The  "St.  Louis  Club"  comprises  six  manufacturers  of 
patent  medicines  who  agreed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists  to  adopt  a  limited 
form  of  the  direct-contract  plan,  which  carried  the  goods 
only  so  far  as  the  jobber,  and  also  to  establish  satisfactory 
price-schedules  in  all  the  leading  cities.  The  Club  now 
announces  that  it  has  brought  about  local  schedules  on  dollar 
articles  providing  for  selling-prices  of  91c.  in  Cleveland, 
83c.  in  Detroit.  85c.  in  Washington,  73c.  in  Boston,  80c.  in 
San  Francisco,  85c.  in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  and  79c.  in 
Kansas  City.  These  prices  do  not  seem  very  great,  but  they 
are  considerably  in  advance  of  such  figures  as  65c,  70c.  and 
74c.  that  for  years  prevailed  in  all  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
country. 

Proprietary  Medicine  Convention. — The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  the  Proprietary  Association  was  held 
at  New  York  on  May  3.  President  W.  A.  Talbot  dwelt 
upon  the  usefulness  of  the  proprietary  medicine  trade  and 
the  benefit  their  products  are  to  the  race.  He  denounced 
those  who  infringed  trade-marks,  and  regretted  that  the 
trade-mark  law  recently  enacted  by  Congress  made  infringe- 
ment punishable  by  fine  instead  of  imprisonment.  Reports 
of  the  Executive  Committee  and  of  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  were  submitted  and  approved.  A  deputation 
from  the  National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists  advo- 
cated the  adoption  of  the  direct  contract  and  serial  number- 
ing plan  by  individual  members.  The  meeting  likewise 
endorsed  the  legislation  for  the  restriction  of  the  sale  of 
narcotics  but  held  that,  while  in  favour  of  a  good  and  reason- 
able pure  food  law,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  was 
exceeding  its  legitimate  scope  when  it  undertook  to  make 
rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  pharmaceutical  profession. 


Colonial  ano  jfordon  IRewe. 


American  Alcohol  in  Austria. — The  "Prague  Daily" 
and  German  papers  note  the  danger  threatening  the  Aus- 
trian export  trade  in  alcohol  in  the  entry  of  several 
thousand  barrels  of  American  alcohol  recently  via  Ham- 
burg. Its  introduction  was  an  experimental  measure,  but 
proved  very  successful,  and  has  led  to  the  sale  of  large 
quantities. 

International  Pharmaceutico-Hygienic  Exhibition. — ■ 
On  the  occasion  of  the  General  Congress  of  the  Netherlands 
Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Pharmacy,  to  be  held  this 
year  at  Maestricht,  the  Executive  Committee  is  engaged,  in 
case  of  sufficient  support,  in  arranging,  from  July  23  to  26,  an 
International  Pharmaceutico-Hygienic  Exhibition.  This  ex- 
hibition will  include  drugs,  chemicals,  galenical  prepara- 
tions, bandaging  materials,  druggist  sundries,  pharmaceuti- 
cal accessories  and  fittings,  objects  for  microscopic, 
bacteriological  and  chemical  investigation,  and  aids  to 
pharmaceutical  technique. 

Liege  Exhibition. — The  list  of  papers  to  be  read  at  the 
Congress  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  which  is  to  be  held 
from  July  27  to  30  includes  the  following,  in  addition  to 
those  already  announced  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  : 
Professor  M.  A.  Vournasos,  Athens,  "New  Method  of 
Preparing  Salol  "  and  "New  Ether-derivatives  of  Salol  "  ; 
Dr.  F.  B.  Power,  London,  "  Chemical  Examination  of 
/Etliusa  cynapium.  Linn.";  Mons.  M.  a-J.  Hendriex,  Ant- 
werp, "The  Sterilisation  of  Dressings";  Mons.  M.  J. 
Haenen.  Liege,  "The  Preparation  of  Ointments";  Mons. 
M.  Byla,  jun.,  Gentilly,  'Vegetable  '  Energetenes '  :  Unal- 
terable Juices  of  Fresh  Plants,  obtained  by  a  New 
Method."  Pharmacists  desiring  to  become  members  of  the 
Congress  must  communicate  with  the  Secretary  at  once. 
The  Secretary's  address  is  16  Place  des  Cannes,  Liege ;  the 
subscription  lOf . 

Encouraging  New  Remedies. — Particulars  of  a  new 
competition  initiated  by  the  large  drug  and  chemical  house 
of  Carlo  Erba.  Milan,  with  the  intention  of  favouring 
scientific  research  in  Italy,  combined  with  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  results  in  the  field  of  therapeutics  and  phar- 
macology, have  just  been  published.  Competitors  must 
present  a  new  body  of  definite  chemical  composition,  and  of 
proved  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  some  malady  or  the  relief  of 
some  symptom  amongst  those  best  known  and  most  widely 
diffused,  and  this  new  substance  must  show  real  progress  in 
therapeutical  value  upon  other  remedies  now  in  use.  A  new 
body  is  characterised  as  a  new  chemical  compound  not  yet 
known  cither  in  the  scientific  or  commercial  world  at  the 
date  of  the  closing  of  the  competition.  The  new  medica- 
ment must  also  be  within  practical  bounds  as  to  mode  of 
preparation,  application,  and  price.  No  one  except  Italian 
doctors,  chemists,  and  pharmacists  may  compete.  Colla- 
boration is  to  be  allowed.  The  prize  is  5,000  lire  (equivalent 
to  200?.)  and  is  indivisible.  The  Italian  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture. Industry,  and  Commerce  has  put  a  silver  medal  at 
the  disposal  of  the  judges  for  the  successful  competitor. 
The  prize  will  be  awarded  by  a  commission  nominated  by 
Messrs.  Erba  and  composed  of  five  professors  of  the  Royal 
Italian  University,  including  one  of  the  Medical  Clinic,  two 
of  pharmacology,  one  of  general  chemistry,  and  one  of  phar- 
maceutical chemistry,  and  their  decision  will  be  final.  The 
competitors  have  to  send  in  a  written  account  of  their  new 
product,  and  also  specimens.  The  products  must  be  dis- 
tinguished by  fancy  names,  and  each  competitor  must  keep 
the  secret  of  the  name  adopted  by  him  until  the  publication 
of  the  results.  Precautions  will  be  taken  that  the  judges 
have  no  indication  of  the  names  of  those  taking  part  in  the 
competition.  All  experimental  work  must  be  done  in  Italy. 
The  competition  closes  on  June  30,  1906,  and  the  award 
will  be  made  before  the  end  of  that  year.  The  successful 
competitor  will  receive  the  money  prize  within  thirty  days 
of  the  judges'  decision  being  published.  It  is  evident  that 
the  real  object  of  the  competition  is  to  stimulate  research  by 
Italian  scientists  in  the  field  that  has  previously  been  held 
almost  exclusively  by  Germany,  which  country  sends  into 
Italy  every  year  an  enormous  quantity  of  specialities  in  the 
shape  of  new  chemical  compounds  for  use  in  medicine. 
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Hn  BSybibttton  of  Colonial  products. 

ALTHOUGH  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Colonial  and 
Indian  exhibition  which  is  now  open  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  is  representative  of  the  British  Empire,  many  in- 
teresting exhibits  have  been  got  together  by  private  enter- 
prise, forming  as  a  whole  the  largest  display  of  Colonial 
products  we  have  had  since  the  "  Colinderies "  in  1886. 
The  exhibition  occupies  the  entire  length  of  the  north  and 
south  naves  of  the  Palace,  and  a  walk  round  soon  convinces 
one  that  the  West  Indian  court  overshadows  the  remainder 
in  point  of  size  and  interest.  New  Zealand  and  Victoria 
occupy  commanding  positions,  but  India  is  inadequately 
represented  by  a  few  bazaar  stalls,  which  make  a  prominent 
display  of  chutney  alone.  Canada,  too,  contents  herself 
with  a  permanent  exhibit,  probably  on  the  ground  that  the 
Dominion  products  are  now  well  known.  It  has  been  left  to 
our  little  West  African  Colonies  to  make  a  very  creditable 
display  of  produce,  which  will  not  fail  to  interest  our 
Mincing  Lane  readers. 

The  West  Indian  Court, 
which  has  been  organized  by  the  West  India  Committee, 
comprises  representative  exhibits  from  Jamaica,  Barbados, 
Trinida-J,  Grenada,  and  Dominica.    A  striking  feature  of 
the  Court,  which  occupies  7,000  square  feet,  is  an  inner 
screen  of  sugar-canes,  to  remind  the  British  public  that  cane- 
sugar  comes  from  our  Colonies  and  beet-sugar  from  foreign 
countries.    The  Jamaica  section  comprises  an  extensive  and 
varied  assortment  of  tropical  produce,  including  over  a  score 
of  different  kinds  of  sugar,   while  cocoa,  coffee,  rum, 
liqueurs,  timber,  preserves,  provisions,  and  fruit  are  shown 
in  great  profusion — all  selected  specimens  of  their  kind. 
Here  also  we  found  samples  of  annatto  seed  and  liquid 
annatto.    The  seed  in  Jamaica  is  chiefly  produced  by  small 
farmers,  and  is  not  largely  cultivated.    Excellent  samples 
of  beeswax  in  block  are  also  shown.    It  is  curious  that  not  so 
much  beeswax  is  exported  from  Jamaica  as  the  exports  of 
honey  would  indicate.    This  is  because  the  frame  system  of 
hives  is  now  generally  adopted,  and  an  artificial  foundation 
of  wax  cells  is  provided  for  the  bees  to  work  upon.    In  the 
old  system  the  bees  had  to  spend  time  building  their  cells 
before  they  could  store  honey.    The  honey  section  com- 
prises samples  of  all  grades  and  qualities,  including  pure  log- 
wood honey,  which  Mr.  A.  J.  Root,  a  great  authority  on  bees, 
declares  to  be  equal  to,  if  not  better,  than  the  finest  clover 
honey.    He  also  states  that  Jamaica  produces  more  honey 
per  acre  than  any  other  country  :  as  many  as  800  colonies  of 
bees  belong  to  one  individual  in  Jamaica.    Ginger  in  all  its 
forms  is  snown — green,  cured  (yellow-blue  and  flint)  and 
powdered,  while  photographs  illustrate  the  cultivation, 
gathering,  and  curing  of  the  spice.   Kola,  of  which  there  are 
some  large  plantations  in  Jamaica,  is  shown  in  pod,  dried,  in 
powder,  and  in  liquors  such  as  kola  wine,  kola  bitters,  kola 
champagne,  and  kola  syrup.    Many  other  minor  economic 
products  are  exhibited,  such  as  papaw,  wild  vanilla,  divi 
divi,  and  cashew  nuts.    Special  mention  should  be  made  of 
logwood,  of  which  42,259  tons  (value  110,930/.)  were  ex- 
ported last  year.    One  factory  in  Jamaica  (owned  chiefly  by 
German  capital)  extracts  the  dye,  which  is  thus  shipped 
abroad  at  less  freight  than  the  wood.    Fustic  is  also  ex- 
ported in  considerable  quantities. 

In  the  Trinidad  Court 
the  feature  is  the  exhibit  of  bituminous  products  made  by 
the  New  Trinidad  Lake  Asphalt  Co.,  but  perhaps  of  more 
interest  is  the  varied  collection  of  essential  oils,  including 
Seville  orange,  mace,  nutmeg,  bay-leaf,  pimento-leaf,  cit- 
ronella,  lemongrass,  cinnamon  leaf  and  bark,  clove-leaf, 
cananga,  etc.  At  the  present  time  the  production  of  these 
oils  is  in  cmbyro,  as  the  energies  of  the  planters  are  devoted 
to  sugar  and  cocoa.  Citronella  oil  could  be  produced  in 
large  quantities  if  necessary,  and  among  fixed  oils  a  good 
display  is  made  of  cocoanut  oil,  of  which  Trinidad  exports 
fair  amounts.  Crystallised  tonka  beans,  which  are  grown  in 
Trinidad  to  a  considerable  extent,  are  represented  by  a  2-lb. 
sample.  Other  exhibits  of  the  island  include  bay  rum, 
eau  de  Cologne,  lime-juice,  vanilla  essence,  copaiba,  ginger, 
wax,  and  honey.  Spices  are  a  prominent  feature  in  the 
Grenada  section,  not  the  least  important  of  which  are  nut- 


megs in  pods,  nutmegs  with  mace,  nutmeg  jam,  nutmeg 
jelly,  and  nutmeg  preserve.  The  forms  in  which  nutmeg 
can  now  be  served  up  are  becoming  as  diverse  as  bananas. 
Among  the  curios  are  jequirity-seeds.  Job's  tears,  and  "  car- 
damums,"  and  among  the  most  striking  objects  is  the  gold 
mace  of  the  Colony,  which  was  sent  out  in  1791,  and  non- 
makes  its  reappearance  in  England  for  the  first  time  since 
that  date.  In  the  Barbados  Court  the  feature  is  sugar, 
many  samples  of  which  are  shown  in  bottles,  while  the 
sea  island  cotton  of  Barbados  is  the  finest  in  the  world.  The 
so-called  Barbados  aloes  is  not  on  view  as  yet,  although  two 
samples  are  catalogued.  In  the  Dominica  section  Messrs. 
L.  Rose  &  Co.,  who  have  large  estates  in  that  island,  make  a 
comprehensive  display  of  lime-juice,  lime-juice  cordial,  and 
other  lime  products.  In  this  section  raw,  refined,  and  con- 
centrated lime-juice  are  also  shown,  together  with  samples 
of  otto  of  limes  and  distilled  and  hand-pressed  oil  of  limes. 

The  Continent  of  Africa 
is  represented  by  the  Gold  Coast  Colony.  Ashanti,  Northern 
and  Southern  JSiigeria,  and  British  Central  Africa  (Nyasa- 
land).  The  latter  protectorate  is  inadequately  represented 
by  a  modest  showcase  containing  samples  of  tobacco, 
coffee,  strophanthus-seed,  cotton,  timber,  beeswax,  and 
a  fine  specimen  of  small  but  piquant  chillies,  a  de- 
scription of  which  was  given  in  our  issue  of 
April  1.  The  pavilion  devoted  to  the  Gold  Coast 
Colony  is  thoroughly  representative  of  the  products 
obtained  from  that  source.  They  comprise  samples  of  gol  I. 
rubber,  palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  cocoa,  kola,  timber,  ivory, 
guinea  grains,  gum  copal,  cotton,  and  ginger.  The  kola 
exhibit  includes  a  dried  sample  of  the  seed,  fresh  kola  and 
fruits  (in  spirit),  also  illustrations  of  a  kola-tree,  kola 
flowers  and  fruit,  with  a  list  of  the  exports  of  kola  from  the 
Gold  Coast.  We  understand  there  is  an  enormous  trade  in 
the  fresh  kolas  and  fruits  with  the  Mohammedan  traders, 
who  bring  c'.own  cattle,  etc..  from  Ashanti  and  Northern 
Nigeria  to  barter  to  the  natives  in  exchange  for  fresh  kola 
nuts.  The  consumption  of  the  product  among  the  natives  is 
probably  larger  than  the  amount  exported,  as  they  are  great 
believers  in  their  tonic  properties.  A  good  sample  of  guinea 
grains  (melequeta  pepper)  is  shown,  also  fresh  fruit  and 
seeds  of  the  plant  (in  spirit),  with  a  list  of  exports  of  guinea 
grains. 

A  few  curiosities  are  exhibited  in  the  way  of  croton-seeds, 
purging  nuts  {Jatropha  Curcas,  a  naturalised  shrub  in  tin- 
Gold  Coast),  and  crab-seed,  from  which  andiroba  oil  is 
obtained.  An  equally  large  pavilion  is  devoted  to  products 
of  Southern  Nigeria.  Here  again  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels 
are  the  leading  exports,  the  combined  value  during  1904 
being  over  1,300,000Z.  The  bulk  of  the  palm  oil  shipped 
from  West  Africa  is  produced  in  Southern  Nigeria,  which 
gave  rise  in  the  past  to  the  name  of  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate. 
A  Liverpool  firm  shows  samples  of  the  four  kinds  of  oil — 
hard,  soft,  Calabar,  and  Benin  oils.  Rubber  is  the  second 
article  of  importance  exported,  it  being  found  practically 
all  over  the  protectorate.  It  is  chiefly  exported  from  the 
factories  on  the  Niger  at  Calabar  and  Siluke.  Over  two 
million  pounds  were  exported  last  year,  and  the  trade  is  a 
steadily  increasing  one.  After  lumber,  cotton  may  be  placed 
fourth  on  the  export  list,  and  the  cultivation  from  imported 
seed  is  being  encouraged  by  the  British  Cotton  Growing 
Association.  Among  minor  products  is  a  sample  of  copal 
exported  chiefly  from  the  Western  and  Central  divisions, 
although  the  copal  tree  is  found  scattered  over  the  protec- 
torate ;  other  samples  include  Calabar  beans,  regarding 
which  product  it  has  lately  become  very  difficult  to  obtain 
beans  yielding  even  a  small  proportion  of  physostigmine. 
Horse-eye  beans,  a  so-called  substitute  for  the  Calabar  bean, 
is  shown,  and  among  other  native  products  we  noticed  shea- 
nut  oil,  a  local  remedy  for  rheumatism. 

From  the  Antipodes. 
At  the  New  Zealand  pavilion  a  ftv.e  collection  of  kauri 
gum  is  to  be  seen,  including  over  a  score  of  specimens  in  the 
rough  and  polished  state.  Among  the  samples  is  one 
classified  as  "swampy  gum,"  which  is  in  considerable 
demand  for  inferior  varnishes,  owing  to  the  high  price  of 
the  superior  grades.  Frozen  meat,  dairy  produce,  and 
cereals  comprise  the  bulk  of  the  New  Zealand  exhibits,  and 
in  the  Victoria  section  are  a  few  assorted  samples  of  eucalyp- 
tus oils,  olive  oil,  mineral  oils,  and  honey. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  meeting  adjourned  from  May  3  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Professor  Tichborne  was  resumed  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on  Wednesday,  May  10,  at  3  p.m. 
The  President  (Mr.  W.  F.  Wells)  presided,  and  the  other 
members  of  Council  present  were  the  Vice-President 
(Dr.  Walsh)  and  Messrs.  Johnston  Montgomery  (Belfast), 
G.  T.  Beggs,  Vincent  Johnston,  Golden  (Birr),  Watson, 
B'att.  and  Kelly. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Position. 
A  letter  was  received  from  Messrs.  A.  &  I.  Robinson, 
119  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin,  thanking  the  Council  for 
having  appointed  them  their  solicitors ;  and  also  a  letter 
explaining  to  the  Council  the  position  in  which  they  stood 
in  reference  to  the  case  against  Mr.  John  McBirney. 

The  President  said  the  case  in  question,  as  the  members 
were  aware,  arose  from  a  gentleman,  who  was  a  licentiate 
of  the  Society,  having  left  his  pharmacy  for  several  weeks 
in  charge  of  an  assistant  who  only  held  an  assistantship  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Hall.  The  police  reported  the  case  to  the 
Council,  who  asked  them  to  take  it  up.  They  did  so,  and 
the  defendant's  solicitor  put  forward  the  plea  that  the  cer- 
tificate of  an  apothecary's  assistant  was  a  better  qualification 
than  that  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  result  was 
that  the  Magistrates  dismissed  the  case.  It  was  right  to 
say  that  the  police-sergeant  who  prosecuted  thoroughly 
grasped  the  case,  as  appeared  from  his  letters  and  also  from 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  Magistrates  remarked  that  "this 
fellow  has  come  here  to  teach  us  the  law."  Unfortunately, 
however,  word  that  they  had  been  defeated  was  not  sent  to 
the  Council  at  once,  and  the  result  was  that  the  time  for 
appealing  went  by.  The  moment  he  (the  President)  heard 
of  the  result  he  went  to  the  solicitors  and,  acting  on  the 
Council's  instructions,  placed  the  matter  in  their  hands. 
They  went  very  fully  into  the  case  and  their  letter  now  read 
stated  the  result  of  their  inquiry.  It  came  shortly  to  this, 
that  they  could  not  now  get  a  mandamus  from  the  High 
Court  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  decision  of  the  Magis- 
trates reversed.  This,  of  course,  was  a  very  serious  matter 
for  the  Council.  They  were  about  to  take  steps  for  fresh 
proceedings,  but  in  the  meantime  a  letter  was  received  from 
the  licentiate  informing  Mr.  Ferrall  that  he  now  has  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist  in  charge  of  his  place.  That  relieved 
the  Council  to  a  considerable  extent,  especially  as  it 
amounted  to  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  assistant's 
certificate  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  is  not  a  qualification 
equivalent  to  the  licence  of  the  Society,  nor  has  any  standing 
whatever.  The  Council's  solicitors  were  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  law  had  been  broken  in  the  case,  and  that  if  an 
appeal  had  been  taken  in  time  there  would  have  been  no 
difficulty  in  getting  an  order  from  the  King's  Bench  Division 
to  the  Magistrates  to  convict  the  defendant.  The  case  must 
consequently  now  be  allowed  to  drop,  but  he  washed 
specially  to  intimate  that  if  any  other  licentiate  of  the 
Society  or  anybody  else  in  the  country  was  desirous  of  test- 
ing the  question  further,  the  Council  would  give  him  every 
opportunity  for  doing  so.  In  other  words,  they  wanted  it 
to  be  understood  throughout  the  country  that  the  assistant 
ship  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  carries  no  qualification  what 
ever  with  it  to  keep  open  shop,  sell  poisons,  or  even  com 
pound  prescriptions  unless  the  individual  has  an  apothecary 
standing  at  his  elbow. 

Mr.  Batt  :  Would  the  case  as  decided  form  a  precedent 
as  regards  future  cases  ? 

The  President  :  No.  If  another  man  should  be  brought 
up  for  the  same  thing  he  would  have  to  fight  his  case  on 
its  merits.  We  have  issued  printed  instructions  to  the 
police,  one  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

If  magistrates  dismiss  a  prosecution,  or  if  they,  on  con- 
viction, refuse  to  inflict  full  penalties  they  are  to  be  asked 
to  state  a  case  for  the  King's  Bench. 

Some  time  ago  the  present  Inspector-General  refused  to 
allow  us  to  send  that  instruction  to  the  police ;  and  we  had 
to  take  it  out  of  the  instructions.  In  the  present  instance 
we  asked  the  Inspector-General  to  let  us  know  when  the 
case  would  come  on,  in  order  that  we  might  send  special 


instructions  to  the  sergeant ;  but  we  received  no  word  until 
the  day  before  the  case  had  been  heard. 

Recognition  of  Schools. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  T.  P.  Gill,  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland, 
asked  the  Council  to  state  for  the  information  of  the 
Department  what  are  the  conditions  which  the  Council 
require  to  be  complied  with  in  order  to  obtain  their 
recognition  of  the  classes  in  chemistry  which  are  conducted 
in  the  Municipal  Technical  and  Science  and  Art  Schools  in 
Limerick. 

The  President  :  This  school  in  Limerick  applied  to  us 
for  recognition  some  time  ago,  and  after  full  consideration 
we  declined  to  give  it.  They  applied  again  and  we  again 
declined.  Then  they  had  a  question  asked  in  the  House 
of  Commons  about  it;  and  now  they  have  the  Secretary  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  writing  to  us. 

The  Vice-President  :  Some  time  ago  a  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  Council  not  to  include  any  more  schools  in 
the  list  of  those  recognised. 

Mr.  Beggs  :  We  have  had  resolutions  of  that  kind  on 
our  books  two  or  three  times. 

The  President  :  We  are  not  inclined  to  add  any  further 
schools  to  our  list  at  present. 

Mr.  Vincent  Johnston  :  We  might  give  them  the  infor- 
mation they  asked  for. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President  it  was  resolved  to 
reply  to  the  Department  stating  that  the  Council's  reason 
for  refusing  to  recognise  the  Limerick  Municipal  School  is 
that  they  passed  a  resolution  some  time  ago  to  the  effect 
that  no  more  schools  should  be  recognised  at  present. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association  for  a  donation  of  a  copy  of  their  Proceedings 
in  1904. 

New  Members. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  seconded  by  the  Hon. 
Treasurer  (Mr.  Smith),  the  following  were  elected  members 
of  the  Society  :  Messrs.  C.  P.  Fairweather,  Upper  Georges 
Street,  Kingstown;  George  Gilmore.  Kilkenny;  and  A.  H. 
Oliphant,  Drumcondra  Road,  Dublin. 

New  Examiner. 
The  Council  proceeded  to  elect  an  examiner  to  conduct 
the  Practical  Pharmacy  Division  of  the  Licence  examina- 
tion in  the  room  of 
Mr.    James  Michie, 
whose  term  of  five 
years    had  expired. 
The  applications  of 
four  candidates  hav- 
ing been  examined, 
the  Vice-President 
moved     that  Mr. 
George  Brown,  phar- 
maceutical chemist, 
of      20  Wexford 
Street,    Dublin,  be 
appointed.      He  said 
they    all    knew  his 
qualifications  and 
they      could  not 
possibly     select  a 
better  examiner. 
Mr.  Beggs  seconded 
the     motion,  and 
spoke  appreciatively 
of    Mr.    Brown,  as 
also  did  the  Presi- 
dent in  putting  the  motion,  he  explaining  that  Mr.  Brown 
had  been  in  his  employment  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
he  knew  him  to  be  a  gentleman  of  very  high  attainments 
in  pharmacy  and  felt  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  would 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Council  in  every  way.  The 
motion  passed  unanimously.    The  election  is  for  twelve 
months.    The  Council  then  separated. 


Mr.  George  Brown. 


A  Steam-factory  for  the  extraction  of  albumen  from  eggs 
has  been  established  at  the  port  of  Chinkiang,  and  this  pro- 
duct to  the  value  of  6,376?.  was  exported  to  London  during 
1904.  Preserved  egg-yolk  valued  at  4,176?.  also  figures  in 
the  exports. 
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JTXTY- FOURTH  ANNUAL 
GENERAL  MEETING 

Held  irv  Lorxdorv    May  17  190.5 


WHEN  the  late  Queen  Victoria,  on  February  13,  1843, 
granted  the  petition  of  William  Allen,  Charles  James 
Payne,  Richard  Hotham  Pigeon,  and  others  for  a  Royal 
Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  the  document  set  forth  that  "the  annual 
general  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  the 
month  of  May  of  each  year,  or  such  other  day  as  near 
thereto  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Council."  It  is  long 
since  Wednesday  was  taken  as  a  better  day  than  Tuesday, 
but  there  is  a  pleasant  reversion  to  the  Good  Queen's  original 
day  by  fixing  the  dinner  for  that  evening.  So  on  May  16 
the  members  dined  together  in  the  Hotel  Metropole,  North- 
umberland Avenue,  and  the  general  meeting  was  held  the  day 
after.  The  company  at  the  dinner  was  a  little  smaller  than 
usual,  and  there  appeared  not  to  be  so  many  distinguished 
personages  present.  As  years  go  on  there  are  gaps  that  will 
never  be  filled  again;  some  of  the  regular  diners,  too, 
advance  to  the  veteran  stage,  but  there  come  forward  new 
men  to  show  their  interest  in  the  Society's  social  side.  It  is 
curious,  however,  that  without  the  wholesale  element  these 
gatherings  would  be  infinitely  small.  Some  retailers  think 
that  if  the  modern  method  of  allowing  the  diners  to  pay 
for  their  own  wine  were  adopted  there  would  be  a  better 
representation  of  the  rank  and  file,  and  the  suggestion 
might  be  kept  in  view  for  the  next  Benevolent  Fund  dinner, 
which  is  due  in  1907. 

The  proceedings  at  Tuesday  evening's  dinner  were  quite 
spirited.  All  the  official  speaking  was  done  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  did  it  well.  The  speech  of  the  evening  was 
given  by  Mr.  David  Howard,  whose  references  to  the 
history  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  to  chemists' 
charges,  were  made  in  his  happiest  vein.  Three  members 
of  Parliament  spoke  (Radical,  Conservative,  and  Nation- 
alist), and  they  raised  some  good-humoured  political  feel- 
ing, but  did  not  convey  the  slightest  hope  of  passing  a 
Pharmacy  Bill  during  this  Parliament. 

The  meeting  on  Wednesday  was  attended  by  less  than 
100  members,  including  the  Council.  The  President  re- 
verted to  Mr.  Carteighe's  practice  of  speaking  extempo- 
raneously on  the  annual  report,  his  readiness  of  speech 
enabling  him  to  do  this  so  fluently  and  with  such  confidence 
in  his  subject  that  he  carried  nearly  all  his  audience  with 
him.  At  all  events,  the  principal  speeches  that  followed 
did  not  arise  from  the  President's  remarks.  The  Vice-Pre- 
sident almost  invited  criticism,  and  the  first  one  to  respond 
with  any  seriousness  was  Mr.  Leo  Atkinson,  who  came  pre- 
pared for  one  of  his  fine  oratorical  efforts,  which  Mr.  C.  B. 
Allen  described  later  as  requiring  perusal  in  print  in  order 
to  see  if  there  is  anything  in  them.    Mr.  Atkinson  was  per- 


fectly satisfied  with  himself  nevertheless,  and  stood  in  a 
commanding  position  for  well  nigh  half  an  hour,  pouring 
forth  a  stream  of  words  about  such  things  as  "  the  actuarial 
statements  of  the  truthful  Jesse,"  the  Widows'  Clause, 
sequelns  of  the  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine  case,  the 
Poisons  Schedule,  and  the  "  remunerative  avocation  "  which 
chemists  have  not.  The  general  impression  of  the  meeting 
regarding  the  speech  was  that  it  was  well  uttered,  but  in- 
judicious, and  sometimes  wrong.  Thus,  Mr.  Atkinson 
would  like  the  Poisons  Schedule  revised  yearly,  instead  of 
once  in  thirty  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  have  been 
four  sets  of  additions  since  1868,  and  the  Council  have 
moved  oftener;  but  we  sympathise  with  the  suggestion  that 
occasional  revision  is  desirable.  Mr.  Pentney  followed  Mr. 
Atkinson,  and  gave  the  meeting  a  good  laugh,  although  his 
principal  topic  was  a  personal  one,  arising  from  a  threat  of 
a  libel  action  against  him  on  the  part  of  one  of  the 
"Journal"  staff.  Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett,  formerly  of  Leaming- 
ton, gave  both  these  speakers  a  good  dressing  down,  and  he 
carried  the  meeting  with  him.  Then  there  were  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  Lacey,  of  Abingdon,  who  considers  that 
chemists  and  their  assistants  are  degenerating ;  and  Mr. 
James  Mackenzie,  of  Edinburgh,  said  some  pleasant  things 
about  the  Council  and  its  work,  finishing  up,  however,  with 
the  remark  that  the  Society  is  governed  too  much  by  London 
men  and  London  ideas.  There  is  not  a  single  Cockney  on 
the  Council !  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  was  the  only  other  speaker, 
and  he  put  forward  the  suggestion  that  the  Widows'  Clause 
should  be  modified  by  requiring  that  one  of  the  executors 
should  be  a  registered  chemist.  This  seemed  to  meet  witli 
favour,  as  it  would  place  post-obit  businesses,  it  was  argued, 
on  the  same  footing  as  companies.  The  debate  lasted  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  nearly,  and  after  it  some  needed  more  than 
the  light  refreshments  that  were  provided  in  the  Examina- 
tion-hall. 

ELECTION  OF  COUNCIL. 

The  election  of  seven  members  of  Council  was  declared  at 
the  adjourned  meeting  on  Thursday,  no  change  being- 
effected.    The  seven  were  elected  in  the  following  order  : 

1.  Hobbs  2,759.  2.  Young  2.515.  3.  Harrison  2.229. 
4  and  5.  Carteighe  and  Harrington  2,111  each.  6.  Park 
2.039.    7.  Southall  1,887. 

These  were  the  retiring  members.  The  following  sought 
to  take  the  place  of  one  or  other  of  them  : 

8.  Sargeant  1.3S2.      9.  Pickering  1.360.      10.  Truman 

1.349.    11.  Walsham  1,304.    12.  Giles  821. 

The  number  of  voting-papers  sent  out  was  5,942,  and  of 
these  3.536  were  returned,  3,489  being  valid. 
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Dinner  of  the  Members  and  their  Friends. 


THE  PRESIDENT 

J£3as>   vp^n   .  cffcS\ 


seated 
'Bene- 
bene- 


IOXDOX  pharmacy  has  not  too  manj'  occasions  yearly  on 
J  which  it  is  possible  for  all  branches  of  the  drug-trade  to 
meet  together,  wholesaler  with  retailer,  and  manufacturer 
with  both,  but  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  one  of  them  that  is  taken  advantage  of  by  many. 
This  week  a  score  fewer  than  usual  assembled  in  the  White- 
hall Rooms  of  the  Hotel  Metropole,  but  had  one  not  been 
told  so  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  say  that  the  company 
was  not  as  large  as  usual.  The  President  (Alderman  R.  A. 
Robinson.  J. P.,  L.C.C.)  received  the  guests,  his  immediate 
presidential  predecessor  (Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins)  supporting  him 
on  the  right,  and 
the  Treasurer 
(Mr.  Walter 
Hills)  on  the  left. 
There  was  fully  a 
quarter  of  an 
hour  for  greet- 
ings and  chat  be- 
fore dinner  was 
announced,  and 
then  the  Presi- 
dent led  the  way. 
Sir  R.  Douglas 
Powell,  Pres. 
R.C.P.,  and  Pro- 
fessor Raphael 
Meldola  being 
with  him.  When 
all  were 
and  Grace 
dictus 

dicti")  was  said 
by  the  President, 
one  noticed  that 
the  Vice-Presi- 
dent was  absent, 
and  Mr.  Claridge 
Druce  (fresh 
from  his  rambles 
in  Corsica)  quite 
naturally 
dropped  into  his 
chair.  The  other 
vice-chairs  were 
occupied  by 
Messrs.  J.  W\ 
Bowen,  W.  F. 
Gulliver,  Richard 
B  r  e  m  r  i  d  g  e, 
Walter  Hills! 
Isaiah  Bourdas, 
and  Charles 
Umney.  The 
g  u_e  s  t  s  were 
divided  amongst 
the  chairmen. 
Those  who  sat 
above  the  salt 
with  the  Presi- 
dent were  (on  his 

right)  Sir  R.  Douglas  Powell,  the  Master  of  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  (Mr.  Alfred  B.  Dav),  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins, 
Mr.  David  Howard.  Mr.  Win.  Flux.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones  and  Professor  Crossley.  On  the  left  were  Prof. 
Meldola,  Mr.  Lough.  M.P..  Sir  Thomas  Stevenson.  Prof. 
Attfield,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton.  M.P..  Mr.  Harwocd 
Lescher.  Mr.  O'Malley.  M.P..  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  and  Mr. 
T.  H.  W.  Idris.  We  give  later  a  list  of  all  who  were 
present  as  far  as  we  observed.  The  dinner  was.  as  usual, 
excellent  and  well  served,  with  appropriate  wines;  but 
again  no  cigars  were  served  to  the  diners  generally.  This 
omission  might  be  repaired  at  little  cost  on  some  future 
occasion.  The  President  took  wine  with  the  company 
during  dinner,  and  immediately  after  it  proposed  "  The 


King,"  quite  briefly,  the  band  playing  a  few  staves  of  the 
National  Anthem.    Then  came  the  toast  of 

The  Houses  of  Parliament. 
The  President,  in  giving  this,  referred  to  the  indebted- 
ness of  chemists  to  members  of  Parliament  in  connection 
particularly  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  general  work  of 
the  House  of  Commons  affects  the  whole  country,  and  the 
President  instanced  the  persistence  of  the  London  County 
Council  in  bringing  subjects  before  Parliament  which  the 
Society  might  well  imitate.    By  virtue  of  persevering  year 

by  year  the 
London  County 
Council  will  on 
June  17  inau- 
gurate a  splendid 
service  of  steam- 
boats on  the 
Thames.  T  h  e 
penny  trips  will 
be  run  at  a  loss, 
but  he  hoped  the 
ratepayers  would 
not  grumble.  He 
hoped  before  long 
to  see  tramways 
along  the  Em- 
bankment and 
over  the  bridges. 
The  point  which 
the  President 
wished  to  impress 
on  his  hearers  was 
that  chemists 
should  take  heart 
over  the  Phar- 
macy Bill.  It 
may  not  be  made 
law  this  Session, 
but  chemists 
must  continue  to 
persuade  mem- 
bers of  Parlia- 
ment and  the 
public  that  their 
demands  are  just, 
and  should  be 
granted.  The 
speaker  then  re- 
iterated what  it  is 
that  is  required 
by  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  said 
that  pharmacists 
are  fortunate  in 
having  the 
kindest  of  friends 
in  Parliament, 
who  recognise  the 
justice  of  their 
claim.       T  h  e 

amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  desirable  on  public 
grounds  ;  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  being  protec  ted,  protects 
the  public.  The  same  principle  is  involved  in  other  profes- 
sions and  businesses.  What,  for  instance,  would  be  thought 
if  a  company  practised  as  medical  men  ?  He  was  informed 
that  a  company  actually  does  carry  on  practice  through  a 
qualified  medical  man,  but  then  the  General  Medical  Council 
have  a  remedy  which  chemists  have  not.  The  Council  can 
declare  that  such  medical  men  are  guilty  of  infamous  con- 
duct, and  strike  their  names  off  the  register.  Several 
members  of  Parliament  have  assured  him  (the  speaker)  that 
after  considering  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings  chemists 
are  justified  in  pressing  the  Legislature  for  an  amendment 
of  the  Pharmacy  Acts.    The  Chairman  then  dealt  with  Sir 
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Michael  Hicks-Beach's  objections  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  I 
finishing  this  part  of  his  speech  with  the  remark  that  Sir  \ 
Michael  was  retiring  from  Parliament  this  year,  which  i 
brought  a  hearty  "Hear,  hear''  from  all  quarters  of  the 
room.  Next,  reference  was  made  to  the  Boot's  advertise- 
ments which  have  lately  appeared  in  the  public  press.  The 
statement  was  put  forward  that  the  "Times,"  after  inde- 
pendent investigation,  found  the  public  have  been  saved 
a  million  a  year  by  dealing  at  the  company's  shops.  Those 
who  knew  the  pharmacy  business  knew  the  foolishness  of 
the  statement,  and  they  thought  it  right  to  ask  the  editor  of 
the  "  Times  "  if  it  was  correct.  The  editor  courteously  sent 
a  reply  saying  that  the  statement  was  not  correct — that  the 
"  Times"  had  made  no  independent  investigation,  and  that 
anything  of  that  kind  which  appeared  in  the  "  Times"  was 
merely  an  advertisement,  with  which  the  "  Times  "  gave  no 
guarantee  at  all.  His  strong  impression  was  that  those  who 
issued  the  advertisement  had  done  themselves  more  harm 
than  good,  and  had  clone  the  Society  and  its  friends  good 
rather  than  harm.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  speaker 
concluded,  are  pursuing  no  unworthy  end,  but  are  perse- 
vering in  maintaining  the  educational  standard  and  the  pro- 
fessional aspects  of  the  calling. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lough,  M.P.,  who  was  greeted  with  a  tre- 
mendous outburst  of  applause,  replying,  said  he  could  not 
conceal  the  fact  the  House  of  Commons  makes  considerable 
demands  on  the  patience.    Many  people  think  it  an  anti- 
quated institution,  and  that  it  is  hopeless  to  try  and  get 
anything  through  it.    But,  said  Mr.  Lough  emphatically, 
"  the  House  of  Commons  is  what  you  make  it,  and  if  you 
do  not  like  it,  you  can  alter  it.    (A  Voice  :  Question.)  If 
the  House  of  Commons  is  foolish  now  you  can  knock 
common-sense  into  it  at  the  next  election,  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  there  is  some  prospect  of  that  at  the  next  election." 
(Laughter.)    Continuing,  the  speaker  said  chemists  are 
apt  to  have  a  despondent  feeling,  but  they  should  re- 
member that  they  are  citizens  of  a  great  Empire.  The 
demands  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  are  moderate  and  entirely 
right.    (Cheers.)    The  cause  is  making  progress  in  Parlia- 
ment.   (Hear,  hear.)    Certain  precedents  are  doing  the 
Bill  good.    Then,  again,  it  is  quite  an  unusual  circum- 
stance that  on  the  second  reading  of  a  private  Bill  adver- 
tisements should  appear  in  all  the  London  papers  calling 
attention  to  it ;  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  spent  in 
giving  the  Bill  publicity.    This  is  a  new  phenomenon  in  the 
Parliamentary  annals,  but,  added  Mr.  Lough,  "it  has  not 
done  you  any  harm  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  advertised  you." 
English  people,  he  continued,  are  a  thoughtful  people,  and 
it  does  not  matter  how  the  thing  is  brought  before  them. 
Once  get  them  to  think  over  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the 
victory  is  won.    Mr.  Lough  then  went  on  to  refer  in  an 
amusing  manner  to  the  part  played  by  chemists  in  the  recent 
Brighton  election.    The  result  was  quite  unexpected,  and 
made  even  party  politicians  jump  when  it  was  announced. 
Some  time  after,  talking  with  the  successful  candidate,  he 
(the  speaker)  asked  him  what  it  was  that  influenced  his 
return.    "  It  was  that  Pharmaceutical  Bill  of  yours  that  did 
me  good,"  replied  the  newly  returned  M.P.    On  the  morn- 
ing before  the  election  the  successful  candidate  had  a  tele- 
phone message  from  some  chemists  of  Brighton,  asking  him 
if  he  was  in  favour  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill.    Not  knowing 
the  Bill,  he  asked  for  information,  and  was  told  that  it  was 
a  Bill  that  Mr.  Lough  was  backing  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  message  sent  back  was,  "  I  am  in  favour  of  any- 
thing Mr.  Lough  backs,"  and  in  a  few  hours  all  the  chemists 

put  up  bills,  "Vote  for  ."    "This,"  said  Mr.  Lough, 

"shows  that  your  cause  is  making  a  favourable  impression 
on  members  of  Parliament."  Continuing,  Mr.  Lough  said 
in  one  part  of  the  advertisements  referred  to  objection  was 
taken  to  pharmacists  calling  themselves  chemists,  and  he 
had  been  trying  to  find  out  the  derivation  of  the  word.  It 
appears  to  mean  "  a  man  who  studies  the  origin  of  things 
and  can  be  safely  trusted  to  make  up  things  " — a  very  good 
definition.  The  word  is  really  "  alchemist,"  which  carries 
with  it  a  touch  of  mystery,  and  at  once  raises  chemists  above 
the  ordinary  tradesmen  of  this  country.  They  may  not  be 
rich,  but  they  have  that  knowledge  that  unrolls  more  riches 
than  wealth.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  demands  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  are  reasonable,  and  its  promoters  are  reasonable  people. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  had  been  trying  to  find  out  what  was  the 
root  of  the  million  pound  profits  saved,  and  he  found  that 


the  company  who  made  the  boast  sells  eggs  and  books. 
(Laughter.)  "  Well,  none  of  you  object  to  them  selling 
eggs  and  books,  and,  of  course,  the  million  is  made  up  of 
these  things.  You  chemists  stick  to  drugs,"  said  Mr.  Lough. 
Continuing,  he  said  the  advertisements  are  simply  claiming 
the  protection  of  small  private  interests,  and  there  has  been 
more  money  spent  in  this  connection  than  fcr  any  ether 
private  claim  that  he  knew  of.  The  more  money  spent  the 
greater  the  progress  of  sound  public  opinion  and  the  recogni- 
tion of  chemists'  claims.  The  Government  and  the  Privy 
Council  are  favourable  to  the  principles  of  the  Bill,  and  it 
only  wants  an  opportunity  for  discussion  in  the  House  to 
have  their  justness  recognised.  As  a  word  of  comfort,  he 
added  that  he  had  been  fighting  for  several  other  principles 
for  years,  and  was  still  fighting  for  them.  If  he  could  only 
see  his  way  to  putting  in  an  amendment  to  the  Budget  Bill 
or  any  Government  Bill  dealing  with  the  subject  it  would 
be  carried  in  two  or  three  years.  "  Be  patient  and  cenfident 
of  the  justice  of  your  cause  and  it  will  be  duly  recognised 
by  Parliament "  were  the  concluding  words  of  this  splendid 
speech. 

Mr.  Hexniker-Heatox,  M.P.,  announcing  that  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  short  speech  movement,  congratulated 
the  Society  on  having  Mr.  Lough  cn  their  side.  It  has 
been  stated  that  whatever  one  believes  in  and  persists 
in  placing  before  the  House  of  Commcns  will  be  carried 
eventually.  Mr.  Lough  has  been  able  to  get  great  con- 
cessions from  the  Government.  As  a  practical  hint,  very 
necessary  and  helpful,  he  asked  whether  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  elect  the  Chairman  of  the  dinner  to  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  (the  chairman)  would  have  a 
just  cause  to  advocate,  and  his  quiet  work  among  the 
members  would  do  a  great  deal  more  than  all  the  talk  in 
the  world.  He  (the  speaker)  did  not  know  on  what  side 
the  chairman  would  sit,  but  either  party  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  finding  a  safe  seat.  Mr.  Henniker-Heaton 
also  referred  to  the  recent  Brighton  election  and  finished 
his  speech  by  saying  that,  although  he  is  engaged  all  his 
life  in  sticking  together  the  empire  by  means  of  a  postage- 
stamp,  chemists  may  rest  assured  of  his  loyal  support  of 
the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Presidext,  in  proposing  the 

"  Medical  Professiox," 

said  pharmacists  quite  understood  that  they  had  to  act 
under  the  direct  orders  of  the  medical  profession  in  that 
great  cause  to  which  they  give  unstinted  service.  But  phar- 
macy, althougn  subsidiary,  is  equally  important  so  far  as 
the  public  welfare  is  concerned,  and  for  more  than  half  a 
century  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  looked  after  the 
education  of  their  members  and  upheld  the  professional 
aspects  of  their  calling.  That  the  Society  had  merited 
approval  had  been  shown  in  the  past  by  the  recognition  of 
their  work  on  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Dr.  Att  field  had  been 
engaged  on  the  work  for  many  years — (hear,  hear,  and 
applause) — but  this  year  the  General  Medical  Council  had 
gone  a  step  further  by  inviting  the  pharmacists  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  to  join  together  and  nominate  repre- 
sentatives to  serve  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee.  This 
invitation  was  much  appreciated  by  pharmacists,  and  he 
(me  speaker)  was  sure  it  would  lead  to  an  improved  Phar- 
macopoeia. The  President  then  referred  to  the  recent  addi- 
tions to  the  Poison  Schedule,  saying  that  it  was  a  step 
entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health,  and  he  felt 
sure  the  action  of  the  Society  in  that  matter  would  meet  the 
approval  ot  the  medical  profession.  (Applause.) 

Sir  Richard  Douglas  Powell,  Bart..  K.C.V.O.  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians),  in  his  reply,  hoped 
that  the  good  feeling  that  had  ever  existed  between  the 
great  profession  of  pharmacy  and  that  of  medicine  will 
always  continue.    The  medical  profession  are  grateful  to 
members  of  the  pharmaceutical  profession  for  the  way  in 
which  their  prescriptions  are  so  faithfully  and  accurately 
dealt  with.   They  felt  that  every  prescription  is  scrutinised 
in  an  intelligent  manner,  so  that  when  a  slip  of  the  pen  may 
:    make  an  error  the  matter  is  referred  to  the  man  responsible. 
;     and  the  safety  of  the  public  is  doubly  secured.    This  had 
happened  to  himself  not  a  few  times,  and  he  had  in  other 
ways  received  much  assistance  from  his  chemical  brethren, 
i     The  endeavour  of  the  Society  to  restrict  the  sale  of  poisons 
;    is  an  important  one,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  for  the  public 


May  20,  1905 


THE  CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


769 


good.  Unfortunately  that  care  is  somewhat  marred  by  the 
tact  that  the  public  nowadays  can  obtain  poisons  in  a  very 
innocent-looking  form.  All  sorts  of  very  dangerous  poisons 
are  taken  largely  by  the  general  public  without  either  the 
physician  or  the  c  hemist  knowing  anything  about  it.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  hoped  that  this  evil  will  be  dealt  with  when 
other  perhaps  more  pressing  matters  have  been  settled. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  David  Howard,  in  proposing  the  tcast  of  the 

"Pharmaceutical  Society," 
said  his  only  excuse  for  undertaking  it  was  that  he  was  a 
son  and  nephew  of  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Society  and  the  grandson  of  a  pharmacist.  As  for  himself, 
he  did  not  know  what  he  was,  but  if  pharmacy  is  the 
handmaiden  of  medicine,  then  he  was  the  servant  of  the 
handmaiden — (laughter) — or  rather  that  was  the  idea  he 
endeavoured  to  carry  out.  He  could  not  say  that  he  remem- 
bered the  foundation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He 
was  a  very  small  boy  then,  but  in  those  early  days  he  heard 
a,  good  deal  of  the  Society  and  its  work.  Glancing  back  at 
the  early  history  of  the  Society,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten 
that  it  was  founded  by  men  who  had  nothing  to  gain,  but 
everything  to  lose — (hear,  hear) — founded  by  men  who 
occupied  a  very  high  position  in  pharmacy,  with  the  idea 
of  the  public  good  and  benefit.  It  was  just  as  well  to  em- 
phasise this,  because  people  talked  about  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  if  it  were  a  trade  union.  "  What  a  trade  union 
is  I  don't  know,"  said  Mr.  Howard — (cries  of  "  Oh  !  oh  !  ") — 
"  but  if  trade  unions  are  run  on  the  lines  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  then  all  I  can  say  is  the  more  trade  unions  we 
have  the  better."  Continuing,  he  said  the  Society  were  the 
first  teachers  of  practical  chemistry  in  England.  And, 
because  the  pharmacist  has  done  so  much  for  his  fellows, 
when  anything  gees  wrong  he  is  sure  to  get  the  blame. 
There  is  a  mysterious  body  called  in  ancient  times 
"  Crowner's  quest."  The  coroner,  being  untrammelled 
by  the  fetters  of  law  or  fact,  invariably,  when 
anybody  puts  an  end  to  his  life  by  poison,  lays 
blame  at  the  door  of  some  chemist  and  druggist. 
The  public  little  know  what  responsibilities  the  phar- 
macist has.  People  ask  me  why  a  prescription  costs 
so  much.  "  They  might  ask  me  what  quinine  costs. 
(Laughter.)  I  know  what  a  thousand  ounces  cost — I  wish 
it  were  more — (laughter) — and  then  I  have  to  explain  to 
them  that  it  means  you  have  to  pay  not  only  for  the  quinine, 
but  for  the  skill  which  does  not  give  strychnine."  (Hear, 
hear.)  The  knowledge  and  professional  skill  which  every 
prescription  means  should  be  paid  for.  Seme  of  those 
mysterious  calculations  about  "millions"  we  have  heard 
about  are  not  to  the  point.  If  fire  insurance  were  given  up, 
what  a  wonderful  amount  of  money  would  be  saved  !  But 
would  it  be  wise?  (Hear,  hear.)  As  regards  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  had  been  trying  to  understand  it  for  the  past 
forty-five  years,  but  he  had  not  the  faintest  conception  of 
what  it  all  meant.  The  primary  business  of  the  House 
seemed  to  be  to  keep  in  or  turn  out  a  Minister.  Politics,  so 
far  as  he  could  gather,  was  only  a  question  of  what  would 
catch  the  public  ear.  "  Make  it  unpleasant  to  some  Govern- 
ment that  is  in  or  wants  to  be  in,  and  you  will  get  on." 
Taking  up  pharmacy  again,  he  urged  them  to  keep  uefore 
the  public  the  risks  they  ran  in  buying  cheap  medicine, 
tie  rather  deprecated  the  habit  of  having  medicines  already 
made  up,  which,  he  thought,  did  not  represent  the  Higher 
type  of  pharmacy.  "  I  am  not  convinced,"  he  said,  amid 
much  laughter,  "  that  the  '  reach-me-down  '  style  of  clothes 
is  the  highest  form  of  sartorial  art."  And  if  medicinal  pre- 
parations are  already  made  up,  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  be  handled  by  a  man  who  knows  nothing  at  all  about 
them.  Some  of  these — he  would  call  them  round  discs, 
somewhat  flat — (laughter) — contain  deadly  poisons,  and  it 
is  necessary  that  the  seller  should  have  the  accurate 
knowledge  of  their  potency  which  is  only  obtained  by  long 
experience.  There  is  a  growing  lamentable  habit  of  the 
public  prescribing  for  themselves.  Well,  if  the  man  who  is 
his  own  lawyer  has  a  fool  for  his  client,  surely  the 
patient  who  is  his  own  doctor  has  a  greater  fool 
for  his  patient.  At  the  present  day  there  is  as 
much  need  as  ever  for  the  skill  of  the  pharmacist, 
and  here  was  the  principal  reason  for  the  foundation  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  gave  the  high  training 


and  accurate  knowledge  for  all  those  who  deal  with  anything 
so  potent  as  medicines.  One  might  have  ready-made  pro- 
scriptions of  "law"  or  "wills,"  and  what  a  delight  they 
are  to  the  lawyers  !  but  when  it  comes  to  ready-made  medi- 
cine perhaps  the  Ancient  Court  of  Coroners  would  come  in 
as  a  probable  result. 

The  President,  in  returning  thanks,  said  it  gave  him 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  see  so  large  and  distinguished  a 
company  present.  At  the  present  time  the  Society  is 
going  through  a  period  of  anxiety,  but  a  great  writer  has 
said  "  No  nation  becomes  great  except  through  suffering." 
It  seemed  to  him  the  Society  is  qualifying  for  becoming 
great,  for  they  are  going  through  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
That  is  no  reason  for  relaxation  of  effort.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  must  still  press  for  their  just  rights.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Referring  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  he  said  they 
spend  3,000/.  a  year  in  helping  their  less  fortunate  brethren. 
He  hoped  the  Society  would  continue  to  prosper.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

At  this  stage  the  President  announced  letters  of  regret 
from  Lord  Londonderry,  Lord  Avebury,  Sir  Gilbert 
Parker,  Sir  Michael  Foster,  Dr.  Donald  MacAlister, 
Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  James  Reid,  M.P.,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  branch. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  the 

"Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland," 
The  President  said  the  Irish  Society  is  ahead  cf  the 
British  Society,  inasmuch  as  their  members  have  the  so'c 
right  of  dispensing  medicines.  They  congratulated  Ireland 
in  being  in  such  a  position,  and  they  would  be  glad 
if  Ireland  would  join  them  in  giving  help  with  the  Pharmacy 
Bill.  Anything  they  could  learn  from  the  Irish  organisa- 
tion they  would  be  glad  to  take  advantage  of.  (Loud 
cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  heartily  thanked  them  for  the  en- 
thusiastic manner  in  which  they  had  received  the  toast  of 
his  Society.  They  highly  appreciated  the  good  will,  and  his 
colleagues  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  way  in  which  the 
toast  had  been  received.  When  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Bill 
was  before  the  House  he  spent  two  months  in  the  Commons 
(not  as  an  M.P.),  and  then  his  colleagues  and  he  went  on 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  where  they  got  more  sympathy. 
(Laughter.)  They  had  special  reason  to  remember  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach,  as  he  came  to  Ireland  as  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  ran  the  Pharmacy  Bill  in  1875.  They  were  a  very 
united  party  up  to  that  time,  but  he  came  among  them  and 
promoted  a  Bill  in  Parliament  which  prevented  an  un- 
qualified man  becoming  a  partner  in  a  pharmaceutical  busi- 
ness. It  is  a  pity,  said  Mr.  Wells,  that  Sir  Michael  did  not 
stick  to  the  principles  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1875.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  was  thirty  years  old,  and 
it  had  done  a  great  deal  to  advance  pharmacy  in  Ireland. 
They  could  show  pharmacies  that  would  compare  favour- 
ably with  anything  in  England,  and  he  guaranteed  that  they 
took  as  great  care  in  these  establishments  as  in  the  best 
houses  on  this  side  of  the  Channel.  Concluding,  he  hoped 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  would  be  successful,  and  thanked  them 
for  the  hearty  reception  they  had  given  him.  (Cheers.) 

Other  Toasts. 

The  President  then  gave  the  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions of  Great  Britain.  He  said  'the  institution  of  local 
associations  and  of  divisional  secretaries  had  been  an 
excellent  arrangement  and  was  productive  of  much  politi- 
cal good.  In  his  visits  to  local  associations  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  he  had  found  a  new  spirit  and 
more  hope  among  members.  It  had  been  written  that 
"man  as  a  civilised  be.'ng  could  only  flourish  in  an 
organised  '  society,"  and  chemists  throughout  the  country 
were  beginning  to  realise  the  benefits  of  organisation. 
This  year  the  Society  had  invited  several  of  the  prominent 
men  in  local  associations  throughout  the  country  as  guests, 
so  that  some  recognition  may  be  given  of  their  excellent 
and  unselfish  work.  Among  others  present  were  Mr. 
Feaver  Clarke,  who  had  done  great  work  in  North  Kent, 
and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Associa- 
tions. (Applause.)  The  President  of  the  Federation, 
Mr.  Currie,  was  also  present — (hear,  hear) — Mr.  Harry 
Kemp  of  Manchester,  Mr.  Taylor  from  Bristol,  Mr.  Ant-" 
cliffe  from  Sheffield,  and  others. 

Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  who  replied,  said  the  great 
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advance  made  by  local  associations  during  the  past  year 
or  two  had  been  greatly  due  to  the  ceaseless  energy  of  the 
President  himself.  He  believed  that  local  organisations 
were  having  a  considerable  effect  in  the  education  of  local 
Members  of  Parliament.  In  his  own  experience,  he  knew 
of  cases  in  which  Members  of  Parliament  had  been  induced 
to  read  and  to  consider  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  with 
results  to  pharmacists. 

The    President    then    gave    the    last    toast,    "  Our 
Guests." 

Mr.  R.  F.  Danfohd  Thomas,  deputy-coroner  for  London 
C  ity  and  Southwark,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  said  Mr. 
Howard  had  made  some  humorous  remarks  regarding  the 
ancient  office  of  Coroner,  which  he  would  not  attempt  to 
deal  with.  He  would  like  to  say,  however,  that  if  the 
delinquincfes  of  chemists  did  ever  come  before  them,  they 
were  treated  as  leniently  as  could  be  done.  He  knew 
that  a  coroner  in  the  abstract  was  a  skeleton  at  the  feast 
— in  hie  case  a  well-filled  skeleton — (laughter) — so  he 
would  not  detain  them.  He  would  like  to  refer,  however, 
to  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year  over  160  deaths 
were  caused  (either  by  suicide  or  accident)  by  carbolic  acid. 
He  did  not  know  whether  chemists  were  in  favour  of  car- 
bolic acid  being  scheduled — (Oh!  oh!) — but  he  thought 
it  wise  that  it  should  be  so.  At  present  it  is  easily 
obtained  from  oilshops  and  all  sorts  of  places.  Although 
he  had  had  no  inquest  directly  resulting  from  a  prescrip- 
tion handed  on  from  one  person  to  another,  he  quite 
realised  the  danger  of  such  a  practice. 

Mr.  W.  O'Malley,  M.P.,  who  also  replied,  said  he  had 
been  greatly  struck  with  the  eloquence  of  the  President,  of 
Mr.  Howard,  and  of  Mr.  Wells.    "As  a  matter  of  fact," 
continued  Mr.  O'Malley  in  his  quaint  style,  "  I  have  heard 
,n  good  deal  more  eloquence  here  than  down  yonder." 
( Laughter. )    He  then  went  on  to  suggest  that  the  President 
might  get  a  seat  in  Parliament.    He  did  not  know  which 
side  of  the  House  the  President  would  be  likely  to  sit  on, 
but  any  side  he  would  adorn,  and  the  cause  of  pharmacy 
would  be  sure  of  a  hearing.    With  the  President  on  the 
•Government  side  (after  the  next  election),  and  Mr.  Idris  on 
the  Tory  side — (great  laughter) — the  Pharmacy  Bill  would 
be  as  good  as  passed.    Of  course,  they  might  fall  out  about 
Education  Acts,  about  Fiscal  Reform,  and  about  Church 
■questions — (laughter) — but  they  would  join  together  on  the 
Pharmacy  Bill.    Then,  if  Mr.  Howard  sat  on  the  cross 
benches — (laughter) — or.  better  still,  on  the  Irish  benches 
— (laughter) — the  Bill  v/ould  very  soon  be  law.  With 
regard  to  the  result  of  the  Brighton  election,  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Lough,  he  would  tell  them  the  real  cause  of  the  victory 
(Laughter.)    On  the  night  of  the  election  a  group  of  mem- 
bers, were  eagerly  discussing  the  result  in  the  Lobby,  and 
assigning  for~it  all  sorts'  of  causes.    At  length  he  to*u  mem 
they  were  all  wrong.    "  '  The  reason  for  the  victory  is  quite 
easily  explained,'  I  said.    '  I  have  been  living  at  Brighton 
myself  for  the  past  eighteen  months.""    (Great  laughter.) 
In  conclusion,  he  hoped  his  advice  about  getting  Mr.  Robin- 
son into  Parliament  would  not  be  disregarded.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  William  Flux,  solicitor  to  the  Society,  was  also 
called  upon  to  replv.  and  made  an  interesting  speech,  re- 
calling incidents  of  "the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 
He  said  the  most  serious  section  of  the  Act,  the  seventeenth, 
was  not  in  the  original  as  drafted  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  but  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  John  Simon,  then  medi- 
cal officer  to  the  Privy  Council.  It  was  not  liked  by 
chemists  at  that  time,  and  Mr.  Flux  gave  the  impression 
tiiat  it  gives  chemists  now  all  the  trouble  they  suffer,  but 
when  it  was  introduced  he  had  to  impress  upon  those  who 
were  getting  the  Bill  through  that,  whatever  they  did,  they 
must  not  touch  Or.  Simon's  clause.  Mr.  Flux  also  recalled 
the  fact  that  he  was  deputed  by  the  Council  to  visit 
Ireland  in  order  to  persuade  pharmacists  there  to  join 
Great  Britain,  but  they  declined.  Reference  was  further 
made  to  the  Juries  Act,  in  which  pharmaceutical  chemists 
were  exempted  from  jury-service. 

This  speech,  made  to  a  thinning  audience,  brought  the 
proceedings  to  a  close,  but  a  few  lingered  in  the  coffee- 
room  to  chat  over  things  that  had  been  said. 

During  the  dinner  Pitman's  Blue  Viennese  Orchestra 
played  musical  selections.     Contrary  to  the  practice  of 
former  years,  there  were  no  vocal  contributions  except 
those  of  the  speakers  menticned. 
I 
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Frankish.  Dr. 
Frost,  S.  T. 
Fuller,  E.  G. 
Fuller,  J. 
Fuller,  J. 
Gadd.  H.  Wippel 
Gamble.  F.  W, 
Gibb.  J. 
Gibson,  W.  H. 
Glvn-Jones.  W.  S. 
Goodall,  F.  C. 
Goodall,  W.  A. 
Gov,  W.  H. 
Greenish.  Professor 
Gresorv.  A.  C. 
Gulliver.  W.  F. 
Hasron.  A. 
Hale.  C.  W. 
Harrington.  J.  F. 
Harvey,  Roger  M. 
Hawkins.  Dr.  F.  M. 
Heap,  J.  H. 
Hickev.  H. 
Hill.  A.  T. 
Hills.  Walter 


Hobbs,  A.  E. 

Hodgkinson,  ('. 

Hodgson,   C.  R.  (Secretary 

College  of  Preceptors) 
Holmes.  E.  M. 
Houghton.  R.  YV. 
Howard,    David  (President 

Institute  of  Chemistry) 
Howie,  W.  L. 
Hugill.  E.  A. 
Hugill.  J.  H. 

Idris,  T.  H.  W.,  J.P.,  L.C.C. 

Jackson,  C.  J. 

Jennings,  J.  A. 

Jones,  G.  E. 

Kemp.  L.  J. 

Kemp,  Harry,  D.S. 

Knight,  G.  J. 

Lancet  (S.  A.  Vasey) 

Lansdown.  G.  A. 

Layman,  F.  X. 

Leng,  R. 

Lescher,  F.  Harwood 
Levens.  YY. 
Lewis,  D.  L. 
Lewis,  ilenry 
Linstead,  E 
Lough,  Thomas,  M.P. 
Macdonald,  Alex. 
Martin,  C. 
Massey,  S.  J. 

Meldola,  Professor  R., 
F.R.S.  (President  of 
Chemical  Society) 

Miles,  C.  J. 

Moon,  H 

Morson,  A. 

Morson.  T.  P. 

Moul.  Frank 
;  Navlor,  W.  A.  H.  (President 
British     Pharm.  Confer- 
ence) 

Xewsholme,  G.  T.  Y\  . 
O'Mallev,  William,  M.P. 
Pain,  R. 
Park,  C.  J. 
Parker,  W.  S. 
Parsons,  W. 
Pearson,  G.  E. 
Perry,  W.  A. 
Phillips.  A.  J. 
Piper.  F.  J. 

Powell.     Sir    R-  Douglas, 

Bart.,  KX.V.O. 
Presaut,  C.  S. 
Preston.  Lieut. -0>!.,  Y.I). 
Procter.  H.  R. 
Quarrel!,  W.  H. 
Raine.  E.  B. 
Raper.  J.  R. 
Rayner,  A 
Richardson,  R.  J- 
Ridlev,  R. 
Rogers.  F.  A; 
Rogerson,  W.  I. 
Rovle.  H.  I.,  jun. 
RoVle,  H.  W. 

Roylc,  J.  W. 

Sanger,  Ernest 

Savorv.  A.  L. 

Schollar.  X.  II. 

Shannon.  R.  J. 

Shepheird,  W.  F.  J. 

Sherwood,  N. 

Shillcock,  A. 

Silverlock.  H. 

Smith.  J.  H.  •  , 

Society      of  Apothecaries 
(the*  Master) 

Solomon.  A.  H. 

Stamp,  F.  U..  D.S. 

Stevens,  H.  B. 

Stevenson.  H.  E. 

Stevenson,      Sir  Thomas, 
M.D. 

Stickland.  Xorma:i 

Stickland.  W.  H. 

Sturlon.  F.  A. 

Tankins,  W. 

Taubman,  R. 
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Taylor,  A.  L.,  D.S. 
Thomas,    R.     F.  Danford 

(Deputy-Coroner,  City  and 

Southwark) 
Thurston,  J. 
Truman,  F.  W. 
Umney,  E.  A. 
Umney,  C. 
Umney,  J.  C. 
Walker,  H. 
Want,  W.  P. 
Warren,  W. 
Weld,  C.  C. 

"  D.S."  behind  sonic  of  the 
Secretary." 


Wells,  W.  F.  (President,  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland) 
Weston,  S.  J. 
Whiffin,  T.  J. 
White,  Edmund,  B.Sc. 
White,  George 
Wigginton,  A. 
Wig-gins,  H. 
Williams,  T.  R. 
Woolley,  S.  W. 
Wretts,  J.  P. 
Wright,  H.  C. 
names  is  short  for  "Divisional 


The  Song  that  was  not  Sung. 

The  Dinner  that  comes  in  the  Spring,  tra  la, 

Kicks  up  such  a  deuce  of  a  shine  ; 
For  the  Nobs  have  their  annual  fling,  tra  la, 
And  members  of  Parliament  bring,  tra  la, 
To  fill  them  with  praises — and  wine. 
But  many  are  weary  and  dolefully  sing, 
As  dull  as  the  Dinner  that  comes  in  the  Spring, 

Tra  la  la  la  la,  tra  la  la  la  la, 
As  dull  as  the  Dinner  in  Spring." 

When  the  Dinner  comes  off  in  the  Spring,  tra  la, 

Each  worshipper  hunts  for  a  place  ; 
The  programme's  a  delicate  thing,  tra  la, 
With  swallow-y  birds  on  the  wing,  tra  la, 
And  a  smile  on  the  President's  face. 
So,  full  to  repletion  the  happy  ones  sing 
"  We  ought  to  have  more  than  one  Dinner  in  Spring, 

Tra  la  la  la  la,  tra  la  la  la  la. 
We  should  have  another  in  Spring." 

When  the  speeches  are  spoken  in  Spring,  tra  la, 

Retailers  (quite  fifty)  applaud  ; 
When  orators  compliments  fling,  tra  la, 
Or  indulge  in  reflections  that  sting,  tra  la, 
They  joy  like  a  maid  with  a  gaud  ; 
And  all  the  two  hundred  unanimous  sing. 
"  O  blest  be  our  Annual  Dinner  in  Spring, 
Tra  la  la  la  la,  tra  la  la  la  la, 
Our  Annual  Dinner  in  Spring." 
But  the  chemist  that  works  in  the  Spring,  tra  la, 

Is  a  slave  until  far  in  the  night, 
And  he  heeds  not  the  odours  that  cling,  tra  la. 
Or  the  plaudits  that  welcome  "  The  King,"  tra  la, 
In  the  "  Metropolc  "  brilliant  and  bright. 
"  More  work  and  less  jaw,"  he  will  pungently  sing, 
"  And  I  may  get  a  guinea  to  spend  in  the  Spring, 

Tra  la  la  la  la,  tra  la  la  la  la, 
At  present  they're  scarce  in  the  Spring." 


Annual  General  Meeting. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on 
Wednesday,  May  17.  At  noon  the  President  took  the  chair, 
and  on  his  right  sat  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  R.  Young), 
whilst  the  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  Bremridge)  and  Solicitor  were 
on  the  left.  The  members  of  Council  who  filed  in  with  the 
President  were  Messrs.  M.  Carteighe,  A.  Cooper,  W.  G. 
Cross,  W.  L.  Currie,  W.  H.  Gibson,  A.  Hagon,  J.  F. 
Harrington,  J.   Harrison,  Walter  Hills,  A.  E.  Hobbs, 

G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  C.  J.  Park,  and  A.  C.  Wootton.  The 
attendance  of  members  of  the  Society  was  over  seventy, 
amongst  them  being  Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  L.  Atkinson,  J.  T. 
Barrett,  F.  Bascombe,  Peter  Boa,  I.  Bourdas,  J.  W.  Bowen, 
D.  Campbell,  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  J.  H.  Cuff,  R.  M.  Ewell, 

H.  Finnemore,  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  F.  Goldby,  W.  F. 
Gulliver,  A.  Higgs,  W.  Murton  Holmes,  W.  L.  Howie, 
T.  H.  W.  Idris,  J.  Mackenzie,  W.  H.  Martindale.  J.  C. 
Pentney,  T.  H.  Powell,  W.  P.  Robinson,  and  F.  W. 
Truman. 

The  President  first  called  on  the  Secretary  to  read  the 
notice  convening  the  meeting.  He  then  proceeded  to  com- 
ment upon 

The  Annual  Report. 
He  said  :  "  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Society, 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  you  to-day  on  the  occasion  of  this,  the 
sixty-fourth  annual  general  meeting.  I  have  a  note 
from  Mr.  Atkins,  who  desires  me  to  say  that  he 
regrets  very  much  being  unable  to  be  present,  as  he  has 
another  engagement  elsewhere,  and  that  this  is  the  first 
occasion  on  which  he  has  absented  himself  for  thirtv-five 


years.    Is  it  your  pleasure  that  the  annual  report  and  the 
financial  statement  be  taken  as  read  ?   (Cries  of  "  Agreed.'') 
It  now  becomes  my  duty,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  move 
that  the  annual  report  and  statement  of  accounts  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted.    In  dealing  with  it  I  will  first  briefly 
refer  to  the  financial  statement,  which  you  all  have  before 
you.   You  will  see  that  during  the  past  year — the  year  1904 
— we  have  spent  more  than  we  have  received,  and  have  had 
(o  take  from  our  accumulated  funds  1,242/.    But  you  will 
see  at  once  the  reason  of  that.    The  income  from  the  ex- 
amination fees  has  been  970/.  less  than  it  was  in  the  previous 
year  because  of -the  smaller  number  of  candidates  who  have 
come  forward  for  examination,  and,  in  addition,  we  have 
spent  rather  more  in  various  directions.    The  particulars 
will  be  found  in  detail  on  the  expenditure  side.    I  just 
want  to  say  to  you  that  although  the  number  of  candidates 
is  smaller,  I  am  advised  by  the  officers  that  it  is  normal. 
We  really  had  to  compare  1904  with  the  exceptional  year 
1905.    In  the  latter  year  there  was  a  large  number  of  candi- 
dates, 166  more  than  came  forward  during  the  year  under 
review.    The  decrease,  I  think,  is  principally  in  the  Minor 
examinations.    That  decrease  notwithstanding,  I  think  we 
have  done  very  well  indeed.    The  year  was  a  normal  one, 
ana  so  far  as  I  know  there  is  nothing  to  lead  us  to  anti- 
cipate that  it  is  the  beginning  of  a  general  decline.   We  have 
still  many  candidates  coming  forward,  and  I  have  every 
confidence  that  the  number  will  increase.    Dealing  with  the 
revenue  account,  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  212/.  in  the 
expenditure  on  the  examinations,  because  166  less  candi- 
dates came  up  for  examination.     The  next  item  is  the 
"Journal"  account,  where  on  the  balance  of  account  there 
is  an  increase  of  873/.   In  this  connection  I  wish  to  say  mat 
there  has  been  an  increased  income  from  advertisements 
an-^  subscriptions,  and,  of  course,  there  has  been  also  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  expenditure.    When  I  tell  you 
that  the  entire  expense  of  removing  the  offices  of  the 
"Journal"  to  other  premises  has  been  charged  to  revenue 
and  not  to  capital  account,  you  will  see  at  once  that  that 
explains  in  a  large  measure  the  increase  on  the  "  Journal " 
account.    At  the  same  time,  the  Council  thinks  that  the 
"  Journal "  is  in  a  position  to  do  increased  useful  work  for 
the  Society,  and  we  hope  it  will  lead  you  to  think  that  the 
money  has  been  well  spent.    By  means  of  the  increased  ex- 
penditure it  is  hoped  it  will  be  made  more  acceptable  to 
the  members  and  more  useful  to  the  Society  generally.  In 
the  museum  account  there  is  another  item  of  increase,  but 
this  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  an  exceptional 
charge  of  442/.  for  chemical  appliances,  all  of  which  we 
thought  it  right  to  charge  to  revenue  account.    The  next 
thing  I  desire  to  point  out  is  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  North  British  Branch  amounting 
to  124/.    They  have  made  their  premises  at  Edinburgh  "a- 
more  acceptable  and  more  comfortable  to  the  users.  They 
have  made  their  house  at  Edinburgh  more  commodious  in 
every  way,  and  by  improving  the  sanitary  arrangmeents  and 
making  it  more  attractive  in  other  ways,  have  added  to 
its    efficiency.     I    come    now    to    an    increase    in  the 
expenditure    under    the    heading    of    rent,    taxes,  and 
insurance.     The  increase  here  amounts  to  405/.     It  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  we  paid  a  premium  on  the 
fire  insurance  for  seven  years.    By  paying  on  a  policy  for 
six  years  we  get  the  insurance  for  seven,  and  this  w-as  the 
year  in  which  we  paid  the  premium.    I  would  also  remind 
you  that  the  Secretary  has  had  to  vacate  the  rooms  that  he 
had  here,  and  we  have  had  to  provide  him  with  another 
place  elsewhere.    These  are  the  two  items  which  account 
for  the  increase  under  rent,  taxes,  and  insurance.  Then, 
on  postage,  there  has  been  an  increase  on  the  "Journal'' 
account  of  40/.,  the  names  of  163  members  having  been 
added  to  the  list.    Under  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and 
Research  Laboratory  Accounts  you  will  observe  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  682/.  in  the  amount  of  the  expendi- 
ture.   This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fitting-up  of  the  new 
laboratories  for  applied  pharmaceutics,  the  electrical  and 
optical  laboratories,  the  students'  common-room,  and  the 
general  repairs.    You  will,  of  course,  know  that  in  fitting- 
up  this  laboratory  for  applied  pharmaceutics,  we  have 
done  what  members  thought  should  be  done,  and  we  all 
feel  quite  sure  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  us  in  teaching- 
pharmaceutical  work.    I  hope  that  members  will  take  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  those  laboratories,  fitted  up  as  they 
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are  for  applied  pharmaceutics,  as  well  as  the  electr'cal 
and  optical  laboratories.  For  some  time  past  the  students 
were  in  need  of  a  common-room.  When  we  yielded  the 
point  to  the  ladies  and  provided  them  with  a  common- 
room,  we  felt  ourselves  bound  to  give  the  male  students 
one.  I  see  on  the  expenditure  side  a  note  intimating  the 
expenditure  of  334/.  on  the  "Compendium.''  You  will 
understand  that  that  work  is  going  on  very  well.  I  believe 
(hat  we  have  several  students  working  upon  it,  and  that  a 
work  will  be  produced  acceptable  to  the  members  gene- 
rally. I  turn  now  to  the  income  side,  and  would  point 
out  at  once  that  the  amount  derived  from  examination 
fe2s  is  973?.  less  than  in  1903.  As  I  have  indicated,  this 
decrease  is  owing  to  the  smaller  number  of  candidates  who 
entered.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  more  men  in  the 
school,  the  number  at  present  being  31.  That  deals 
generally  with  the  revenue  account.  I  have  merely  to  say 
— and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  endorsed  by  the  members — 
that  if  you  think  the  money  has  been  well  spent,  there  is 
no  necessity  for  us  grudging  or  regretting  the  fact  that  we 
have  had  to  take  1,200/.  from  our  Accumulated  Funds. 
The  money  has  been  well  spent,  and  will  bring  us  in- 
creased support  for  the  future  Many  of  the  increases  in 
the  expenditure  will  not  be  recurrent.  For  example,  we 
will  not  have  to  fit  up  a  laboratory  as  we  have  had  to  do, 
and  we  start  the  new  year  on  a  perfectly  clear  basis, 
having  spent  the  money  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Society. 
(Hear,  hear).  That  disposes  of  the  Financial  Statement. 
Now  allow  me  to  direct  your  attention  to 

Other  Paragraphs  in  the  Report. 
You  will  observe  under  the  heading  "  Examinations  "  that 
■we  have  had  166  fewer  candidates.    I  think  that  was  for  the 
Minor.    But  there  is  nothing  to  regret  in  this  connection 
when  I  tell  you,  as  I  have  hinted  before,  the  number  of 
entries  is  quite  normal,  and  the  decrease  is  marked  merely 
in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  which  was  a  very 
good  one  indeed.    In  the  second  paragraph  dealing  with 
the  examinations  you  will  see  that  we  wish  rather  to  give 
greater  elasticity  in  the  giving  of  certificates  to  young  men 
who  desire  to  become  students.    This  we  propose  to  do  by 
accepting  evidence  of  their  fitness,  by  accepting  certificates 
from  matriculation  examinations.    These  certificates  will  be 
made  available  and  will  be  acceptable  to  us,  as  an  evidence 
that  the  students  are  sufficiently  well  qualified  to  come  up 
as  students  of  pharmacy.    The  by-laws  will  probably  require 
slight  alteration  in  order  to  afford  the  greater  elasticity  to 
which  I  have  referred.    Coming  next  to  the  paragraphs 
relating  to  the  evening  meetings,  you  will  read  that  these 
have  been  satisfactory.    I  may  say  that  we  have  had  very 
good  evening  meetings  indeed.    They  have  been  successful 
in  every  way,  having  been  largely  attended  and  the  greatest 
possible  support  having  been  accorded,  and  interest  taken 
in  them.   As  you  will  notice  we  have  had  some  very  valuable 
papers  read  to  us.    I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  same  remark 
applies  to  our  North  British  Branch  at  Edinburgh.  You 
will  see  from  the  report  that  they  seem  to  have  had  a  most 
delightful  session.    Valuable  papers  have  been  read,  and 
this  fact  forms  an  essential  point  with  reference  to  the 
scientific  part  of  our  work.    You  will  be  glad  to  note  that 
at  these  evening  meetings  opportunities  are  given  to  the 
younger  men  for  what  I  may  describe  as  bringing  forward 
scientific  subjects  for  discussion.    As  regards  the  School, 
we  have  had  to  put  on  record  our  regret  that  Professor 
Wynne  has  left  us  and  gone  to  Sheffield.    We  lost  his 
services  with  much  regret,  as  he  was  a  very  acceptable 
gentleman  to  fill  the  Chair  of  Chemistry.    The  Council  was 
fortunate  in  securing  Professor  Crossley  to  fill  the  position. 
("  Hear,  hear  "  and  applause.)   He  was  lecturer  in  chemistry 
at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  and  is  now  our  professor  here. 
The  School  is  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  and  satisfactory 
state  and,  as  you  will  observe  from  the  Statement  of  the 
Council,  "by  acquiring  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of 
72  Great  Russell  Street,  the  Council  has  been  enabled  to 
provide  additional  accommodation   for   the  teaching  of 
physics,  together  with  a  special  reading  and  conversation 
room  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  male  students."  A  further 
development  in  the  educational  work  of  the  Council  during 
the  year  is  the  provision  of  a  separate  laboratory,  with 
suitable  apparatus  and  power,  for  instruction  in  practical 
pharmaceutics.    With  reference  to  the  statement  in  the 


Report  regarding  the  library  and  the  museum,  I  have  nu- 
thing  to  add.  They  are  being  used  by  the  students  and 
have  been  a  great  benefit  to  them.  We  have  made  a  change 
in  the  museum  with  reference  to  the  chemical  specimens 
there.  These  we  thought  might  be  removed  and  put  else- 
where. The  result  is  that  that  part  of  the  museum  is  now 
better  fitted  for  studying  and  is  being  so  used  by  the 
students.  With  regard  to  legal  affairs,  I  think  they  are 
quite  normal.  You  will  see  that  we  set  out  what  we  think 
is  a  very  flagrant  case.    I  allude  to  what  is  known  as 

The  Cardiff  Case. 
You  will  know  the  ruling  of  the  Judge  who  tried  it  who 
said  that  he  could  not  go  behind  the  decision  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  a  previous  case.  The  Council  has  gone  on 
steadily  prosecuting  its  legal  work  and  the  usual  average 
number  of  cases  have  been  dealt  with.  They  try  in  every 
way  to  take  notice  of  cases  brought  to  their  cognisance,  and 
in  investigating  these  there  is  a  large  amount  of  work  done 
here.  The  Conmiittee  is  always  very  active  and  I  am  sure 
you  will  find  its  work  satisfactory.  You  will  notice  that 
during  the  year,  459  cases  were  reported  and  in  111  instances 
proceedings  were  taken.  In  the  majority  of  these  cases  no 
special  features  were  presented,  but  on  the  whole  the  law  has 
been  carried  out  faithfully  by  the  Society. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 
I  now  come  to  deal  with  the  paragraphs  headed  "  Parlia- 
mentary." on  p.  4.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  anything 
fresh  to  the  meeting  on  the  matters  there  dealt  with, 
but  I  should  explain  to  you  the  action  the  Council  has 
taken  during  the  past  year  with  reference  to  the  Pharmacy 
Bill.  We  reintroduced  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  but  made  an 
alteration  in  it.  That  alteration  was  pressed  upon  the 
Council  from  many  sides.  Expressions  of  opinion  as  to  the 
need  for  it  came  from  official  quarters  and  from  many  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  who  are  our  well-wishers,  as  well  as  from 
some  of  our  own  members.  It  was  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  the  Society  that  the  Bill  previously  drawn  up  should  be 
modified  in  one  particular.  You  all  know  it.  Instead  of 
making  it  obligatory  for  every  director  of  a  company  to  be 
a  qualified  chemist,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  we 
insisted  upon  the  man  who  was  in  charge  of  a  pharmacy 
belonging  to  a  company — that  is,  the  man  who  corresponds 
in  the  case  of  the  company  to  the  individual  chemist — being 
a  qualified  man,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  safeguard  for  the 
public  and  would  be  as  much  as  we  could  expect  to  get 
from  any  Parliament.  I  had  had  many  communications 
made  to  me  suggesting  that  the  Bill  had  better  be  modified 
in  that  particular.  Although  as  a  result  of  that  amend- 
ment the  opposition  of  many  has  been  modified  and  we 
have  gained  a  great  deal  of  support,  I  want  to  emphasise 
the  fact  that  we  have  still  many  opponents  who  think  that 
even  the  very  moderate  alteration  of  the  law  which  we 
asked  for  is  still  unnecessary.  This  meeting  knows 
generally  the  opposition  we  have  had  to  meet  with.  Now, 
what  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Council  on  that  point  is,  that 
having  had  a  very  large  experience  in  many  parts  of  the 
country  where  it  has  been  my  happiness  and  good  fortune 
to  have  met  with  and  learned  the  views  held  by  many 
members,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  now 
before  the  House  of  Commons  embodies  a  very  reasonable 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  yet  it  is  an  extraordinary 
fact,  that  no  matter  what  the  subject  may  be,  it  is  very 
difficult  for  a  Bill  to  be  introduced  by  a  private  member 
and  obtain  a  fair  hearing  in  Parliament.  It  is  owing  to  this 
fact  that  we  are  in  the  position  we  are.  The  Bill  has  been 
put  down  and  postponed.  It  was  not  reached  and  it  is 
now  postponed  until  a  date  in  June.  Of  course  we  cannot 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  fate  that  has  befallen 
I  the  Pharmacy  Bill  applies  equally  to  other  Bills  introduced 
by  private  members.  The  fact  remains  that  time  cannot 
be  found  for  the  discussion  of  Bills  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  private  members.  I  have  a  firm 
belief  that  if  that  time  could  be  found,  and  if  the  oppor- 
tunity were  afforded  us  of  having  the  Pharmacy  Bill  brought 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  we  have  such  promises  of 
support  that  it  would  pass  a  second  reading  and  would  be 
sent  upstairs  to  Committee.  A  friend  of  mine  who  has 
been  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  twenty  years  says  it 
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is  now  impossible  for  the  Bills  of  private  members  to  be 
considered.    Some  member,  after  fifteen  years'  persistent 
and  active  work,  may  succeed  in  getting  the  legislation 
which  he  desires  on  some  subject.    But  private  members' 
rights  and  nights  are  vanishing  more  and  more,  and  the 
present  condition  of  affairs  compels  the  Government,  what- 
ever the  Government  may  be,  to  take  all  the  time  of  the 
House  of  Commons.    As  I  have  stated,  private  members 
will  find  it  more  and  more  difficult  to  get  their  Bills  through 
Parliament.    Our  position,  however,  is  this,  that  having 
given  serious  consideration  to  the  matter  on  which  we 
desire  legislation,  having  put  this  Bill  before  Parliament 
embodying  a  proposal  which  we   consider   so  eminently 
reasonable,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  do  everything  we  can, 
by  communications  with  the  Government  and  with  members 
of  Parliament  throughout  the  country  and  ether  means, 
to  secure  the  amendment  of  the  law  at  which  we  aim.  The 
local  Associations  and  individual  members  of  the  Society 
have  shown  the  keenest  interest  in  this  question  by  ap- 
proaching their  respective  members  of  Parliament,  urging 
them  to  support  the  Bill.    They  have  done  so  with  a  great 
measure  of  success.    One  member  of  Parliament  told  me 
the  other  night  that  he  received  requests  to  this  effect  from 
four  chemists,  men  for  whom  he  had  the  highest  respect. 
Possibly    they    were    his    staunch    supporters    as  well. 
(Laughter.)    That  member  told  me  that  he  was  most  glad 
to  read  the  Bill  which  they  asked  him  to  read  and  that 
having  done  so,  he  was  prepared  to  give  it  his  hearty  sup- 
port.   (Applause.)    I  suggest,  therefore,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, that  we  should  persevere  in  what  we  believe  to  be  a 
proper  course.    We  can  assist  to  have  this  Bill  brought 
before  the  Legislature  by  the  means  I  have  outlined — and 
we  have  opportunities  of  having  it  placed  before  the  Gov- 
ernment or  Government  Departments.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  our  plain  duty  is  to  press  this  Bill  forward  by  all 
the  means  in  our  power,  and  in  this  connection  I  ask  for 
the  individual  support  of  members  of  the  Society  through- 
out the  country.    I  am  glad  to  recognise  how  generously  a 
previous  request  was  acceded  to.    My  earnest  hope  is  that 
by  a  continuance  of  that  support  we  shall  succeed  in  getting 
the  law  altered  in  a  way  eminently  reasonable  from  the 
public  as  well  as  from  our  own  point  of  view.  (Applause.) 
I  see  in  passing  that  in  the  next  paragraph  under  the 
same  heading  we  express  our  indebtedness  to  the  divisional 
Secretaries  and  Associations  in  various  parts  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  valuable  support  they  have  so  promptly 
given  in  Parliamentary  matters.    I  now  turn  to  the  para- 
graph dealing  with 

The  Pharmacopoeia. 
It  will  afford  you  all  pleasure  to  know  that  in  response  to 
an  invitation  from  the  General  Medical  Council  our  Council, 
in  co-operation  with  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  nominated  for  appointment  a  Committee 
of  Reference  in  Pharmacy  in  connection  with  the  revision 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  essential  point  is  thai 
the  pharmacist  is  now  recognised  as  having  a  proper  status 
under  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  This  is  a  point  for  which 
we  have  been  striving  for  some  years,  and  I  am  sure,  among 
ethers,  our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  our 
Treasurer,  for  the  great  perseverance,  and,  shall  I  say, 
diplomacy,  which  he  exercised  in  connection  with  the 
matter.  He  has  helped  us  very  considerably  indeed  in 
getting  perfect  unanimity  between  us  and  our  sister  Society 
in  Ireland  in  having  arranged  the  nominations  for  the  Phar- 
macopoeia Committee  to  act  along  with  the  Medical  Council, 
and  to  work  out  questions  connected  with  the  great  work. 
I  have  every  confidence  that  the  next  edition  will  reflect  the 
efforts  and  the  work  that  have  been  put  into  it  by  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  and  others  in  the  rearrangement  of  the 
formulas.  Under  the  next  heading  the  "  Journal  "  is  again 
referred  to,  and  it  is  pointed  out  that  "  The  changed  condi- 
tions are  of  too  recent  a  date  to  have  yet  had  full  effect,  but 
the  Council  hopes  and  expects  that  favourable  indications 
already  apparent  will  more  than  justify  the  outlay  in- 
volved." I  have  heard  from  all  parts  of  the  country  a  good 
deal  of  satisfaction  expressed  with  the  "Journal.''  They 
tell  me  that  it  is  now  apparently  more  comprehensive,  and 
that  it  affords  information  on  all  sorts  of  subjects  relating 
to  our  business.  I  hope  the  "  Journal"  is  being  carried  on 
in  a  way  that  commends  itself  to  the  members.  Under  the 
heading  of 


"  Organisation  " 
you  will  see  what  we  have  been  doing  during  the  past  year. 
The  Council  has  always  felt  the  importance  of  having  the 
members  of  the  Society  throughout  the  country  well 
organised,  and  you  will  remember  that  in  1901  a  scheme  was 
aaopted  by  which  divisional  secretaries  were  put  in  every 
Parliamentary  division.  More  recently  it  has  been  thought 
advisable  that  a  special  committee  for  organisation  purposes 
should  be  appointed.  That  committee  has  been  working 
with  considerable  success,  and  we  have  had  official  visits 
paid  to  the  towns  that  you  see  mentioned.  I  think  that 
the  Council  quite  recognise  the  position  that  there  is  no 
standing  still  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  (Hear,  hear, 
and  applause.)  If  we  are  to  be  of  service,  and  if  our  work 
is  to  be  useful,  we  must  see  that  every  phase  of  the  wants 
of  the  members  of  the  Society  is  attended  to.  (Hear,  hear.) 
An  effort  has  been  made  by  means  of  this  organisation  to 
attend  to  these  wants,  and  perhaps  I  may  say  again  that  1 
have  taken  the  deepest  possible  interest  in  it.  I  have  been 
welt  supported  by  the  whole  Council,  and  we  have  had  the 
kindly  co-operation  of  gentlemen  who  have  had  greater  ex- 
perience than  I  have,  who  are  wishful  in  every  way  to  con- 
solidate the  members  of  the  Society  and  to  call  upon  those 
who  have  not  hitherto  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  Society. 
We  have  got  many  new  members  as  a  result  of  the  wcrk  of 
the  Organisation  Committee,  and  if  we  continue,  as  we 
propose  to  do.  strengthening  our  position  in  every  way,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  results  will  afford  the  utmost 
satisfaction  throughout  the  country.    Now,  dealing  with  the 

Medical  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

I  have  no  additional  information  to  put  before  you  with 
reference  to  the  Bill  of  the  British  Medical  Association.  It 
was  considered  by  members  of  the  Society  throughout  the 
country,  and  as  they  thought  there  were  one  or  two  pro- 
posals in  it  that  might  affect  their  position,  we  communi- 
cated with  the  Medical  Association,  and  at  our  invitation 
the  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association  came  here  and  discussed  with 
us  the  points  we  raised.  Although  we  did  not  come  to  any 
final  decision,  we  made  it  perfectly  clear  that  we  did  not 
desire  the  status  quo  to  be  so  altered  as  to  make  matters 
more  stringent  for  ourselves.  We  therefore  drafted  a  clause 
virtually  giving  effect  to  that  view,  and  pointed  out  to  them 
that  we  did  not  want  their  Bill  to  deal  with  pharmacy  in 
any  way.  We  hope  that  as  we  were  reasonable  with  t'  e 
medical  men  by  drafting  our  Pharmacy  Bill  so  that  it  would 
not  entrench  upon  their  prerogative,  they  will  agree  to  ex- 
clude anything  from  their  Bill  that  is  likely  to  affect  the 
present  position  with  regard  to  ourselves.  (Hear,  hear.) 
We  hope  that  there  will  be  no  serious  difficulty  on  this 
matter.  Of  course,  the  Bill  is  only  in  the  initial  stage,  and 
it  is  our  desire  that  when  it  is  drafted  there  will  be  a 
unanimity  of  feeling  between  the  Association  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  the  report  shows 
that  the  North  British  Branch  is  doing  very  efficient  work, 
and  that  its  position  is  so  excellent.  Before  I  deal  with  the 
last  paragraph,  I  want  to  say  that  the  change  we  have  made 
in  the  principle  of  having 

Chairmen  of  Committees. 

instead  of  having  the  President  as  chairman  of  them  works 
out  exceedingly  well.  It  is  a  great  help  to  the  President, 
and  I  for  one  could  not  overtake  the  work  if  I  were  chair- 
man of  every  committee  and  had  the  burden  of  all  the  work 
which  my  predecessors  have  had.  By  spreading  the  work 
over  the  members,  and  inducing  members  of  the  Council  to 
act  as  chairmen  of  committees,  increased  interest  is  taken 
in  aU  branches  of  the  work  and  the  President  is  relieved  of 
details.  The  plan  works  exceptionally  well  and  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Society.  You  will  see  in  the  obituary  notices 
that  the  Society  has  lost  by  death  Mr.  Elias  Bremridge. 
Mr.  Hampson.  *a  past  treasurer,  and  others  whose  names 
appear  in  the  list.  Generally  speaking,  I  desire,  on  behalf 
of  the  Council,  to  say  to  the  members  that  we  have  had  a 
normal  year,  but,  all'the  same,  a  year  of  good,  useful  work. 
We  have  been,  perhaps,  rather  more  active  in  some  depart- 
ments than  in  previous  years,  and  I  desire  to  say  that  the 
Secretarv  and  his  staff, 'the  Editor  of  the  "Journal"  and 
his  staff,  and  all  connected  with  the  Society  have  cheerfully 
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responded  to  the  work  which  the  Council  called  upon  them 
to  do.  I  believe  that  with  your  help,  and  in  view  of  the 
growing  feeling  throughout  the  country,  the  progress  of  this 
Society  will  continue  to  be  steady  and  satisfactory — we  all 
wish  it  to  be,  and  feel  that  it  must  be.  I  wish  to  say,  on 
behalf  of  the  Council,  that  we  are  ready  to  do  our  share  of 
the  work,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  that  work  will  be 
attended  with  the  utmost  possible  success. 

Mr.  Young  (Vice-President)  said  that  most  of  them  would 
have  noticed  how  completely  and  exhaustively  their  Presi- 
dent had  dealt  with  the  report.  That  report  was,  of  course, 
a  mere  relation  of  fact  about  which  there  could  be  not  two 
views  or  thoughts,  but  if  there  was  any  portion  of  it  on 
which  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  he  desired  to  com- 
pletely associate  himself  with  the  view  the  Chairman  had 
taken  of  it.  They  could  hardly  expect  to  find  in  any 
remarks  made  by  a  Vice-President  any  adverse  criticism  of 
the  President.  But  if  there  was  anything  in  the  annual 
report  that  was  not  quite  satisfactory  he  was  certain  <— at 
that  matter  would  not  be  overlooked.  That  was  the  field- 
day  of  the  Society,  when  members  of  the  Council  restrained 
themselves  and  listened  to  the  fulminations  of  the  members. 
(Laughter.)    He  formally  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Jas.  Mackenzie  asked  whether  the  Council  have  con- 
sidered the  advisability  of  transferring  the  responsibility  of 
dispensing  poison  from  the  seller  to  the  principal  in  both 
private  businesses  and  stores. 

"  Some  Emotions  and  

Mr.  L.  Atkinson  said  the  Report  showed  a  year  of 
strenuous  work.  He  did  not  think  that  in  any  previous 
year  had  there  been  such  a  great  upheaval  in  pharmaceutical 
politics.  There  must  necessarily  be  great  division  of 
opinion,  but  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  exertion  he  has  displayed  in  endeavouring  to 
get  some  alteration  in  the  law,  whereby  may  be  stemmed  or 
controlled  the  ever-increasing  volume  of  unfair,  unjust,  and 
illegal  competition.  He  had  come  to  look  upon  the  annual 
meetings  as  indexes  similar  to  those  curves  with  which 
alterations  of  temperature  and  pressure  are  recorded.  There 
are  alternating  periods  of  depression  and  elation  in  their 
ranks.  When  trade  is  bad  there  come  the  suggestions  of 
legislation,  but  something  always  intervenes  and  blights 
their  hopes.  It  is  either  the  pressure  of  public  business  in 
Parliament,  the  interference  of  Committees  with  but  little 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  or  the  destructive  attitude  of  cer- 
tain members  of  Parliament ;  at  least,  no  one  will  doubt 
the  actuarial  statements  of  the  truthful  Jesse.  (Laughter.) 
The  formula  for  pharmaceutical  legislation  is  something  like 
the  following  :  Two  years  required  to  consider  the  necessity 
of  legislation,  two  years  in  which  to  crystallise  those  ideas 
on  half  a  sheet  of  notepaper,  and  two  or  three  years  of  peri- 
patetic missionary  effort  to  explain  the  archaic  phraseology 
of  their  composition.  That  has  been  the  course  taken  for 
the  last  thirty  years.  The  present  Bill  goes  back  some 
twelve  or  thirteen  years,  when  amendments  of  the  Act  were 
first  considered.  At  that  time  he  (the  speaker)  mildly 
criticised  the  proposals,  and  pointed  out  that  it  was  useless 
to  apply  to  Parliament  except  in  the  public  interest,  and 
with  a  view  to  preventing  accidental  or  the  criminal  use  of 
poisons.  The  clay  of  sentimental  legislation  has  gone  by. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  if  the  safety  of  the  public  is  pro- 
tected, if  a  widow's  business  is  carried  on  by  a  qualified 
manager,  it  is  useless  to  say  that  it  is  endangered  when  a 
qualified  man  carries  on  the  business  of  "  Drug  Pirates, 
Ltd."  The  whole  matter  has  been  considered,  and  the  new 
Bill  which  saw  the  light  is  the  old  matter  refurbished  in  a 
more  aggravated  form.  Unanimity  was  a  necessity  on  the 
Council,  but,  according  to  all  accounts,  it  was  difficult  to 
convince  some  of  the  old  members.  Then,  having  strayed 
from  the  path  of  virtue,  the  Councillors  have  become  very 
active  in  trying  to  persuade  others  to  do  likewise.  Peaceful 
men  have  been  known  to  become  belligerent,  and  to  talk  of 
being  ready  to  fight  with  their  backs  to  the  wall  and  suffer 
martyrdom  for  the  cause.  The  banner  of  the  seventh  clause 
was  nailed  to  the  mast,  and  then  at  the  eleventh  hour  this 
which  was  declared  to  be  the  essential  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn  unconditionally.  It  is  easy  to  gauge  the 
views  of  our  opponents  on  the  matter.  A  more  wretched 
piece  of  flabbiness  and  tergiversation  has  never  been  shown 
in  the  annals  of  pharmaceutical  affairs. 


Some  years  ago  he  (the  speaker)  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Council  that  the  poison  schedule  was  practically  in 
the  same  state  as  it  was  left  on  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  in  1868,  and  he  made  a  few  suggestions  as  to  extending; 
it.  He  now  was  glad  to  find  that  a  few  weeks  ago  the 
Council  had  passed  a  resolution  practically  embodying  thc- 
same  poisons  as  he  suggested.  It  was  many  years  since  he 
made  out  the  list  of  poisons.  Has  pharmacy  "been  standing- 
still  all  these  years  ?  Have  no  additions  been  made  to  the 
pharmaceutical  armamentarium  ?  The  poison  schedule  should 
be  amended  every  year,  resolutions  should  be  sent  again 
and  again  to  the  Privy  Council.  It  would  be  evidence  that 
the  Council  recognised  their  duty  as  vested  in  them  by 
Parliament.  The  clause  giving  the  power  of  adding  to  the 
schedule  was  not  intended  only  to  be  used  once  in  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years.  Mr.  Atkinson  then  referred  to  the 
clause  in  the  annual  report  in  which  it  is  stated  that  "  the 
Council  is  fully  cognisant  of  and  is  prepared  to  meet  the 
responsibilities  and  obligations  resting  upon  the  Executive 
representatives  of  British  chemists  and  druggists."  Do  the 
Council  attach  the  same  meaning  to  those  words  as  other 
people?  Are  they  really  going  to  wake  up  and  make  for 
efficiency?  What  is  the  primary  duty  of  the  Council  ?  To 
see  that  the  law  is  obeyed,  and  see  that  pharmacy  is  not  con- 
ducted cheaply  and  loosely.  It  has  been  an  expensive 
luxury  to  carry  on  pharmacy  properly  in  these  last  few- 
years  in  competition  with  the  cheapjack  and  store  bounder _ 
who  is  permitted  to  carry  on  his  business  with  50  per  cent, 
less  expense  than  the  loyal  man.  If  he  leaves  his  business 
in  charge  of  his  relatives,  who  interferes  ?  No  one.  (Hearr 
hear.)  For  all  practical  purposes  the  Pharmacy  Act  i.-. 
treated  as  obsolete.  ( Hear,  hear. )  Youths  who  have  served.' 
behind  the  counter  for  a  year  or  two  are  for  business  pur- 
poses better  than  the  general  run  of  qualifier  assistants. 
("  No,  no.")  When  a  man  is  qualified  he  has  to  commence 
an  apprenticeship  before  he  is  useful  in  business.  By  em- 
ploying cheap  labour  a  store  man  can  conduct  his  business, 
in  a  cheaper  way.  If  you  go  into  one  of  these  stores  and 
ask  the  dose  of  a  drug  you  will  be  referred  to  a  full  descrip- 
tion of  the  properties,  uses,  and  dose  on  the  label.  This  is 
a  natural  sequela  of  the  ammoniated  quinine  case,  which, 
although  not  promoted  by  the  Council,  was  supported  by  it. 
The  promoters  even  took  money  from  the  arch  enemy  to 
defend  the  case,  and  a  smart  solicitor  took  the  lot.  The 
consequence  has  been  that  thousands  of  pounds  of  labels 
had  to  be  destroyed,  and  one  or  two  volumes  of  legalised 
quackery  published,  the  only  men  who  got  any  advantage- 
being  the  men  who  carry  on  a  cheap  business.  Let  the 
Council  wake  up,  increase  their  staff  if  necessary,  but  see 
that  the  business  of  pharmacy  is  not  conducted  in  a  loose- 
way.  Insist  upon  pharmacy  being  carried  on  in  a  proper 
way  consistent  with  the  original  conceptions  of  the  founders- 
of  the  Society. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Pentney,  prefacing  his  remarks  with  compli- 
mentary references  to  the  character  of  the  address,  said  that 
if  the  Society  had  had  Presidents  in  the  past  of  the  stamp 
oi  the  present  President — (loud  laughter) — chemists  would! 
not  be  in  the  present  deplorable  condition,  with  a  number- 
of  companies  preying  upon  them  like  sharks.  He  noted! 
that  there  were  459  cases  of  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  before  the  Council,  but  what  happened  in  the  case  of.' 
348  it  is  not  stated.  Were  these  offenders  allowed  to  gc> 
free  ?  In  the  case  of  habitual  offenders,  why  were  they  not' 
fined  every  week  ?  He  had  in  his  hand  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Pickering,  who  was  not  able  to  be  present,  in  which  he- 
complained  that  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  "  Journal,"  and  it 
had  not  been  inserted.  (Laughter.)  There  was  nothing- 
remarkable  in  that.  (Laughter.)  He  (Mr.  Pickering)  is 
not  the  only  sufferer,  as  the  speaker  sent  a  letter,  and  did 
not  get  it  inserted.  He  then  sent  a  further  letter  to  the- 
Editor,  and  enclosed  a  stamped  envelope,  and  as  no  answei- 
has  been  received  he  is  minus  the  stamp.  (Laughter.)  The 
offence  is  slightly  aggravated  by  the  fa<  t  that  lie  received  on: 
April  1  a  letter  from  the  Registrar  which  was  not  stamped. 
(Laughter.)  He  is  going  to  open  an  account  against  the 
Society — (laughter) — and  there  is  threepence  down  already. 
To  come  to  more  serious  things.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
London  Chemists'  Association  he  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  reporter  of  the  "  Journal  "  put  down  his  pencil,  ami 
he  told  him  he  should  write  to  the  editor.  Well,  the  matter 
had  turned  out  somewhat  serious.    He  did  not  wait  to  see- 
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if  his  remarks  were  reported,  but  the  same  night  sent  a 
leuer  to  the  editor,  telling  him  that  his  reporter  did  not 
report  his  (the  speaker's)  remarks.  In  reply  he  got  a  letter 
from  Messrs.  Flux,  Thompson  &  Quarrell,  the  Society's 
solicitors.  Well,  he  had  no  quarrel  with  anybody. 
! Laughter. )  The  letter  (which  Mr.  Pentney  read)  de- 
manded the  withdrawal  of  certain  statements  and  an 
apology.  If,  continued  Mr.  Pentney.  that  letter  was  in- 
tended to  stop  his  mouth  at  the  annual  meeting  those  gentle- 
men had  made  a  mistake,  and  fixed  on  the  wrong  man.  He 
had  answered  the  letter  

The  President  :  Please  remember  that  the  question 
before  the  meeting  is  that  the  annual  report  be  received 
and  adopted.  You  appear  to  be  bringing  forward  a  per- 
sonal matter  which  the  Council  cannot  consider. 

Mr.  Pentney  :  It  is  not  personal,  as  it  is  interesting  to 
know  when  one  may  or  may  not  speak  with  freedom. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett  :  Why  not  put  it  off  to  the  end  of 
the  meeting,  when  other  matters  are  usually  dealt  with? 

Mr.  Pentney  :  I  am  discussing  the  conduct  of  the 
'  Journal,"  which  arises  out  of  the  annual  report. 

The  President  ruled  that.  Mr.  Pentney  was  entitled 
-to  bring  the  matter  of  the  "Journal"  forward,  and  asked 
him  not  to  be  long. 

Mr.  Pentney  caused  some  amusement  by  saying  that  he 
had  an  important  appointment  at  three  o'clock  (it  was 
then  cne  o'clock),  so  would  not  keep  the  meeting  long. 
After  a  few  mere  remarks  about  the  "Journal"  Mr. 
Pentney  put  the  question  :  Was  the  reporter  acting  under 
Instructions  in  not  reporting  a  matter  which  criticised  a 
member  of  Council?  Passing,  as  he  said,  from  the  sins 
of  omission  to  the  sins  of  commission,  he  asked  who  is 
responsible  for  the  policy  of  the  "Journal,"  and  pro- 
ceeded to  read  an  extract  from  the  "Journal,"  which 
Mr.  Boot  had  been  using  in  his  advertisements.  The  advice 
given  was  absurd,  said  Mr.  Pentney.  and  it  was  not 
honest  to  go  cringing  to  Parliament  on  a  false  pretext. 
Why  net  go  and  say  they  ask  for  a  restoration  of  their 
rights,  of  which  they  have  been  robbed.  A  more  noble 
and  less  cringing  policy  should  be  advocated.  He  again 
protested  against  the  coercion  of  the  members  in  the 
matter  of  suppressing  letters  sent  to  the  "Journal"  when 
they  criticised  members  of  the  Council.  If  councillors 
take  the  responsibility,  they  must  also  take  the  blame. 
Hundreds  of  ruined  men  have  to  thank  the  members  of 
the  Council  for  failing  to  get  the  law  altered.  Are  the 
members  to  take  their  cue  from  the  President  or  from 
whom?  Mr.  Pentney  then  went  on  to  complain  of  scant 
treatment  which  he  received  from  the  Secretary.  He  (the 
speaker)  sent  a  sheaf  of  Boot  letters,  received  from  a 
member  of  Parliament,  together  with  a  suggestion  wh'ch 
"the  M.P.  made.  He  was  astounded  at  the  misinterpre- 
tation which  the  Secretary  put  on  his  letter.  He  (the 
Secretary)  did  not  seem  to  grasp  the  meaning  at  all. 
Like  some  insects — (laughter) — "Oh!  I  must  be  careful, 
-or  there'll  be  another  libel  action,"  said  Mr.  Pentney  as 
he  proceeded  to  read  the  Secretary's  reply,  in  which  it 
was  stated,  "I  clo  not  think  yon  can  help  us  in  any  way. 
We  must  do  negotiating  with  reasonable  opponents." 
After  the  London  Chemists'  Association  have  spent  a  lot 
of  time  and  money  on  promoting  the  prospects  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  he  did  not  think  that  was  right  treatment. 

— A  Moral." 

Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett  said  it  was  hardly  likely  that  they 
-would  get  redress  of  their  grievances  if  they  were  not  at 
one  themselves.  The  last  speaker  seemed  to  have  a  personal 
•grievance.  They  were  at  the  annual  meeting  to  discuss  the 
work  done— (a  Voice  :  And  undene) — and  net  to  bring 
•grievances  forward.  To  Mr.  Atkinscn  he  would  say  that 
there  are  often  seats  on  the  Council  vacant.  Why  not 
make  a  fight  for  one — a  good  fight  stirs  up  new  ideas.  He 
did  not  think  they  would  get  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  although, 
judging  from  the  reports  in  the  "Journal"  and  that  other 
good  journal.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  it  is  one  which 
meets  with  the  approval  of  the  members  throughout  the 
■country.  Proper  organisation  amongst  themselves  is 
-needed,  and  they  should  bring  themselves  into  proper  touch 
with  their  assistants,  and  get  them  to  see  the  folly  of  serving 
•others  than  chemists.  (A  Voice  :  What  about  wages  ?)  He 
considered  that  any  man  will  get  the  wages  he  is  justly 


entitled  to  have;  if  he  thinks  he  is  not  sufficiently  paid 
there  are  other  masters.  The  Council  had  been  moving 
forward  in  the  past  year,  and  he  believed  is  more  business- 
like than  ever  in  the  past. 

Some  Other  Views. 
Mr.  Pentney  :  I  rise  on  a  point  of  order  to  say  that  in  the 
letter  I  wrote  to  the  Society's  solicitor  I  have  withdrawn 
nothing  and  not  apologised. 

Mr.  R.  Lacey  (Abingdon)  referred  to  the  decreased 
number  of  candidates  who  passed  the  Minor.  He  had  been 
in  the  drug-trade  some  forty-five  years,  and  in  his  experience 
it  is  now  most  difficult  to  obtain  apprentices  or  pupils. 
Formerly  they  used  to  get  boys  from  the  Grammar  School, 
but  now  they  come  from  other  schools.  What  militates 
against  chemists  is  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  The  decline 
in  the  drug-trade  dates  from  then;  the  trade  has  been  on 
the  down  grade  ever  since.  It  does  not  hold  the  position 
it  did  in  the  sixties.  This  is  no  fault  of  the  Council,  but 
a  mistake  was  made  which  chemists  are  now  suffering 
from.  He  was  much  struck  with  the  fact  of  a  customer 
who  expected  to  obtain  some  drugs  at  wholesale  price  on 
the  plea  that  he  was  a  chemist.  It  turned  out  that  his 
claim  was  based  on  the  fact  that  he  took  cut  a  patent- 
medicine  licence  each  year.  In  regard  to  the  recent  trouble 
about  labels,  he  was  not  of  a  previous  speaker's  opinion 
that  the  change  had  been  a  loss.  On  the  contrary,  he 
found  from  his  stock-book  that  his  sales  of  corn-cure, 
cough-mixture,  and  the  -like,  had  increased  considerably. 
He  thought  attention  should  be  called  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  men  in  many  villages  acting  illegally  under  the 
cover  of  a  patent-medicine  licence. 

Mr.  J.  Mackenzie  rose  again  to  speak,  and 

The  President  said  :  I  think  you  have  exhausted  your 
right  to  speak. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  :  I  only  asked  a  question  last  time. 

The  President  having  ruled  that  he  could  speak  again. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  alluded  to  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as 
badly  drawn,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  leave  chemists 
worse  off  than  they  were  before  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
He  hoped  the  new  Bill  would  enable  them  to  get  their 
rights.  Mr.  Mackenzie  also  spoke  of  the  financial  aspect 
of  the  "Journal,"  and  said  that  men  who  passed  the 
Society's  examinations  were  entitled  to  some  benefits.  The 
legal  part  of  the  annual  report  he  regarded  as  so  much 
waste  matter  and  money.  The  prosecutions  were  so  many 
little  blisters  all  over  the  country.  The  Act  should  be 
applied  blindly  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  land. 
The  sixty- four  annual  reports  of  the  Society  were  little 
more  than  illustrations  of  the  parable  of  the  fig-tree — 
nothing  but  leaves.  He  had  hopes,  however,  with  the 
President  digging  round  the  roots,  that  the  tree  would  yet 
bring  forth  fruit.  Mr.  Mackenzie  further  said  that  the 
Society  should  put  aside  money  with  a  view  to  promoting 
the  return  of  a  representative  to  Parliament,  adding  that 
"we  all  know  the  man."  Another  little  complaint  was 
that  the  Society  is  too  much  governed  by  London  ideas 
and  London  men  

Mr.  Pentney  (ironically)  :  May  I  have  a  second  speech? 

Mr.  Mackenzie,  continuing,  said  he  was  glad  to  see 
the  salaries  of  the  officials  put  in  plain  figures,  and  he 
would  like  to  see  increases  made  according  to  efficiency, 
finishing  up  his  speech  with  an  exhortation  for  the  Society 
to  clear  the  decks  and  prepare  for  a  hurricane. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  said  he  never  remembered  so  much 
eloquence  at  an  annual  meeting.  The  Council  should  be 
thanked  for  the  immense  amount  of  work  given  during 
the  past  year.  These  annual  meetings  give  the  members 
an  opportunity  of  advancing  business,  but  so  far  the  critics 
had  not  done  much  to  advance  matters.  Mr.  Atkinson 
raised  the  question  of  the  widows'  clause,  but  did  not 
suggest  any  amendment.  As  the  Pharmacy  Bill  would 
probably  have  to  be  reconsidered,  it  might  be  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  whether  it  is  possible  to  amend  the 
widows'  clause  so  as  to  provide  that  one  of  the  trustees 
shall  be  a  qualified  chemist. 

The  President,  in  reply  to  the  speakers,  said  the  Council 
does  not  desire  to  alter  the  present  state  of  the  law  by 
which  an  unqualified  man  may  sell  poisons  if  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  a  qualified  man.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  well  to  submit  a  poise  n-list  every  month  to  the 
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Privy  Council.  It  would  not  be  well  to  be  told  that  the 
Privy  Council  could  not  consent  to  scheduling  lists  of 
poisons.  That  was  not  the  way  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  There  was  a  divergence 
of  opinion  even  amongst  those  who  had  spoken  that  day, 
but  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  Council  is 
always  willing  to  add  to  the  schedule  on  good  cause  being 
shown,  and  the  consent  of  the  Privy  Council  being 
assured.  In  regard  to  the  offenders  under  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  who  were  not  prosecuted,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  in  undertaking  criminal  proceedings  it  is  necessary  to 
have  direct  evidence  before  going  into  court.  The  Council 
is  always  willing  to  carefully  investigate  cases  brought  to 
its  notice.  Mr.  Pentney's  complaints  about  the  "Journal" 
were  more  of  the  nature  of  a  personal  matter.  The 
Editor  must  be  allowed  to  exercise  discretion  as  to  what 
.should  or  should  net  be  published  in  the  "Journal."  So 
far  as  he  could  judge,  the  discretion  is  executed  impar- 
tially ;  certainly  no  favour  is  shown  to  members  of  Council. 
As  to  whom  members  should  take  their  cue  from,  he 
thought  it  should  be  the  Council;  but  if  they  agreed 
with  his  (the  speaker's)  views,  there  was  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  follow  his  lead.  As  to  the  repre- 
sentation on  the  Council,  two-thirds  of  the  members  were 
from  the  country ;  but  much  of  the  work  in  committee 
must  naturally  fall  on  London  members.  He  would  not 
like  the  reference  to  the  work  of  past  presidents  to  pass 
without  a  protest.  The  Society  had  had  splendid  work 
from  its  past  presidents  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
equal  in  the  future.  As  regards  Mr.  Allen's  point  as  to 
the  widows'  clause,  the  framers  of  the  Act  thought  it 
would  not  be  unfair  to  make  a  little  concession  under  the 
circumstances.  The  clause  has,  however,  furnished  an 
argument  for  opponents,  and  may  well  be  considered  by 
the  Council  in  all  its  bearings.  The  decrease  in  the  number 
of  candidates  and  depreciation  of  the  chemist's  status  to 
which  Mr.  Lacey  alluded  does  not.  the  President  said, 
apply  generally.  It  must  be  remembered  that  now  there 
are  more  qualified  men,  and  that  chemists  were  never 
better  qualified  than  now.  (Applause.) 

The  President  then  put  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
carried  unanimously. 

Scrutineers  were  appointed  to  examine  the  voting-papers, 
these  gentlemen  beginning  their  duties  on  Thursday  at 
ten  o'clock. 

Attention  was  also  called  to  the  statutory  display  of  the 
registers. 

When  the  time  came  for  appointing  auditors  the  Presi- 
dent called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  F.  Yates,  one  of 
the  nominated  auditors,  died  last  week,  and  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Barrett,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carteighe,  a  vote  of  sym- 
pathy was  sent  to  the  widow  and  family. 

Messrs.  Bourdas,  Hodgkinson.  Lescher  and  Umney  were 
then  unanimously  appointed  auditors. 

Mr.  Pentney  then  "as  a  troublesome  member"  moved  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair, 
and  suggested  that  the  price  of  the  tickets  for  the  annual 
dinner  should  be  reduced  to  half. 

The  motion  having  been  seconded  was  put  and  carried. 

The  President  announced  that  light  refreshments  were 
available  for  those  who  desired  them,  and  adjourned  the 
meeting  till  Thursday  at  three  o'clock.    (See  p.  766.) 


3nformation  Mantel 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inseited  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.),  will  be  esteemed. 

220/31.    Where  can  "  Micronel  "  be  obtained  ? 

221/14.  Who  are  the  makers  of  "Blizzard"  insect- 
powder  in  Id.  tins? 

222/4.  Makers  of  white  compressed  tablets  marked  "  E," 
used  by  women. 

221/57.  Where  can  "  Electrites '"  (foot-pads  or  plasters) 
be  obtained  ? 

224/24.  Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Mah-ma,"  a  nursery 
ointment  for  the  hair? 


Scientific  Jprooress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Myristicin. — This  well -characterise  d  crystalline  constituent 
of  the  nutmeg  has  hitherto  been  described  as  a  methyl- 
methylenic  ether  of  butyl-pyrogallol.  Semmler  and  Thorns, 
however,  consider  that  it  is  an  ally  1  radicle  present,  and  not 
butyl.  Rimini  ("  Gazz.  China.  Ital.,"  34,  ii.  281)  proves  that 
this  latter  hyopthesis  is  correct,  and  that  myristicin  is  actually 
met  hy  I -met  hy  lone-ally  l-pyrogallol. 

A.  Thorium  Emanation. — Dr.  O.  Hahn  recently  communi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Society  ("  Chemical  News,"  91.  193)  a  note 
on  a  new  radio-active  element  which  evolves  thorium  emana- 
tion. The  material  for  the  investigation  was  the  final  residue 
remaining  after  fusion  with  bisulphate  of  5  cwt.  of  thorianite, 
supplied  by  Sir  William  Ramsay  and  worked  up  in  the  labora- 
tory of  Messrs.  T.  Tyrer  &  Co.,  Stratford.  The  residue- 
weighed  18  grams,  and  by  a  series  of  troublesome  operations 
10  mgms.  of  a  crystalline  precipitate  was  obtained,  the  emana- 
tion from  which  is  identical  with  that  of  thorium.  The  pre- 
cipitate does  not  consist  of  actinium  or  radium,  and  the 
method  of  preparation  precludes  the  presence  of  thorium  ; 
hence  the  author  conjectures  the  presence  of  a  new  radio-active 
clement.  The  quantity  of  emanation  is  very  small,  and  the 
investigation  is  being  continued  with  a  view  to  elucidating  the 
problem  as  to  what  the  emanation  is  due  to. 

Pnaraiaceutlcal  Pdt.oleum  Products. — M.  Paul  Adam, 
in  the  current  number  of  the  "Bull.  Soc.  Chim.  Paris" 
(Vol.  33  fin.],  p.  274)  gives  a  resume  of  a  number  of  experi- 
ments made  in  connection  with  the  revision  of  the  French 
Codex,  pointing  out  that  owing  to  the  demand  of  automobi- 
I  sts  for  low-boiling  petroleum  greater  care  is  now  taken  by 
distillers  in  securing  the  more  volatile  fractions,  with  the 
res'ilt  that  the  petroleum  ether  of  to-day  is  heavier  and  higher 
boil'ng  than  formerly.  Further,  there  is  on  the  market  a 
large  "quantity  of  so-called  "light  petroleum,"  wholly  or 
partly  constituted  of  hydrocarbons  produced  by  cracking 
petroleum  "  residuum."  A  number  of  commercial  petroleum 
ethers,  vaseline  oils,  and  vaselines  were  examined.  Samples 
of  petroleum  ether  made  in  1897  without  any  care  being  taken 
to  avoid  "  cracking  "  were  found  to  absorb  from  10  to  140  per 
cent,  of  their  weight  of  bromine.  A  crude  petroleum  ether, 
prepared  by  "cracking"  high-boiling  paraffins,  was  found 
to  boil  between  60°  and  135°  C,  and  to  have  a  density  of  0.172. 
It  was  slightly  yellow,  and  on  standing  deposited  an  amber- 
coloured  resin.  "  This  sample  absorbed  about  60  per  cent,  of 
bromine,  and  was  dissolved  to  the  extent  of  21  per  cent,  by 
strong  sulphuric  acid.  A  true  light  petroleum,  not  purified 
in  any  way,  was  faintly  yellow  and  fluorescent,  had  a  dis- 
agreeable smell,  a  specific  gravity  of  0.675,  and  boiled  between 
40°  and  130°.  litis  sample  absorbed  0.6  per  cent,  of  bromine, 
and  slightly  "browned"  sulphuric  acid  when  shaken  with 
it.  Purified  "  petrol  "  prepared  from  the  last-mentioned 
specimen  by  agitation  with  sulphuric  acid  and  soda  was 
colourless  and  odourless,  boiled  at  from  30°  to  85°  C,  and 
had  a  density  of  0.64.  Neither  bromine  nor  sulphuric  acid 
reacted  with  it.  A  sample  of  vaseline  oil,  examined  by  the 
author,  had  a  density  of  0.875,  distilled  unchanged  between 
335°  and  440°,  and  scarcely  reacted  with  bromine  or  strong 
sulphuric  acid  in  the  cold.  Vaseline,  according  to  M.  Adam, 
should  consist  of  the  residue  of  American  petroleum  left  after 
d'stilling  up  to  360°,  deodorised  by  warming  in  the  air,  de- 
colourised by  repeated  filtration  through  dry  china  clay,  and 
then  stiffened  with  hard  paraffin  if  necessary.  When  vaseline 
is  distilled  its  constituents  are  decomposed,  yielding  crystal- 
line hard  paraffin,  a  mixture  of  liquid  hydrocarbons  (partly 
olefinic),  and  a  small  quantity  of  gas.  The  author  is  opposed 
to  Engler's  view  that  hard  paraffin  exists  preformed  in  vase- 
line, and  further  considers  that  the  method  of  analysing  vase- 
lino  by  means  of  various  solvents  is  unsatisfactory.  The 
following  tests  should  be  conformed  with  by  vaseline  intended 
for  pharmaceutical  use  :  (1)  It  should  not  redden  tincture  of 
litmus  when  shaken  up  with  it ;  (2)  it  should  volatil'se  entirely 
when  heated  in  a  capsule,  without  giving  off  acrid  vapours  ; 
(3)  when  5  grams  is  warmed  with  3  grams  of  potash  in 
20  grams  of  water,  the  filtered  aqueous  liquid  should  not 
deposit  anything  on  cooling  :  (4)  when  warmed  with  sulphuric 
acid  of  sp.  gr.  1.5  the  acid  should  not  become  coloured  ;  and 
(5)  15  grams  of  vaseline  mixed  with  10  c.c.  of  nitric  acid 
(sp.  gr.  1.45)  should  not  show  any  increase  of  temperaturo 
greater  than  2°  C.  Finally,  the  author  objects  to  the  recog- 
nition in  Pharmacopoeias  of  an  "  artificial  vaseline  "  made  by 
dissolving  true  vaseline  and  paraffin  in  vaseline  oil,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  less  homogeneous  and  varies  more  with 
change  of  temperature  than  true  vaseline. 


The  imports  of  morphine  into  Chinkiang  during  1904 
amounted  to  685  oz.  only,  this  figure  showing  a  considerable 
decrease  owing  to  the  new  treaty  restrictions. 
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©bservations  anfc  "(Reflections. 

.      By  Xeayser. 

The  Easton's  Syrup  Decision 

is  to  be  taken  lying  down,  and 
Mr.  Leggett  and  his  confederates  must  be  allowed  to  have 
scored  a  sort  of  triumph.  It  is  not  possible  to  complain  of 
the  defendants  or  their  advisers  in  regard  to  the  decision 
not  to  appeal.  They  made  a  capital  fight  before  the  Magis- 
trate, and  no  individual  can  have  interest  enough  in  the 
dispute  to  challenge  his  judgment  in  the  High  Court. 
Moreover,  easy  as  it  may  be  to  agree  among  ourselves  that 
"this  was  never  intended  when  the  Act  was  passed,"  it 
must  net  be  forgotten  that  judges  insist  on  assuming 
that  the  Legislature  always  means  exactly  what  it  says, 
and  that  there  are  the  words  of  the  statute  and  the  Armson 
case  to  be  reckoned  with.  So  far  as  Easton's  syrup  itself 
is  concerned  there  need  not  be  much  difficulty.  It  is  not 
beyond  the  resources  of  pharmacy  to  compound  the  medi- 
cine with  tincture  of  mix  vomica  instead  of  with  strych- 
nine, and  though  in  a  sense  it  might  still  be  said  to  contain 
a  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloid,  the  explicit  terms  of  the 
schedule  itself  would  satisfy  any  reasonable  Court  that  the 
regulations  governing  Part  II.  were  obviously  intended 
to  apply  to  such  a  preparation.  There  are  other  possible 
difficulties  in  connection  with  the  schedule,  some  of  which 
may  reveal  themselves  when  the  Rankin  appeal  comes 
to  be  heard.  But  the  more  important  question  remains 
v;hether  a  valuable  public  statute  is  to  be  brought  iiKo 
disrepute,  and  public  servants,  who  obey  it  to  the  best  of 
their  discretion,  harassed,  by  ingenious  technical  prosecu- 
tions which  might  possibly  be  shown  to  be  merely  yexa- 
t  ious  ? 

The  English  Apothecaries 

are  agitating  for  a  new  title,  u,nd 
a  petition  is  likely  to  come  before  the  General  Medical 
Council  asking  for  authority  to  designate  themselves 
Licentiates  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  or  something  similar.  It  is  truly 
argued  that  the  term  apothecary  conveys  the  idea  of  a 
too  exclusively  pharmaceutical  qualification.  In  the  in- 
terests of  medicine,  of  pharmacy,  and  of  the  English 
language,  I  sympathise  with  these  revolutionists.  Many 
generations  have  passed  since  they  elbowed  their  way 
into  the  medical  ranks,  and  though  a  certain  cloud  of 
obloquy  has  always  hung  over  them  as  if  they  had  stolen 
their  position  rather  than  conquered  it,  they  have  done 
worthy  service  for  the  State  in  their  later  capacity.  They 
have  been  the  doctors  of  the  independent  poor,  the  hard- 
working general  practitioners,  the  necessary  hacks  of  the 
profession.  They  are  popularly  and  properly  described 
as  doctors,  but  to  the  extent  that  they  are  known  as 
apothecaries  a  suspicion  is  suggested  that  they  are  enly 
glorified  shopkeepers.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that 
some  accurate  and  honourable  designation  will  be  found 
for  them.  But  the  old  title  should  not  be  allowed  to 
drop  into  oblivion.  It  has  been  associated  with  the  trade 
in  drugs,  spices,  and  medicines  in  all  civilised  countries 
throughout  modern  history,  and  should  be  religiously 
preserved.  Whether  it  is  more  or  less  commercially 
valuable  than  "  pharmacist,''  I  know  not.  At  present  it  has 
acquired  some  medi'cal  flavour,  and  for  that  reason  there 
may  be  some  reluctance  to  let  us  use  it.  But  it  is  ours 
by  inheritance,  and  we  ought  to  have  the  option  of  as- 
suming it. 

A  Hundred  and  Fifty  English  Doctors 

have    been  visiting 
Paris.    They  have  associated  with  the  cream  of  the  medi- 


cal profession  in  the  French  capital,  have  learnt  many 
things,  perhaps  taught  a  few,  may  have  promoted  the 
entente  a  little,  and  have  certainly  had  a  pleasant  holiday. 
Might  not  British  pharmacists  one  day  make  a  similar 
trip  on  their  own  account?  The  B.P.C.  wants  a  change 
after  its  forty  years'  wanderings  through  Great  Britain, 
and  Paris  is  at  least  as  accessible  as  Dundee.  Why  wait 
for  an  invitation  ?  An  organiser  could  make  all  the  neces- 
sary arrangements,  and  many  would  prefer  to  pay  their 
own  expenses.  No  doubt  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy 
would  receive  us  at  cne  of  their  meetings,  thev  would 
gladly  show  us  their  School  of  Pharmacy,  we  might  per- 
haps visit  it  while  an  examination  was  proceeding,  we 
might  attend  a  session  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  visit 
some  interesting  factories,  and  get  more  than  a  glimpse 
of  French  pharmacy.  We  certainly  might  have  an  exceed- 
ingly good  time  in  the  intervals,  of  course,  of  our  papers 
and  discussions. 

The  London  Chemists'  Association 

romps  in  an  easy  winner 
of  the  Arrogance  Stakes.  West  Riding  makes  but  a  poor 
second,  and  N.E.  Lancashire,  which  started  this  particular 
competition,  almost  walks  in  with  the  crowd  on  this 
occasion.  Chairman  Burton  surely  reached  the  sublime 
when  he  complained  that,  notwithstanding  its  brilliant 
performances,  there  is  no  mention  of  the  Association  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  report  !  I  may  add  that  I 
find  no  paragraph  of  thanks  in  that  report  for  "  Xrayser's  " 
services.  A  number  of  other  patient  toilers  are  similarly 
ignored.  But  it  is  only  the  L.C.A.  which  cries  out. 
Perhaps  it  has  not  lived  long  enough  yet  to  have  realised 
how  unjust  is  the  world  into  which  it  chose  to  be  born. 
The  coach  has  never  to  this  day  admitted  its  debt  to  the 
flies  that  pushed  its  wheels  round.  But  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council  ignores  the  L.C.A.  at  its  peril.  "The  tine 
will  come,"  says  Mr.  Burton;  Mr.  Pentney  and  Mr. 
Betty  point  to  the  Tyrant  and  say,  "Ha,  ha!"  Mr. 
Pickering  and  Mr.  Truman  set  the  example  of  high-souled 
patriotism  ;  and  the  little  group  founds  a  sort  of  Jacobin 
Club  which,  through  its  Marat  and  its  Robespierre, 
threatens  to  dictate  policy  to  the  trembling  Convention,  and 
begins  operations  by  demanding  the  head  of  the  arch- 
traitor,  Michael  Carteighe.  This  looks  to  the  simple  ob- 
server like  riding  for  a  fall.  The  L.C.A.  candidates  may 
not  have  had  much  chance  before  this  declaration  of 
revolt;  Thursday  may  bring  a  surprise,  but  I  prognosti- 
cate they  have  none  now.  Mr.  Carteighe  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  assets  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the 
eyes  of  a  solid  mass  of  the  voters,  and  the  audacity  of  a 
dozen  insurgents  will  not  make  much  impression  on  the 
poll,  at  least  in  the  way  intended. 

The  Modification  of  the  Major, 

recommended  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council,  which  will  allow  a  candidate  to 
specialise  in  either  botany  or  chemistry,  but  will  not  require 
him  to  become  expert  in  both,  so  long  as  he  has  sufficient 
familiarity  with  the  omitted  subject  to  fit  him  for  efficiency 
in  materia  medica,  is  an  excellent  arrangement  for  an 
honours  examination.  But  it  probably  comes  too  late  to 
excite  any  enthusiasm  now.  The  Major  is  a  doomed  institu- 
tion. The  young  pharmacist  who  can  afford  the  time  and 
money  discovers  that  this  qualification  opens  the  door  to 
nowhere.  The  medical,  the  dentists',  the  veterinary,  the 
F.I.C.,  or  the  B.Sc,  may  give  him  money  or  position,  and  he 
is  ambitious.  Even  in  the  ranks  of  pharmacy  there  is  no 
great  demand  for  an  academic  distinction  of  this  character. 
The  retail  employer  at  least  regards  it  a  little  shyly.  If  it 
guaranteed  a  competent  knowledge  of  photography,  of 
optics,  of  dentistry,  or  even  of  counter  prescribing,  it  might 
have  a  market  value  ;  as  it  is  it  merely  serves  to  suggest  that 
the  Minor  is  not  quite  all  that  is  needed,  and  to  that  extent 
it  does  an  injustice. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CD«  "Saniias"  Co.,  £im., 


if 


are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

SANTAS"  PREPARATIONS 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  in 
"Soldis,"   "  Okol,"   "Creocide,"   "  Pinos," 
"Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"Sulphugators,''  ''Formic  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic   Fumigators,"   "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash 
"  Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 

WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,   LONDON,  S."W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCH*CERMAN 

PRomiETAur  MEDICINES 


PRICE    LIST    ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES, 


MIL 


FOR  INFANTS. 

uite  a  New  Departure1, 

Based  on  Science  and  Practical  Experience. 

Sample  and  Pamphlet  free  on  Application  to 

 HENRI  NESTLE,  


4-8    Cannon    Slreel,    London.  E.C. 


Weed  Killer. 
Fumigants. 
Insecticides. 
Summer  Shade. 
Bordeaux  Mixture, 
&c. 

9SS^,mSSSl  Tomlinson&Hayward,  Ltd.,  Lincoln. 


"CELSUS," 

MUSCLE  VITALISER  AND  EMBROCATION. 

Chemists  willing  to  assist  in  the  sale  should  write 
immediately,  asking  for  our  Special  Offer. 

Wholesale  London  Agents— J.  SANGER  &  SONS, 
Winsley  Street,  W. 
Sole  Proprietors— BARCLAY,  HOBSON  &  CO.,  Ld., 

3  Moreton  Street,  MANCHESTER. 


MILNE'S 

ABSORBENT  COTTON 

LINT   BANDAGES,  AND  TISSUE. 

ANTISEPTIC  DRESSINGS 

OP  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD- 

Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 


Ebitoiual  Comments. 


Poisonous  Proprietaries. 

Since  the  beginning  of  last  century  it  has  been  an  arti«  le 
of  sound  faith  amongst  British  chemists  that  their  affairs 
should  not  be  managed  by  medical  practitioners.  Several 
attempts  were  made  in  days  gone  by  to  put  chemists  in 
Great  Britain  under  medical  tutelage,  but  they  always 
failed.  Our  Colonial  confreres  have  not  been  so  fortunate, 
and  the  latest  example  is  furnished  from  the  Orange  River 
Colony,  where  a  little  over  a  year  ago  a  Medical  and  Phar- 
macy Council  was  established,  in  which  t lie  medical  element 
predominates.  Trouble  has  already  arisen  from  this,  as 
may  have  been  gathered  from  a  note  which  appeared  in  our 
issue  of  April  1.  The  medical  members  of  the  Council,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  are  not  satisfied  with  the  Poisons 
Schedule,  which  is  practically  the  same  as  our  own,  pbts  a 
third  part  devoted  to  patent  and  Dutch  medicines  containing 
poison,  which  may  be  sold  by  licensed  store-keepers.  During 
the  absence  of  Dr.  Pratt  Yule,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  an  attempt  was  made  to  add  to  Part  1  a  considerable 
number  of  articles,  which  the  pharmaceutical  members  of 
the  Council  resisted,  and  in  this  they  were  backed  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  Colony.  A  working  com- 
promise was  arrived  at,  which  appears  to  have  led  to  the 
latest  proposal,  viz..  that  all  proprietary  articles  containing 
poison  should  bear  the  name  of  the  poison  and  the  quantity 
in  each  dose.  This  suggestion  is  also  resisted  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  pharmacy,  who  have  shown  that  there  is  no 
occasion  for  it,  but  the  medical  element  is  so  persistent  and 
pedantic  on  the  point  that  extreme  measures  may  have  to  be 
resorted  to.  viz.  an  appeal  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  A 
petition  to  him  would  doubtless  be  of  service,  and  the  sooner 
it  is  presented  the  better,  for  the  Ordinance  is  so  worded 
that  there  is  just  a  possibility  that  the  Council  may  make  an 
enforceable  regulation  as  to  proprietary  articles  containing 
poisons.  The  conditions  as  to  the  sale  of  poisons  are  laid 
down  in  the  Ordinance,  and  so  far  as  chemists  are  concerned 
the  Council  has  no  power  to  alter  these,  or  to  require  the 
name  of  a  poison  to  be  put  on  the  label  of  a  proprietary  or 
any  other  article  :  the  law  is  the  same  as  in  this  country — 
viz.,  that  the  article  sold  must  be  labelled  with  the  name 
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of  the  article  and  the  word  "  poison."  In  regard  to  general 
dealers,  the  Orange  River  Colony  law  is,  however,  different. 
Section  50  enables  them  to  sell  laudanum,  poisonous  veteri- 
nary medicines,  vermin-killers  (arsenic  and  strychnine), 
and  the  following  patent  and  Dutch  medicines  containing 
poison  : 


Solaris  powder. 
Witte  Vomctief  powder. 
Vitalis  powder. 
Chamberlain's  remedy. 
Crosby's  elixir. 
Fellows'  syrup. 
Eastern's  syrup. 
Kay's  essence  linseed. 
Powell's  balsam  aniseed. 
Winslow's  soothing  syrup. 
Chlorodyne  (all  makers). 
Scherpte  powder. 


Antimonial  wine. 
Benaauwdheid  droppcls. 
Borst  droppcls. 
Endres  droppels. 
Kraam  droppels. 
Stuip  droppels. 
Pijnstillende  droppcls. 
Paregoric. 

Ayer's  cherry  pectoral. 
Atkinson's  infants'  preserva- 
tive. 
Bow's  liniment. 
Bezoard  powder. 

Compressed  tablets  containing  poisons  within  the  meaning 
of  Divisions  1  and  2  of  the  schedule  and  preparations  of  hyno- 
phosphites  with  strychnine. 

Certain  other  articles  are  generally  exempted  from  the 
provisions  as  to  sale,  but  do  not  affect  the  present  point. 
When  a  general  dealer  sells  any  of  the  above-named  articles 
he  must  enter  in  his  poison-book  (1)  the  name  of  the  sale  or 
disposal,  (2)  the  nature  and  quantity  of  the  poison  disposed 
of,  (3)  the  name  and  address  of  the  purchaser  and  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  required.  The  label  on  the  article  has 
to  bear  (1)  the  name  of  the  poison,  (2)  the  word  "  Poison," 
and  (3)  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller.  These  conditions 
do  not  apply  to  chemists,  and  the  important  difference  will 
be  observed — viz.,  that  they  are  not  required  to  put  the 
name  of  the  poison  on  an  article,  unless  of  course,  when 
it  and  the  name  of  the  article  are  the  same — e.g.,  laudanum. 
The  other  case  is  illustrated  by  "  Chlorodyne  "  which  is  the 
name  of  the  article,  but  not  of  the  poison  which  it  contains, 
presumably  morphine.  In  no  instance  does  the  Ordinance 
require  the  quantity  of  a  poison  to  be  placed  on  the  label, 
but  intimation  has  come  from  South  Africa  through  a 
leading  wholesale  house  that  all  proprietary  medicines  con- 
taining poison  imported  into  Orange  River  Colony  must  be 
labelled.  Undoubtedly  the  medicines  mentioned  in  the 
quoted  third  schedule  must  bear  the  names  of  the  poisons 
they  contain  when  they  are  intended  to  be  sold  by  general 
dealers,  but  not  when  chemists  sell  them.  This  distinction 
should  be  maintained  by  the  chemists  of  the  Colony,  who  are 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  community. 
In  the  meantime  it  is  obvious  that  manufacturers  will  prefer 
that  their  articles  should  be  sold  only  through  chemists, 
as  when  handled  by  general  dealers  they  must  disclose  all 
the  ingredients  which  are  scheduled. 


on  a  level  with  their  German  competitors.  And  now  our 
artist  steps  in  again  and  gives  us  the  result  of  the  second 
essay  in  this  picture — 


A  Knightly  Achievement. 

Next  week  chemists,  pharmaceutists,  and  motorists  are 
uniting  to  honour  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer.  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  by 
entertaining  him  to  dinner  and  presenting  him  with  a  piece 
of  plate,  whose  intrinsic  value  (whatever  it  may  be)  is  not 
to  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  his  services  to  those  whom  his 
hosts  represent,  and  especially  to  British  chemical  industry, 
by  his  splendid  work  in  promoting  and  participating  in  the 
Industrial  Alcohol  Inquiry.  It  is  fourteen  months  since 
our  cartoonist  depicted  Mr.  Tyrer  as  a  knight  with  his 
lance  tilting  at  the  door  of  Somerset  House  (which  seemed 
to  yield  a  little)  ;  behind  him  was  that  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  inscription  was  :  "  When  it  tireth  thee,  essay  the  other 
door,  valiant  Sir  Thomas."  This  accounts  for  our  Ameri- 
can confreres  calling  him  "Sir  Thomas  Tyrer"  when  he 
visited  them  last  autumn.  The  cartoon  marked  the  turning- 
point  in  Mr.  Tyrer's  long  agitation  to  bring  British  chemical 
manufacturers  (with  duty-paid  spirit  at  2s.  3(7.  per  lb.)  more 


The  best  inscription  to  this  would  be  some  notes  of  Mr. 
Tyrer's  achievement.  Without  anticipating  what  may  be 
said  of  it  next  week,  we  may  recall  leading  points  in  the 
Industrial  Alcohol  Committee's  recommendations,  and  some 
of  the  things  accomplished  which  do  not  figure  therein. 
Chemical-manufacturers  were  not,  as  a  whole,  at  all  en- 
thusiastic about  the  inquiry.  Section  8  of  the  Finance 
Act,  1902,  had  promised  them  considerable  assistance  as 
regards  freer  use  of  denatured  duty-free  spirit,  but  through 
departmental  influence  the  draft  of  the  Section  was  ex- 
tended on  the  report  stage,  so  as  to  provide  for  counter- 
vailing duty  on  imported  spirit,  and  when  the  department 
issued  regulations  under  the  Section  manufacturers  gene- 
rally were  repelled  from  taking  advantage  of  the  privilege 
because  they  felt  that  the  official  conditions  were  restrictive 
and  unsympathetic.  Consequently  a  great  deal  of  diplo- 
matic work  had  to  be  done  in  order  to  get  manufacturers  on 
the  one  hand,  and  revenue  authorities  on  the  other,  to 
realise  that  they  were  not  foes ;  then  evidence  had  to  be 
brought  together  which  would  justify  the  modifications  of 
the  law  which  Mr.  Tyrer  had  championed.  It  must  be 
said  that  in  this  regard  the  case  is  not  so  complete  as  could 
have  been  made  for  pharmacy,  and  considering  that  the 
matter  originated  in  our  ranks,  it  is  regrettable  that  so 
many  manufacturers  stood  aloof.  The  evidence  on  the 
pharmaceutical  side  was  given  by  representatives  of  the 
chemical  section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
that  by  Mr.  Webb  and  Mr.  Umney  being  collective — viz., 
gathered  after  consultation  or  correspondence  with  other 
members,  while  Mr.  Grimwade,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr. 
White  spake  from  personal  experience.  Considering  that 
this  country  produces  chloroform,  opium  alkaloids,  and 
other  alkaloids  in  large  quantity,  it  would  have  been  well  to 
have  had  particulars  about  them  laid  before  the  Committee, 
but  they  were  not  forthcoming.    The  minutes  of  evidence 
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show  that  Mr.  Tyrer  played  the  part  of  diplomatist  on  the 
Committee,  and  his  judicial  attitude  is  apparent.  One 
result  of  this  work  is  that  the  Revenue  Department  is  now 
distinctly  more  sympathetic  towards  manufacturers,  and 
they  have  made  it  perfectly  clear  that  even  withcut  the 
enlarged  provisions  recommended  by  the  Committee  they 
are  prepared  to  grant  all  possible  facilities  under  Section  8. 
The  question  of  magnitude  has,  therefore,  narrowed,  and 
as  the  cost  of  inspection  is  now  to  be  charged  to  the 
revenue,  it  will  be  possible  for  infant  industries  to  have  the 
benefits  already  obtained  by  well-established  and  gigantic 
concerns.  It  is  also  made  clear  that  a  more  liberal  range 
of  denaturants  can  be  used,  each  being  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  case,  and  the  reduction  of  the  proportion  of 
wood  naphtha  to  5  per  cent,  is  both  an  industrial  and 
economic  advantage,  while  the  new  conditions  for  retail- 
ing mineralised  methylated  spirit  should  prove  a  boon  to  the 
community.  Altogether  the  Committee's  recommenda- 
tions mean  an  annual  charge  upon  the  revenue  of  at  least 
40,000/.,  and  this  we  reckon  to  be  equivalent  to  a  gift  of  a 
million  to  chemical  and  other  industries.  The  credit  for 
this  is  certainly  due  chiefly  to  Mr.  Tyrer,  but  he  has  many 
an  acknowledgment  to  make  of  assistance  from  many  quar- 
ters, yet  it  is  to  his  persistence  that  the  matter  was  kept 
from  dying;  to  his  wide  knowledge  of  affairs  and  processes 
is  due  the  guidance  of  the  evidence  to  showing  our  industrial 
disabilities,  and  his  argument  and  fairness  helped  to  form  a 
more  favourable  report  than  seemed,  at  one  time,  likely  to  be 
forthcoming.  To  this  may  be  added  the  statement  that  the 
opinion  is  growing  in  revenue  circles  that  the  report  is  not 
final,  for  the  charge  of  the  denaturants  to  the  revenue  is 
believed  to  be  the  logical  conclusion  cf  the  matte:1,  and  this 
may  ere  long  be  forthcoming. 


Scheduling  Acetanilide. 

The  proposed  additions  to  the  Schedule  of  Poisons  in  Great 
Britain  have  not  yet.  we  understand,  come  before  the 
Privy  Council  for  approval,  the  delay  being  due  to  op- 
position from  various  quarters  to  the  inclusion  of  acetani- 
lide. It  may  be  remembered  that  all  the  additions  were 
suggested  by  the  Departmental  Committee,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  intimated,  when  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  passed  the  necessary  resolution, 
that  it  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Privy  Council  repre- 
sentatives. Amongst  the  opponents  to  the  scheduling  of 
acetanilide  is  the  Association  of  Wholesale  Druggists  and 
Manufacturers  of  Medicinal  Preparations,  whose  President, 
Mr.  W.  Parkinson,  J. P.,  chemist,  Burnley,  had  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Harrison  ten  days  ago,  and  who  has  since 
submitted  a  statement  about  the  matter.  In  this  it  is 
stated  that  of  the  three  medical  witnesses  examined 
by  the  Departmental  Committee  enly  enc  mentioned  ace- 
tanilide—viz..  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott — who  mentioned  it  as 
■one  of  the  articles  ho  would  put  in  Part  2,  and  stated  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Martindale  that  several  deaths  havo 
occurred  through  it.  The  petition  of  the  Association 
points  out  that  Dr.  Westcott  did  not  mention  any 
acetanilide  death  in  the  list  cf  deaths  investigated  by 
him  during  six  and  a  half  years,  and  adds  that  "'The 
Extra  Pharmacopoeia'  (1904),  c filed  by  Dr.  Westcott 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Martindale,  quotes  a  few  cases 
the  most  recent  of  which  occurred  in,  1890,  1896,  and  1898. 
At  that  time  the  action  of  the  drug  was  only  imperfectly 
understood."  Mr.  Newsholme  and  Mr.  Allen  also  agreed 
with  the  scheduling  of  acetanilide.  The  statement  by  the 
Association  then  proceeds  to  mention  cases  of  poisoning 
which  have  been  reported  during  the  past  seven  years. 


Altogether  five  have  been  reported  in  trade  journals;  three 
of  these  were  children  under  ten  years  of  age.  The  Asso- 
ciation concludes  that  "  there  is  not  sufficient  ground  for 
restricting  the  sale  of  acetanilide  as  proposed."  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  whole  matter  w'ill  come  before  the  Privy 
Council  in  a  few  days  for  decision.  The  Association  re- 
ferred to  has  made  out  the  best  case  possible,  but  it  is  not  by 
i  fatalities  that  the  scheduling  of  medicinal  articles  is  deter- 
mined. The  original  schedule  shows  that  Parliament 
recognised  the  principle  that  some  noxious  drugs  should  be 
ranked  with  arsenic;  but  the  examples  of  these  are  things 
which  may  be  used  with  criminal  intent.  There  is  not  at 
present  on  the  schedule  anything  of  the  class  to  which 
acetanilide  belongs,  but  the  desire  undoubtedly  exists  to 
control  their  use  in  some  manner,  and  the  Poison  Schedule  is 
the  only  means  that  presents  itself.  The  decision  of  the 
Privy  Council  will,  therefore,  be  momentous. 


University  Education  for  Pharmacists. 

_The  proposed  amalgamation  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
of  the  Liverpool  University  and  of  the  Liverpool  School  of 
Pharmacy  has  now  taken  definite  shape,  the  Liverpool  Che- 
mists' Association  having  issued  a  circular  to  the  chemists 
of  the  district  appealing  for  support  to  carry  it  through.  In 
this  circular  it  is  stated  that  it  is  proposed  to  so  amalgamate 
the  schools  as  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  the  magnificent 
equipment  of  the  University  of  Liverpool,  and  at  the  same 
time  retain  the  services  of  Mr.  Cowley  and  Mr.  Marsden 
for  the  more  technical  part  of  pharmaceutical  training.  Mr. 
T.  Fell  Abraham,  87  Bold  Street,  Liverpool,  is  acting  as 
Hon.  Treasurer. 

Standards  for  the  B.P. 

Mr.  John  C.  Umney's  paper  to  the  West  Ham  Chemists' 
Association  last  week  will,  we  hope,  receive  attention  by 
chemists'  associations  before  the  session  closes.  It  comes  a 
little  late,  perhaps,  but  not  too  soon  for  consideration  by 
retailers,  and  the  subject  should  get  at  least  an  hour's  con- 
sideration by  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at 
Brighton.  The  questions  which  chemists  have  to  consider 
are,  briefly,  (1)  Should  such  standards  as  the  specific  gravity 
and  solid-contents  of  galenical  preparations  be  determined 
and  included  in  the  next  B.P.  ?  (2)  Is  it  desirable  in  this 
manner  to  give  the  administrators  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  official  figures  which  may  not  necessarily  be  in- 
tended for  the  estimation  of  popular  medicines  as  dis- 
tinguished from  medicines  prescribed  by  physicians?  and 
(3)  If  such  standards  are  adopted  should  they  represent 
averages  or  minima?  The  particular  gravity  of  the  present 
proposal  is  that  if  representatives  of  the  drug-trade  decide 
to  adopt  standards  for  tinctures  and  other  galenical  pre- 
parations they  will  have  far  more  weight  in  the  courts, 
seeing  that  they  would  thus  have  trade  acquiescence. 

The  Policeman's  Lot  at  the  Chemist's  Cost. 

A  provincial  newspaper,  referring  to  the  Driffield  n:er- 

cury  ointment  case,  says  : 

The  prosecution  was  or.e  of  those  extraordinary  prying, 
petty  cases  which  serve  no  good  purpose,  and  the  defendant, 
an  invalid,  was  put  to  considerable  inconvenience  in  order 
that  he  might  show  duo  respect  to  the  court.  With  regard 
to  the  merits  of  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  nothing  moi  •■ 
need  be  said.  When  the  question  of  costs  came  up  for 
consideration,  the  police  constable  was  understood  to  say 
that  in  addition  to  his  railway  fare  ho  was  entitled  to 
receive,  with  the  consent  of  the  Justices,  a  sum  of  Is.  6<7.  for 
food  or  refreshment  when  away  from  his  place  of  residence, 
as  he  happened  to  be  on  that  day.  The  defendant's  solicitor 
did  not  quibble  over  the  matter,  but  immediately  said  he 
would  pay  the  sum  mentioned  if  it  was  the  fact  that  other- 
wise the  officer  would  himself  be  out  of  pocket.  Now  it 
strikes  ono  as  rather  extraordinary  that  an  officer  of  the 
East  Riding  Constabulary  should,  as  it  were,  be  dependent 
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for  his  out-of-pocket  expenses  upon  the  success  of  his  cases ; 
for  in  this  particular  instance  it  would  appear  that  if  he 
had  lost  his  case  there  could  have  been  no  allowance  made 
by  the  court  for  food  or  refreshment.  Another  word  may 
be  said,  and  it  is  that  the  Bench,  we  think,  very  properly 
declined  to  allow  the  expenses  of  the  public  analyst  for 
attending  the  hearing.  The  certificates  of  this  official  are 
accepted  as  evidence,  and  it  therefore  seems  to  be  quite 
unnecessary  that  he  should  attend  any  court  in  support  of 
what  he  has  certified  in  a  signed  document. 
These  remarks  are  sensible  and  to  the  point. 

The  Amende  Honorable. 

A  letter  published  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  "Eastern 
Daily  Press"  illustrates  the  result  of  a  tactful  placing  of 
facts.  The  communication,  signed  "J.  M.  Headley, 
member  Yarmouth  Board  of  Guardians,"  is  as  follows,  and 
explains  itself  : 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Yarmouth  Board  of  Guardians 
you  report  me  as  saying  that  the  drugs  at  the  workhouse 
cost  30  per  cent,  more  by  buying  locally  than  from  a  London 
house.  Our  present  contractor  feels  aggrieved  at  _  this 
statement,  and  rightly  so,  for  after  a  careful  investigation  I 
am  convinced  that  wo  could  not  secure  them  from  any 
source  for  even  5  per  cent,  less  than  we  are  now  paying. 
The  matter  arose  in  this  wav.  When  Dr.  Collier,  the  late 
medical  officer  for  the  workhouse,  made  his  final  applica- 
tion for  an  increase  of  salary,  certain  members  of  the  Board 
opposed  it  on  account  of  the  cost  of  drugs.  He  then  in- 
formed us  that  if  we  adopted  his  suggestion,  re  purchase  of 
drugs,  we  could  effect  a  saving  of  from  25  to  30  per  cent. 
This  suggestion  has  practically  been  accepted,  and  we 
are  now  getting  the  very  best  drugs  at  the  lowest  possible 
price  consistent  with  fair  trading. 
The  circumstance  may  not  be  unique,  but  the  novelty  is  in 
the  public  confession. 

Dispensing  by  Doctors. 

Dr.  Cooke  Adams,  of  Eton  Avenue,  Hampstead,  where 
action  against  a  patient  for  recovery  of  fees  we  reported  on 
April  8  (p.  541).  writes  to  the  "  British  Medical  Journal" 
stating  that  he  has  been  non-suited,  and  that  he  has  obtained 
leave  to  appeal.  In  connection  with  this  he  has  received 
the  following  letter  from  Messrs.  Allchin  &  Co.,  who  dis- 
pensed his  prescriptions  : 

May  5. 

Deab  Sir, — The  situation  disclosed  by  the  judgment  in  your 
case  (Adams  v.  Butterworth)  renders  it  necessary  for  us  to 
reconsider  our  arrangements  with  you  as  to  dispensing,  and 
for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  If  you  are  compelled  to  charge  your  patients  only  as  much 
for  each  mixture,  etc.,  as  we  charge  you,  you  will  be  under- 
selling us. 

2.  If  you  should  be  compelled  on  another  occasion  to  appeal 
to  the  county  court,  you  will  have  to  state  publicly  what  you 
are  charged  by  us  for  each  mixture,  etc.,  thus  disclosing  our 
profits  to  the  "public. 

Will  you  therefore  call  on  us  at  an  early  date  to  discuss  the 
same?  Yours  truly,  etc. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Discussion  of  the  Bill  goes  merrily  apace.  The  corre- 
spondence in  the  "  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph,"  begun  by  an 
inquiring  "  Invalid  "  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Newsholme,  has 
been  continued  by  Mr.  Jesse  Boot.  Mr.  Boot  goes  over  the 
old  ground,  but  objects  mainly  to  attempting  to  restrain 
company  chemists  "  from  using  the  name  of  their  trade." 
The  widows  clause  is  cited  in  support  of  the  company  claim. 
Then 

The  Bill  contains  other  objectionable  features,  of  which 
perhaps  the  worst  is  that  it  puts  the  Society  in  a  position  to 
victimise  the  assistants  of  companies  in  cases  where  the 
shortcomings  of  the  assistants  of  private  chemists  could  and 
would  be  winked  at  by  the  Society. 

In  the  same  issue  "  Chemist "  demonstrates  the  absurdity  of 
the  company  contentions  regarding  the  Bill.  He  says,  inter 
alia  : 

Jones,  if  ho  be  unqualified,  may  not  legally  call  himself  a 
"chemist,"  but  '"Jones,  Limited,"  is  invested  by  Somerset 
House  with  a  superiority  over  the  law,  and  may  flourish 
"  cash  chemist  "  in  the  eyes  of  the  community,  although  the 
members  of  the  company  might  not  know  the  difference 
between  Epsom  salts  and  oxalic  acid,  and  may  never  have 


given  five  minutes'  attention  to  technical  or  scientific  train- 
ing in  their  lives.  At  present,  "Invalid"  cannot,  as  he 
ought  to  be  able  to  do,  feel  that  the  sign  "  chemist  "  guaran- 
tees the  proper  training,  examination,  and  statutory  regis- 
tration of  the  people  exhibiting  it,  and  he  is  as  much  in- 
terested in  supporting  an  amendment  of  the  law  in  this 
direction  as  any  company  is  in  blinding  people  to  the  actual 
facts. 

Mr.  Alfred  D.  Purse,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Sunderland, 
makes  an  effective  reply  to  a  local  paper  in  which  the  Phar- 
macy Act  had  been  described  as  "a  silly  piece  of  legisla- 
tion." The  newspaper's  condemnation  apparently  arose 
from  the  fact  that  a  woman  had  poisoned  herself  with  an 
unscheduled  poison.  Mr.  Purse  rather  cleverly  turns  the 
incident  to  political  advantage  by  pointing  out  incidentally 
that 

The  qualified  chemist  is  placed  in  a  very  unfavourable 
position  to  a  limited  company  whose  directors  and  owners 
need  have  passed  no  examination  and  are  entirely  outside 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  can  do  what  an  individual  person 
cannot — viz.,  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  whereas 
a  qualified  chemist  and  druggist  is  bound  by  law  as  to  the 
storage  of  poisons,  and  cannot  sell  an  outward  application 
containing  a  scheduled  poison  without  putting  it  in  a  poison- 
bottle.  For  example,  a  person  can  go  into  a  limited  com- 
pany's drug-store  and  ask  for  a  pennyworth  of  laudanum 
and  a  pennyworth  of  opodeldoc,  handing  over  the  counter 
an  ordinary  bottle — perhaps  a  ginger-beer  bottle — and  they 
can  sell  this  preparation  without  incurring  any  penalty  ; 
but  the  same  person  going  into  a  qualified  chemist's  shop, 
the  chemist  must  take  his  pennyworth  of  laudanum  from  a 
bottle  distinguishable  by  touch,  and  must  also  sell  it  to  the 
customer  in  a  poison-bottle  distinguishable  by  touch,  or  he 
is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  E^. 

All  this  public  discussion  is  certainly  doing  the  Bill  no  harm. 


Business  (Tbanoes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being-  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charjfj  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  ths  Editor. 


The  Wonderland  Drug-stores  have  been  opened  at 
90  Whitechapel  Road,  E. 

Thorne's  Drtjg-siores  have  been  opened  at  11  The 
Parade,  Bruce  Grove,  Tottenham,  N. 

Mr.  B.  Martin  has  opened  r.ew  premises  at  6  King's 
Parade,  Ealing  Road,  South  Ealing.  W. 

Mr.  W.  Dixon  has  acquired  the  business  of  the  late  Mr. 
A.  Berridge,  258  Humberstone  Road,  Leicester. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  at  3  Tower  Bridge  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 

Messrs.  Edmunds  &  Co.,  chemists,  have  taken  over  the 
business  of  Mr.  S.  G.  Jones,  386  Kingsland  Road,  N.E. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Whitaker,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening 
a  new  pharmacy  at  55  Wintringham  Road,  Great  Grimsby. 

Messrs.  Harris  &  Co.  have  taken  over  the  business  of 
the  Victoria  Park  Pharmacy  at  86  Well  Street,  Hackney, 
N.E. 

Mr.  J.  Cofman,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  the  "  Angel  Drug-stores,  "  at  195  St.  John  Street 
Road,  Clerkenwell,  E.G. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Ridge  has  bought  the  business  of  the  late 
Mr.  John  Bicnvenu,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at  27  High 
Street,  Andover. 

Mr.  Walter  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
with  Boots,  Ltd.,  is  opening  a  business  on  his  own 
account  at  13  St.  Mary's  Street,  Bedford. 

The  business  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Beattie,  chemist,  at  6  The 
Broadway,  Crouch  End,  has  been  transferred  to  that  of 
Mr.  T.  E.  Savage,  at  No.  30  in  the  same  thoroughfare. 

The  wholesale  and  retail  chemists'  business  carried  on 
under  the  name  of  Wingfield  &  Co..  20  Great  Clowes 
Street,  Broughton,  Sal  ford,  has  been  acquired  by  Messrs. 
Hills.  "  cash  chemists. 

Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows,  Ltd.,  chemists,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  premises  being  required  for  improvements, 
are  removing  from  162  Piccadilly,  S.W.,  to  34  St.  James' 
Street,  S.W. 
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"'Jfalrcbttfc." 


rp  HE  Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes  are  not  yet  won, 
J-  but  there  is  keen  interest  about  them  in  the  younger 
ranks  of  British  pharmacy,  and  this  had  its  corollary 
among  seniors  on  Wednesday  evening  when  Mr.  Samuel 
W.  Fairchild,  who  is  on  his  yearly  visit  to  London,  gave 
a  dinner  in  honour  of  the  Trustees.  The  Duke's  Room  of 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  was  the  dining-place,  and  there 
at  a  spacious  round  table,  sumptuously  garlanded  and 
sprinkled  with  flowers,  the  guests  who  sat  down  with  Mr. 
Fairchild  were  Mr.  Alderman  R.  A.  Robinson,  J.P.,  L.C.C., 
'President  Pharm.  Soc.  G.B.  ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  President 
Pharm.  Soc.  I.  (Trustee);  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  F.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  President  Brit.  Pharm.  Conf.  ;  Professor  John 
Attfield,  F.R.S.,  Mr.  Peter  Boa  (Trustee),  Mr.  John  W. 
Bo  wen  (Trustee),  Mr.  T.  W.  Davies,  Mr.  Albert  Hagon 
(Trustee),  Mr.  T.  A.  Henry,  D.Sc,  F.C.S.,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Holden  (Secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Trustees).  Mr. 
William  Kirkby  (Trustee),  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  (The 
Chemist  and  Druggist),  Mr.  William  Malcolm,  M.A., 
F.E.I.S..  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun.  ("The  Pharmaceutical 
Journal  ").  Mr.  W.  Philip  Want  ("  The  British  and  Colonial 
Druggist"),  Mr.  W.  Watson-Will  (Trustee),  and  Mr. 
Henry  S.  Wellcome.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr. 
Alderman  Robinson  said  that  the  event  was  pharmaceuti- 
cal^ unique,  and  Professor  Attfield,  with  over  half  a  cen- 
tury's dining  experience  behind  him,  remarked  that  it  was 
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a  feast  to  the  eye,  the  ear,  and  the  palate  such  as  he  had 
never  had  before — the  remark  about  the  ear  arising  from  the 
dreamlike  zither-playing  which  broke  in  now  and  then 
between  the  grape-fruit  and  the  cafe,  noir.  In  reporting,  jus- 
tice cannot  be  done  to  the  numerous  brief  and  happy  speeches 
which  followed  the  dinner.  First  Mr.  Fairchild  gave  the 
health  of  the  King,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Robinson  asked  the 
company  to  drink  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Then  came  "British  Pharmacy"  from  the  host,  who 
wittily  told  his  guests  how  he  had  been  studying  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  Calendar,  and  the  ripple  of  amusement 
that  followed  this  innocent  admission  of  a  common  fate 
had  scarcely  smoothed  down  when  Mr.  Fairchild  had  the 
company  absorbed  in  reminiscences  of  his  student  days  at  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  when  Maisch  and  Rem- 
ington were  his  teachers,  and  the  inspiration  of  Parrishand 
Procter  was  still  in  the  atmosphere,  while  "Attfield" 
dominated  his  chemistry  studies.  The  President  of  the 
British  Society  first  responded  to  the  toast,  and  he  was  never 
in  happier  vein  than  when  he  testified  to  the  utility  of  the 
scheme  which  Mr.  Fairchild  has  inaugurated,  and  spoke  of 
the  delight  which  the  dinner  gave  everyone.  The  President 
of  the  Irish  Society  followed,  he  expressing  the  indebted- 


ness of  students  of  pharmacy  to  Mr.  Fairchild  for  so  en- 
couraging a  scheme ;  and  the  President  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  also  made  a  few  pithy  remarks.  The 
toast  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Education"  fell  to  Professor 
Attfield,  whose  charm  and  vigour  of  speech  never  served 
him  better  than  on  this  occasion.  He  recalled  the  first 
occasion  he  had  sat  down  at  a  round  table  in  the  house  of 
Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  when  as  a  young  man  he  was 
asked  to  assist  in  pharmaceutical  education.  Between  then 
and  now  the  Professor  has  seen  all  the  fluctuations  of  phar- 
maceutical education  in  this  country,  and  he  welcomed  the 
Fairchild  scheme  as  evidence  of  a  desire  to  encourage  the 
youth  in  the  craft  to  e-duc-ate — draw  out  what  is  in  them 
that  wfil  help  to  make  them  efficient  pharmacists.  He  was 
particularly  pleased  that  the  business  side  of  pharmacy  is 
recognised  in  the  examination,  and  in  wishing  the  scheme 
all  success  hoped  that  this  would  be  fruitful  of  good  results 
to  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  Mr.  Kirkby,  in  his  connection 
with  the  University  of  Manchester,  was  asked  to  reply,  and 
in  so  doing  referred  to  his  University's  proposal  to  grant  to 
students  of  pharmacy  a  degree  in  science.  He  insisted  that 
for  the  higher  grades  of  the  craft  education  alongside  the 
student  of  medicine  and  science  is  beneficial,  not  only 
through  increased  knowledge,  but  for  securing  that  modicum 
of  respect  which  is  apt  to  be  denied  to  the  shop-trained  man. 
The  health  of  the  Trustees  was  given  by  Mr.  Malcolm,  who. 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Glasgow  University  and  an 
administrator  of  technical  education  in  Scotland,  declared 
that  the  gathering  had  given  him  much  information  which 
would  be  helpful.  Mr.  Malcolm  has  advised  in  drafting  the 
regulations  for  the  Fairchild  Scholarship,  and  he  confessed 
that  pharmaceutical  education  is  one  of  the  things  which 
educational  authorities  know  little  or  nothing  about  ,  but  the 
speeches  by  Professor  Attfield  and  Mr.  Kirkby  will  enable 
him  to  do  something  towards  securing  for  pharmacy  in  the 
Scotch  Universities  the  same  interest  and  facilities  as  are 
accorded  to  agriculture  and  engineering.  A  triumvirate 
also  responded  to  this  toast,  Mr.  Hagon  first  speaking  for 
Wales,  commending  the  democratic  nature  of  the  Fairchild 
scheme;  then  Mr.  Holden,  as  Secretary,  "reported  pro- 
gress," and  Mr.  Boa,  speaking  for  Scotland,  spoke  cheerily 
of  the  calibre  of  present-day  apprentices  and  of  the  advan- 
tage which  inculcation  of  business  knowledge  will  be  to 
them.  There  only  remained  "Our  Host"  to  honour,  and 
that  was  done  through  Mr.  Alderman  Robinson,  who  stated 
that  he  had  discovered  Mr.  Fairchild  is  from  his  own 
county — Yorkshire — a  fact  which  sufficed  to  explain  his 
generosity  and  hospitality.  Mr.  Fairchild  admitted  that  he 
might  qualify  for  membership  of  the  London  Yorkshire 
Association,  but  it  was  in  1628  that  his  forefather  was  sent 
or  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  We  ought  to  add 
that  Mr.  Fairchild  gave  the  company  a  graphic  account  of 
the  pharmaceutical  curriculum  as  pursued  at  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  Colleges  of  Pharmacy.  It  extends  over 
two  years;  and  may  go  on  to  a  third,  when  the  degree  of 
doctor  in  pharmacy  is  conferred.  The  New  York  College, 
of  which  he  is  a"  past  President,  is  now  affiliated  with 
Columbia  University,  and  he  mentioned  with  pride  that 
this  will  make  for  the  advancement  of  pharmacy  as  a  pro- 
fession which  is  now  drawing  a  better  class  of  men  than 
hitherto. 


WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue  :  . 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S  E 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kenning- 
ton Park  Road,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Manchester  College,  225a  and  227a  Oxford  Road,  Man- 
chester. 

Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  100  and  102  Burlington 
Street,  Manchester. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy.  Clarendon  Road.  Leeds. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper 
Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 

Edinburgh  School  of  Pharmacy,  26  Clyde  Street,  Edin- 
burgh. 
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Solubilities. 

PART  II. 

By  P.  W.  Squire  and  C.  M.  Caines. 


THOSE  of  your  readers  who  recollect  our  previous  paper 
on  this  subject  (0.  <t:  D..  1903,  ii.  944)  and  those  who 
may  again  refer  to  the  paper,  will  notice  that  the  whole  of 
the  substances  there  dealt  with  have  an  official  position  in 
the  text  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

There  are,  however,  a  large  number  of  substances  which 
are  not  at  present  officially  recognised,  but  which  are  in 
more  or  less  general  use,  and  it  would  doubtless  be  of  con- 
siderable interest  to  many  of  your  readers  to  have  reliable 
figures  of  solubility  for  them  ;  hence  we  again  revert  to  this 
important  subject. 

The  paper  will  also  afford  an  insight  into  a  section  of  the 
experimental  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
recently  published  "Pocket  Companion  to  the  Pharmaco- 
poeia "  (the  work  on  which  has  prevented  an  earlier  introduc- 
tion of  these  notes),  and  it  may  also  serve  as  a  guide  to  those 
who  may  in  the  future  be  called  upon  to  take  up  this  ques- 
tion. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  our  own  determi- 
nations and  in  the  majority  of  instances  a  comparison  with 
another  authority.  The  recent  reference  to  one  or  two 
official  salts  has  necessitated  their  inclusion  also  in  the  table. 
A  short  commentary  on  those  salts  calling  for  individual 
attention  is  also  appended. 

In  dealing  with  Continental  authorities  the  "parts  by 
weight"  have  been  in  all  cases  converted  into  the  "solids 
by  weight  ,  liquids  by  measure  "  system.  Thus  phenazone 
soluble  1  in  1  of  alcohol  (90  per  cent.)  by  weight  is  expressed 
as  1  in  li.  ' 


Substance 


Acetanilide  

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Arsenious  acid 

Water 

Boric  „ 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Ether  (B.P.) 

Cacodylic  acid 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

Camphoric., 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.' 

Citric        ,,  ... 

Ether  (0.735) 

Ether  (0.720) 

Osmic       , , 

Water 

Picric  ,, 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c/ 

Salicylic  ,, 

Water 

Alcohol  (60  p.c, 

Tannic  ,, 

Alcohol  (45  p.c.) 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

Ether  (B.P.) 

Tartaric  ., 

Ether  (0.735) 

Ether  (0.720) 

Actol   

Water 

Aloin  

Water 

Alcohol (90  p.c.' 

Aluminium  s'lphate 

Water 

Aminon.  bicarb'natc 

Water 

..  hypophosphitc 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.  o. 

, ,  picrate 

Water 

Ammonol   

Alcohol  (90  p.  c. 

Water 

Alcohol  ,90  p.  c.) 

salicylate 

Water 

Anetliol   

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Alcchcl  (£up."  ) 

1  in  190 
1  in  4 

1  in  100 

1  in  28 

Insoluble 

2  in  1 
1  in  3i 

1  in  160 

1  in  1.3 

1  in  8 
1  in  10 
1  in  17 
1  in  90 
1  in  10 
1  in  550 

1  in  11 
1  in  35 
1  in  5 
1  in  2 

Insoluble 
i  in  40 
1  in  195 

1  in  20 
1  in  120 

1  in  18 

1  in  1 
1  in  5 
5  in  6 

Insoluble 
1  in  93 
1  in  82 

1  in  110 

Insoluble 
1  in  50 

Insoluble 
1  in  3 


Other  Authority 


1  in  200  (B.P.  and  II.) 
1  ill  4  (B.P.) ;  1  in  4.2 

(II.) 
1  in  100  (B.P.) 
1  in  30  (B.P;)  •  1  in  24 

(II.) 
Slightly  (II.) 


1  in  140  (II.);  1  in  150 

<p.g.  iv.) 

1  in  1.5  (II.)  j  readily 
(P.G.  iv.) 

1  in  69  ill.) 

1  in  90  (II.) 
Easilv  (II.) 
1  in  about  5C0  (B.P. 
and  II.) 


1  in  1  (B.P.  and  II.) 
1  in  1  (B.P.);  1  in  2.4 

(II.) 
Insoluble  (H.) 

1  in  70  (P.G.  iv.) :  in- 
soluble (II.) 

1  in  15  (II.) 

1  in  t'O  (II.);  1  in  60 
(U.S.) 

1  in  24  ill.);  1  in  20 
(U.S.) 

1  in  1.2  (P.G.  iv.) 

lin  15(11.) 


1  in  2.4  (P.G.  iv.) 


Apomorphiue 

hydrochloride 

Aristol   

Aspirin   


Atrc  pine 
bromide 


incthvl- 


Barium  chloride 
Bromofonn  . . . 


Butyl  chloral  hyd. 

Caffeine   

Chlorctonc  

Ciuchonidine 

sulphate 


Water 

Water 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Ether 
Water 
Water 


1  in  56  o 
1  in  60 
Insoluble 
1  in  400 
1  in  5 

1  in  1 

lin  10 

Insoluble 
1  in  2.4 
1  in  800 


Alcohol  (90  p.c.)  In  all  pro- 
portions 

.01.amygd.dulc.  In  all  pro- 
!  portions 
Water  1  in  44 

Glveerin  1  in  1 

Water  1  in  68 

'  Water  1  in  125 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.)      6  in  4 


Citrophen 


Cocaine  salicylate.. 

Collargol   

Cyst  amine  

Bka-iodoform 


Eueaine  B.  base  ... 
,,  B.  hydrochloride 


„  lactate   

Iron  aminon. s'lphate 

,,  caccdylatc  ... 

..  mcta-vanadatcj 

Helmitol  .'  

Hetralih   

Holccainc 

liydrcchlor. 
Mercury  beuzcatc. .. 

salicylate 

.,   sozoicdolate ... 

Ilvdrastinc  


Ichthargan  

Iodine  trichloride 

Iodipiu  (10  p.c.)  ... 


Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Cinchonine 

hvdrochlor.  Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 

,,      sulphate  I  Water 

I  Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Citarin  '<    ...  Water 

 Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Ether  (B.P.) 
Chloroform 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Water 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Ether  (B.P.) 
Chloroform 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Chloroform 

Aniline  oil 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
(Ether  B.P.) 
Aniline  oil 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Chloroform 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (SO  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Water 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Ether  (B.P.) 
Chloroform 

Water 
Water 
'Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
i  Water 
Alcohol  (£0  p.c.) 

Petrole'm  othei 
Water 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c: 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c 
Ether  (B.P.) 


(25  p.c.) 


Chloroform 


Watt  r 
Alcohol  (90  p.c 
Ether  (B.P. I 


1  in  100 

lin  60 

1  in  2 
1  in  25 
1  in  70 
1  in  9 

1  in  1J 
Insoluble 

1  in  165 
1  in  300 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 

5  in  1 
in  1 

Tin  2 

5  in  6 

1  in  8 
Insoluble 

1  in  75 

1  in  8 
1  In  13.5 
1  in  1.100 

1  in  12 
(Pocket) 
1  in  1.5 

1  in  40 
1  in  11.5 
Insoluble 

1  in  4 

1  in  4 

1  in  8 

1  in  5 

1  in  3 
Insoluble 

1  in  15 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 

1  in  5 

1  in  9 
1  in  17.V 
1  in  18U 
Insoluble 

1  in  50 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
1  in  120 

Insoluble 
1  in  6 
1  in  1 
1  in  1 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
Soluble  in 
all  pro- 
portions 
Soluble  in 
all  pro- 
portions 
Insoluble 
Insol  uble 
Soluble  in 
all  pro- 
portions 


Othi  r  A  thcr'.ty 


1  in  53  (Dott) 

Insoluble  (II.) 

1  in  1C0  at  37s  C.  (II.) 

Easily  (II.) 

Freely  soluble  (ma  nu- 
facturers) 

Sparingly  soluble 
(manufacturers) 

1  in  2.5  (P.G.  iv.) 
Slightly  solnblc(P.G. 

iv.  and  11.) 
Easily  (II.) 

Easily  (II.) 

1  in  30  (II.) 

1  in  80  (P.G.  iv.)  (II.) 


1  in  100  (II.)  ;   1  in  70 

(U.S.) 
1  in  84  (II.);  1  in  66 

(U.S.) 


1  in  66(11.)  and  (U.S.) 
1  in  12  (II.);   1  in  10 

(U.S.) 
1  in  1  (manufacturers) 
Almost  insoluble 

(manufacturers) 


Readily  (II.) 
Readily  (II.) 


1  in  337  (U.S.) 
ReadilylH.);  1  in  2.4 
(U.S.)  _ 

1  in  40  (manufacturer) 


1  in  3  (U.S.) 
Insoluble  (U.S.) 


1  in  8  (makers) 


1  in  40  (II.) 
Insoluble  (II.) 
Readily  soluble  (II.) 
Scarcely  soluble  (II.) 
Scarcely  soluble  (IT.) 
1  in  500  (HO 

Insoluble  (II.) 
Readily  in  hot  aleo- 
hol (H.) 
Soluble  (II.) 

1  in  5  (ID 
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Substance 


Mensti  Hum 


Iodipil)  (£5  p.c  ) 


Iodoformin  ... 


Iodoformogen 


Itrol  

Largin   

Lithium  benzoate. . 

hippuratc.. 
Lcsophan   


Magnesium  lienzo'tc 
salicylate... 

.,     sulphite  ... 

Mereurol   

Mesotan   

Morphine  acetate... 

,,  diacetyl 

(Heroine.) 

,,  diacetyl 

hydrochloride 
,,  (Heroine  hy- 
drochloride) 
Morphine-ethyl  hy- 
drochl.  (Die nine) 


Morphine  sulphate 

.,  tartrate 
Nargol 

Orexin  tannate  ... 
Orthoform  hvdrochl. 


Pepsin 
Peronine 


Phenalgin  

Fhenazonc  

,,    salicylate  ... 

Phloridzin  

Phosphorus  

Ph\  scstigmine 

salicylate 


Physcstigmine 

sulphate 


Other  Authority 


Protargol   

Quinine  hi-hydrcchl 


,,  citrate 

.,  glyc'roph'sphatc 

„  hydro-chloro- 

sulphatc 

„  tannate 


Chloroform 


Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c! 
Ether  (B.P.) 
Chloroform 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.; 
Ether  (B.P.) 
Chloroform 
Water 
Water 
Water 
Ueohol  (90  p.c. 
Water 
Water 
Alee  hoi  (SO  p.c. 

E'her  (B.P.) 
Chloroform 
Water 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c. 
Water 
Water 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c. 
Water 


Alcohol  (90  p.c, 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

at  60°  F. 
Alcohol  (warm) 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.e. 

Water 
Alcohol  (93  p.c.', 
Ether  (B.P.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.; 

Ether  (B.P.) 
Alcohol  (90  p.e.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.e.) 
Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

Water 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.; 
Ether  (B.P.) 

Water 


Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Water 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

E  h  r(B.P.) 
Cnlorofoi  m 
Water 
Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Water 


1  in  5 


Insoluble  (II.) 
Insoluble  (11.) 
Insoluble  (II.) 
Insoluble  (II.) 
Insoluble  (II.) 


1  in  3.1 


i (II.) 


1  in  4 

Insoluble 
1  in  60 
1  in  8.4 
1  in  17 
Insoluble 
1  in  4E0 

1  in  6 
1  in  1."  J 
Insoluble 
1  in  200 
1  in  160 

1  in  110 
Insoluble 
1  in  i;- 

3  in  4 

1  in  235 

Insoluble 

1  in  4 
1  in  200 

1  in  130 


1  in  15 


4  in  1 

2\  in  1 

1  in  2 

2  in  H 

lin5 

Insoluble 

1  in  7 
1  in  1,200 
Insoluble 
1  in  200 

1  in  2 
1  in  7 
Insoluble 


1  in  4  (U.S.) 
1  in  12  (U.S.) 

Insoluble  (II.) 
Soluble   with  diffi- 
culty (H.) 
Keadily  soluble  (II.) 
Readily  soluble  (II.) 
1  in  20  (II.) 
1  in  10  (H.) 
Soluble  'II.) 
1  in  80  (II.) 


1  in  36  about  (II.) 

Almost  inrolublc  (II.) 

Slightly  soluble  (II.) 

1  in  2  (manufac- 
turers); 1  in  10 
(Dott) 


1  in  7  (H,) ;  1  in  14 

(Dott.) 
1  in  29  (Dott) 

1  in  \\  (II.) 

1  in 702 (U.S.);  slight- 
ly (Ccdex) ;  diffi- 
cultly (Swiss) 

1  in  11  (B.P.  and  II.) 

Alm'st  ins'l'ble  (B.P. 
and  II.) 

Readily  (manufac- 
turers) 

Insoluble  (II.) 


1  in  100  (B.P.) 
1  in  about  130  (II.) 
1  in  218  by  wgt.  al- 
cohol (95  p.c.)  (II.) 


1  in  1  (B.P.) ;  1  in  less 
than  1  (P.G.  iv.) 

1  in  ]J(B.P.);  linlj 
(P.G.  iv.) 

1  in  about  200  (P.G. 
iv.) 

Scarcely  soluble  (II.) 
Readily  soluble  (II.) 
1  in  140  (II.) 

1  in  150  (II.  and  U.S.); 
1  in  85  slowly  (P.O. 
iv.) 

1  in  14  (II.);  1  in  12 
(U.S.) ;  1  in  14(P  G. 
iv.) 

Very  readily  soluble 
(II.) 

Very  readily  soluble 
(II.) 

1  in  about  1  (II.) 

1  in  0.7 (H.) ;  1  in  less 

than  1  (Codex  Sup.) 
Readily  soluble  (II. 

and  Ccdex.  Sup.) 


1  in  about  900  (II.) 
1  in  200  (II.) 
1  in  48  (II.) 

1  in  1  (II.) 

1  in  800  (II.);  rnlv 
(slightly  (P.G.  iv.) 


S  ubstancc 

Menstruum 

Com- 
panion " 
or  Pccket 
Companion 

Other  Authority 

Quinine  tannate  ... 

Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

1  in  3 

1  in  60  to  70  H.)  ; 

slightly  more  solu- 

ble than  in  water 

(P.G.  iv.) 

— 

Resorcin   

Olive  cil 

1  in  ?2 

Salacetol   

Water 

1  in  2.200 

1  in  2.200  III.) 

Alcohol  (90  p.c; 

1  in  15 

1  in  18  (11.) 

SaloV...  ..." 

Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

1  in  12 

1  in  12  (P.G.  iv.);  lin 

Saloquininc 

10  (U.S.) 

salicylate 

Water 

Insol  uble 

Difficultly  soluble 

(maker) 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

1  in  ?2 

— 

Scdium  caccdylate 

Water 

2  in  1 

— 

Alcohol  (90  p.e. 

1  in  1 

— 

..  einnaniate 

Water 

1  in  11 

— 

Alcohol  (90  p.c; 

1  in  160 

— 

Scdium    meta  van- 

adate   

Water 

2  in  1 

— 

Alcohol  (90  p.c. 

Insoluble 

— 

Scdium  mcthylar- 

senate   

Water 

1  in  li 

- 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Insoluble 

— 

.,  orthp  vanadate 

Water 

1  in  1 

— 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Insoluble 

— 

..  taun  ehnlatc. .. 

Water 

2  in  1 

— 

.,  thiosulphate... 

Water 

5  in  3 

1  in  0.65  (U.S.) 

Alcohol  (£0  p.e.) 

1  Insoluble 

Insoluble  (U.S.) 

Sparteine  sulphate 

Water 

2  in  1 

Very  soluble  (U.S.) 

l  in  2  (11.) 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

1  in  5 

Very  soluble  (U.S.);  1 

in  6  (II.) 

Strontium  cinna- 

matc   

Water 

1  in  1C0 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

1  Insoluble 

Strychnine 

(alkaloid) 


,  liydrobromide 
.  hydrochloride 


Alcohol  (90  p.c. 
Alcohol  (70  p.c.) 
Alcohol  (60  p.c, 
Alcohol  (45  p.c, 
Alcohol  (20  p.c. 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c), 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.  I 

Water 


1  in  170 
1  in  250 
1  in  400 
1  in  800 
1  in  4,200 
1  in  65 
1  in  96 
1  in  35 
1  in  73 
1  in  62.\ 


'  Alcohol  (90  p.c.)    1  in  120 


..  sulphate 
Terpenc  hydrate 

Tetronal 

Theobromine 

Thecciu 

Thiocol 

Thksinamine 

Trionai' 

Urea  ...  , 
Urotropine  ... 
Veronal  ... 


Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.' 
Water 


Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Alcohol  (60  p.c.)  1  in  46 

Water  1  in  550 

Alcohol  <«0  p.c)  1  in  12 

Water  1  in  1.700 

Alcohol  (90  p.c.)  lin  5.000 

Water  1  in  190 


1  in  48 
1  in  135 
1  in  280 

1  in  14 


Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Ether  (B.P.) 
Chloroform 
Water 


Alcohol  (90  p.c.  ) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 

Water 
Alcohol  (90  p.c.) 
Ether  (B.P.) 


1  in  80 
1  in  6 
1  in  390 
Insoluble 
Insoluble 
1  in  17 


1  in  2 
1  in  320 
1  in  11 
1  in  1 
1  in  7 
5  in  6 
1  in  8 
1  in  160 
lint  J 
1  in  lli 


1  in  180  (II.) 


1  in  32  (Allen) 

1  in  35  (H.) 
lin  72  (II.) 
1  in  90  (II.  and  P.G. 

iv.)  • 
1  in  84  (II.  and  P.G. 

iv.) 
1  in  50  (U.S.) 
1  in  109  (U.S.) 
1  in  about  250  (P.G. 

'  iv-> 

Slightly  mere  than 
1  in  12  (P.  G.  iv.) 

1  in  450  (II.) 
Readily  soluble  (II.) 
1  in  1.700  (11.) 
1  in  5.168  (II.) 
1     in     about  175 
(makers) 


Sparingly  in  cold, 
readily  cn  warm- 
ing (Allen) 

Readily  (Allen) 

1  in  320  (P.G.  iv.) 

Readily  (II.) 

1  in  1  (II.) 

1  in6(ll.) 


1  in  145  (makers) 


B.P.  =  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898. 
P.G.  iv.  =  German  Pharmacopoeia,  1900. 
U.S.=United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  1890. 
II.=JIager"s  "  Pbarmaceutischen  Pn  xis,"  1SC0-1902. 

The  word  "insoluble"  is  not  intended  to  convey  the 
impression  that  the  substance  is  absolutely  and  entirely 
insoluble  in  the  menstruum  named,  but  that  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes  of  prescribing  and  dispensing  it  may  be  so 
regarded.  A  few  of  the  foregoing  figures  are  of  more  than 
usual  interest,  and  some  notes  on  them  are  appended  : 

Aloin.— The  B.P.  states  that  this  is  sparingly  soluble  in  cold 
water,  the  United  States  gives  the  figure  as  1  in  60 ;  three 
samples  obtained  (1903)  from  different  manufacturers  yielded 
a  solution  at  1  in  120. 
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Apomorphine  Hydrochloride. — A  figure  of  1  in  53  has 
recently  ("  P.J."  [4],  20,  230)  been  given  for  the  solubility  of 
this  salt  in  water.  The  results  of  a  large  number  of  experi- 
ments are  recorded  in  the  seventeenth  edition  of  the  "  Com- 
panion." The  figure  1  in  60  given  in  the  "  Pocket  Com- 
panion "  has  recently  confirmed  the  previous  work. 

Butyl  Chloral  Hydrate. — The  samples  examined  corre- 
sponded strictly,  with  the  Pharmacopoeia  descriptions  and 
tests,  and  would  not  yield  a  clear  solution  under  1  in  44. 
The  solubility  for  the  salt  in  glycerin  is  given  in  some  text- 
books as  4  in  1  of  glycerin,  but  the  salt  will  not  dissolve  to 
anything  like  this  extent  in  that  menstruum. 

Eucaine  B.  Hydrochloride. — A  considerable  number  of  ex- 
periments were  instituted  with  a  view  to  arriving  at  the 
correct  solubility  of  the  salt,  it  being  by  no  means  uncommon 
to  be  asked  to  make  up  solutions  containing  as  much  as  4  or 
5  per  cent.  Although  tins  can  bo  accomplished  easily  by  the 
aid  of  heat,  the  salt  does  not  remain  in  solution,  and  even 
3.2-per-cent.  solutions  when  prepared  by  the  aid  of  heat  do 
not  remain  bright  long  even  when  kept  in  hermetically  sealed 
capsules,  but  soon  deposit  tufts  of  crystals.  An  inquiry  on  our 
part  of  the  manufacturers  resulted  in  a  letter  acknowledging 
the  correctness  of  the  "  Companion  "  figures,  and  pointing 
out  that  as  the  solution  has  to  be  used  at  the  body-temperature 
any  salt  which  crystallises  out  will  again  be  taken  into 
solution.  The  use  of  the  stronger  solutions  of  eucaine  has, 
however,  lately  been  deprecated,  and  the  valuable  work  re- 
corded in  the  "British  Medical  Journal"  has  shown  that 
inasmuch  as  they  arc  non-isotonic  with  the  blood,  they  are 
liable  to  produce  necrosis  of  the  tissues  if  used  for  purposes  of 
hypodermic  injection.  Latterly  a  new  salt,  eucaine  B.  lac- 
tate, has  been  introduced,  which,  as  will  be  seen  from  above 
table,  is  considerably  more  soluble  than  the  hydrochloride. 

Lithium  Benzoate. — This  salt  is  official  in  the  French, 
Italian,  Mexican,  and  U.S.  Pharmacopoeias.  The  solubility 
given  in  the  U.S.  is  1  in  4  of  water.  A  pure  salt  prepared 
by  exactly  neutralising  lithium  carbonate  with  its  ascertained 
equivalent  of  benzoic  acid  had  a  solubility  of  1  in  2£  of  water, 
and  th  s  figure,  given  in  the  seventeenth  edition  of  the 
"  Companion,"  represents  the  true  solubility  of  the  salt.  We 
have  found  commercial  samples  to  contain  from  6  to  14  per 
cent,  of  uncombined  benzoic  acid,  and  the  solubility  of  these 
salts  is  much  decreased.    The  figure  1  in  14  recorded  in  the 

Pocket  Companion  "  was  obtained  from  a  sample  containing 
8.6  per  cent,  of  free  benzoic  acid.  The  U.S. P.  gives  a  quan- 
titative test  for  determining  the  purity  of  the  salt  based  on 
the  estimation  of  the  alkalinity  of  the  soluble  ash.  This 
process  is  tedious  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  burning  off  the 
carbonaceous  matter,  and  is  liable  to  loss  from  incomplete 
washing  of  the  partially  incinerated  residue.  We  have  found 
the  following  method  of  direct  titration  both  expeditious  and 
accurate  : 

Dissolve  1  gram  of  the  salt  in  50  c.c.  of  pure  distilled 
water,  add  about  10  c.c.  of  ether,  a  few  drops  of  phenol- 
phthale:n,  and  titrate  with  decinormal  sodium  hydroxide. 
This  gives  free  benzoic  acid.  A  few  drops  of  methyl  orange 
are  now  added  and  the  titration  continued  with  decinormal 
sulphuric  acid,  which  gives  the  amount  of  combined  benzoic 
ac:d. 

This  salt  has  claimed  a  good  deal  of  our  attention  lately 
during  the  recent  introduction  of  our  new  double  salt, 
cystamine,  lithium  benzoato. 

Morphine  Hydrochloride.— The  figure  in  the  sixteenth 
edition  of  the  "Companion,"  1  in  50,  is  correct  for  rectified 
spirit  (B.P.  1885),  but  that  given  in  the  seventeenth  edition 
and  in  the  "  Pocket  Companion  "  requires  modification.  The 
increased  strength  of  the  alcohol  official  in  the  1898  Pharma- 
copoeia causing  a  corresponding  difference  in  solubility,  the 
correct  figure  for  the  salt  is  1  in  72  of  alcohol  (90  per  cent.). 

Diacetyl  -  Morphine  Hydrochloride.  —  ( Heroine  Hydro- 
chloride).— Continental  samples  of  the  salt  have  a  solubility 
of  1  in  2  of  water,  and  this  is  the  figure  assigned  to  it  by  the 
manufacturers.  The  majority  of  the  samnles  when  assaved 
according  to  test  given  in  '.'  P.J."  [4],  20,  440.  vielded  a  higher 
percentage  of  residue  than  0.3  gram.  Theoretically  the 
anhydrous  hydrochloride  should  contain  91  per  cent,  of 
diacetyl-morphine.  Most  commercial  samples,  however,  con- 
tain a  small  percentage  of  water.  During  the  elaboration  of 
the  formula?  for  the  well-known  "Terperoin"  preparations, 
a  cons  derable  amount  of  experimental  work  was  carried  out 
on  this  substance,  and  we  propose  to  make  these  experiments 
the  subject  of  a  further  short  paper  at  an  early  date.  Both 
heroine  a"d  heroine  hydrochloride  are  official  as  such  in  the 
Russian  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mouosthyl  Morphine  Hydrochloride  (Dionine)  —The  varia- 
tions in  solubility  of  this  salt  caused  by  alterations  in  temnera- 
ture  has  been  commented  upon  in  the  "  Pockef  Companion." 
The  solubilit'es  given  above  were  very  carefully  determined, 
and  have  boon-confirmed  on  repetition. 

Pepsin. — The  interest  attached  to  this  substance  is  that  the 
Pharmacopoeia  figure  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  figure 


given  in  the  table.  A  large  number  of  pepsins  of  the  regula- 
tion official  digestive  powers,  and  answering  all  the  official 
requirements,  were  examined,  and  all  found  to  be  insoluble  in 
alcohol  (90  per  cent.).  The  B.P.  figure  can  only  apply  to  the 
500-test  pepsin  of  the  B.P.  1885,  and  only  then  because  it 
consists  principally  of  sugar  of  milk  and  not  pepsin. 

Sodium  Oinnamate. — Although  the  solubility  of  this  salt 
is  1  in  11,  a  clear  solution  may  be  prepared  by  the  aid  of 
heat  of  a  strength  of  1  in  10,  but  it  requires  very  careful 
handling,  and  the  friction  of  the  stopper  of  the  bottle  is  very 
often  sufficient  to  cause  the  salt  to  crystallise  out.  For  hypo- 
dermic use  the  solution  should  be  a  little  weaker  than  10  per 
cent.  Some  authorities  have  claimed  that  a  clear  permanent 
10-per-cent.  solution  may  be  prepared  in  absolute  glycerin,  but 
this  is  contrary  to  our  experience.  The  solution,  though 
clear  when  first  prepared,  develops  crystals  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  and  the  specimens  before  us  now  are  practically  a 
solid  mass  of  crystals.  The  salt  has  assumed  importance 
owing  to  its  hypodermic  employment  in  the  treatment  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  of  cancer.  Having  had  a  large 
number  of  these  solutions  to  prepare,  we  thought  our  ex- 
perience of  the  behaviour  of  the  salt  would  prove  useful  to 
othors. 

Chemical  Society. 

A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House,  W.,  on 
May  17,  the  President  (Professor  Meldola)  in  the 
chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  the  attraction  being 
a  paper  by  Professor  Briihl,  of  Heidelberg,  cn  the  desmo- 
tropie  form  of  compounds  of 

The  Eihyl  Aceio-acetate  Tyi>e 
in  the  homogenous  state  and  dissolved  in  neutral  media. 
The  paper  was  not  of  pharmaceutical  interest,  but  Professor 
Bruhl  made  an  interesting  statement  in  regard  to  the  ferric 
chloride-colouration  test  for  ethyl  aceto-acetate  which  he 
has  investigated.  He  finds  it  to  be  uncertain  and  untrust- 
worthy. In  non-dissociating  media,  for  instance,  no  re- 
action takes  place.  He  has  not  been  able  to  find  any  other 
test  for  the  ester.  Professor  W.  N.  Hartley  read  an  abstract 
of  a  paper  on  the 

Absorption  Epsctba  of  Uhic-acid  Derivatives  and 
Ureides 

in  relation  to  their  chemical  structure.  The  spectra  of 
alloxantin.  caffeine  and  theobromine  in  solution  are  at  first 
continuous,  but  at  a  certain  dilution  they  suddenly  broaden 
out  and  absorption  bands  develop.  Hence  Professor 
Hartley  concludes  that  alloxantin  changes  to  dialuric  acid 
in  solution,  or  that  a  tautomeric  or  isodynamic  change  is 
effected,  also  that  caffeine  and  theobromine  easily  undergo 
tautomerisation.    The  next  paper,  on 

The  Action  of  Light  on  Diazo  Reactions, 
by  Messrs.  Orton,  Coates.  and  Burdett,  was  read  by  Mr. 
Orton.  Two  years  ago  Oehler  stated  that  although  the  solid 
diazo  compounds  are  affected  by  light,  solutions  of  them 
are  not  so  affected.  This  the  authors  found  to  be  contrary 
to  fact.  They  found  that  the  diazo  derivatives  which  were 
perfectly  stable  when  treated  in  the  dark,  decomposed  under 
the  action  of  light,  giving  off  nitrogen.  Dealing  with  tri- 
bromo-aniline  compounds  they  found  that  the  symmetrical 
tribromo-benzine  amine.?  are  extremely  sensitive  to  light. 
When  prepared  in  the  dark  they  are  colourless,  but  become 
yellow  in  a  few  seconds  when  brought  into  the  light,  crystals 
of  symmetrical  tribromo-phencl  separating.  Other  diazo 
compounds  give  reactions  of  the  san  e  order.  Mr.  Orton 
pointed  out  that  the  production  of  phenol  from  diazo  com- 
pounds is  contrary  to  statements  in  the  text-books,  but 
phenols  are  undoubtedly  produced  although  in  but  small 
quantities. 

Papers  on  "The  Thermal  Decomposition  of  Formalde- 
hyde and  Acetaldehyde,"  by  Dr.  Bene  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith, 
"  The  Synthesis  of  Formaldehyde."  by  Messrs.  D.  L.  Chap- 
man and  A.  Holt,  jun.,  and  on  "The  Conversion  of  iso- 
Pilocarpine  into  Pilocarpine,"  by  Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett, 
were  taken  as  read.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  until 
Thursday.  June  1,  at  8  p.m. 

A  New  Pharmaceutical  Journal. — The  "  Boletin  del 
Colegio  oficial  de  Farmaceutieos  de  la  Provincia  de  Lerida," 
conducted  by  Dr.  Abadal.  is  the  title  of  the  latest  Spanish 
pharmaceutical  periodical,  the  first  number  of  which  is  just 
issued . 
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Bredt.—  On  May  13,  at  113  Palace  Eoad.  Tulse  Hill, 
S.W.,  the  wife  of  Mr.  William  Bredt  (of  Messrs.  Widen- 
mann,  Broicher  &  Co.),  of  a  son. 

Taylor. — The  wife  of  Mr.  William  Taylor,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Burnley  Road,  Padiham,  has  this  week  given  birth 
to  triplets.  One  was  stillborn,  and  the  other  children  are 
not  considered  very  strong. 


Silver  Mefctnno. 

Glass— Fadden.—  On  May  6.  1880.  by  the  Rev.  John 
Macintosh,  Brighton  Street  E.U.  Church,  Edinburgh, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Forsyth,  Lanark.  W.  S.  Glass, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Friockheim,  to  Janet,  daughter  of 
John  Fadden,  Carstairs  Junction.  Present  address  : 
191  Morningside  Road,  Edinburgh. 


Deaths* 


Bell. — At  10  Tatton  View,  Withington,  Manchester,  on 
May  11,  Mr.  James  Bell,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  formerly 
of  Downing  Street,  aged  seventy-six. 

Clarke. — At  73  Avenue  Road,  N.W.,  on  May  3,  Mr. 
Samuel  Clarke,  aged  eighty- four.  Mr.  Clarke  was  the  in- 
ventor of  the  well-known  "pyramid''  night-light,  which 
marked  a  distinct  advance  in  night-light  production,  in  so 
far  as  it  eliminated  the  necessity  for  a  dishful  of  water 
wherein  to  keep  the  light  while  it  is  burning.  This  inven- 
tion also  made  possible  the  food-warmer  with  which  his 
name  is  associated,  and  twenty  years  ago  he  introduced 
"Fairy"  lights,  in  which  his  night-light  is  used,  this  de- 
velopment marking  a  new  era  in  house  and  table  illumina- 
tion that  was  most  fruitful  to  Mr.  Clarke.  It  resulted  in 
the  conversion  of  his  business  into  a  limited  company.  Mr. 
Clarke  was  a  native  of  Aldridge,  Staffs,  where  he  was  born 
on  February  4.  1821.  He  came  to  London  in  1838  as  an 
apprentice  with  his  brother,  the  late  Mr.  George  Millar 
Clarke,  wax-chandler,  55  Albany  Street,  N.W.,  eventually 
succeeding  to  the  business,  and  it  was  from  this  that  the 
present  large  industry  has  sprung. 

Cleaver. — On  May  17,  Mr.  Frederick  John  Cleaver,  of 
F.  S.  Cleaver  &  Son.  32-34  Red  Lion  Street,  Holborn, 
London,  aged  sixty-eight. 

Heanley. — At  Park  Road,  Peterborough,  on  May  14, 
Mr.  Marshall  Heanley,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged 
seventy.  Mr.  Marshall  Heanley  came  of  a  well-known  and 
highly  respected  -Lincolnshire  family,  who  have  for  genera- 
tions past  been  prominent  agriculturists.  Unlike  most  of 
the  members  of  his  family,  he  did  not  take  up  farming,  but 
decided  to  enter  upon  the  career  of  a  chemist,  to  which  he 
had  a  natural  bent.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  in  Peter- 
borough with  Mr.  Warwick,  whose  establishment  was  in 
Long  Causeway,  where  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Willson  &  Co. 
now  is.  He  started  in  business  on  his  own  account  shortly 
after  completing  his  apprenticeship.  He  took  a  shop  in 
the  Market  Place,  and  for  a  great  many  years  carried  on  a 
prosperous  business.  For'  twenty  years  he  was  in  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  J.  E.  Saunders,  of  Narrow  Street.  Mr. 
Saunders  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Heanley  in  1873.  and  Mr. 
Heanley  subsequently  took  him  into  partnership.  In 
addition  to  the  Market  Place  business  Mr.  Heanley  carried 
on  the  manufacture  of  mineral  waters.  Although  somewhat 
eccentric  in  manner,  Mr.  Heanley  was  a  good  Wsiness  man, 
and  was  accounted  one  of  the  most  capable  scientific  chemists 
in  the  district.  He  did  not  long  continue  in  the  practice  of 
the  profession  after  the  severance  of  Mr.  Saunders  from  the 
business,  retiring  about  five  years  ago.  He  maintained, 
however,  the  mineral-water  business  up  to  the  last. 

Jackson. — At  Epple  Road,  Fulham,  S.W.,  from  heart- 
disease,  Adelaide,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Jackson, 
chemist,  aged  seventy-eight. 

Lowe. — At  Wolverhampton,  on  May  11,  Mr.  Osmond 
Henry  Lowe,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-nine.  Mr. 


Lowe  was  the  only  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Lowe, 
of  "Lowe's  pills"  fame,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
old-established  business.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  family. 

Minshull. — At  11  Marine  Parade,  Hastings,  cn  May  9, 
from  pneumonia,  Miss  Rose  Coombes  Minshull.  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  aged  fifty-eight.  Miss  Minshull  was  one 
of  the  little  band  of  women  who,  in  1872,  began  to  assert  the 
rights  of  their  sex  to  all  privileges  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
which  men  have.  Up  to  that  time  women  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists  as  having 
been  in  business  before  the  1868  Act,  and  they  could  not  be 
excluded  from  the  Qualifying  examination  ;  they  were  even 
admitted  to  the  lectures  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  but 
were  not  admitted  to  compete  for  the  prizes.  In  December 
of  that  year  Mr.  Hampson,  as  a  member  of  the  Council, 
moved  that  they  should  be  eligible  to  compete  for  the  prizes, 
but  such  was  the  feeling  of  the  time  that  he  withdrew  the 
motion.  At  this  period  ladies  were  not  permitted  to  work 
in  the  chemical  laboratories  of  the  Society.  Miss  Minshull, 
with  Miss  Louisa  Stammwitz  and  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Hart. 
petitioned  the  Council  to  admit  them  to  the  laboratories,  but 
it  was  not  until  after  they  passed  the  Minor  examination 
(October,  1877)  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  gave  way. 
Mr.  Hampson  had  been  fighting  all  the  time  for  the  rights- 
of  women,  but  he  was  beaten  every  time  until  Miss  Isabella. 
Clarke  passed  the  Major  examination  in  1877,  and  began  to 
dispute  the  legality  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  refusal 
to  elect  her  a  member.  By  October  4,  1879,  she  succeeded, 
and  immediately  she  and  Miss  Minshull  (who  had  passed 
the  Major  on  February  19. 1879)  were  elected  the  first  female- 
members  of  the  Society.  Miss  Minshull  was  not  by  nature  a 
fighter,  but  a  bright  and  charming  little  woman,  of  an 
affectionate  nature.  She  was  dispenser  at  the  Noith-Eastem 
Hospital  for  Children,  Hackney  Road,  for  many  years, 
and  was  never  engaged  in  retail  pharmacy.  She  was  ar> 
occasional  contributor  to  the  C.  <b  D.,  and.  in  one  of  her 
articles  she  said  :  "As  the  result  of  many  years'  hospital 
work,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  certainly  in  women's 
and  children's  hospitals  a  lady  dispenser  is  the  right  woman 
in  the  right  place." 

Walker.— At  Fernside  House.  Little  Sutton  (the  resi- 
dence of  her  son),  Mary  Wiswould.  widow  of  the  late  Mr- 
George  Walker,  chemist,  of  Myrtle  Street  and  Grove  Street, 
Liverpool,  aged  seventy-seven. 

Wyllie.— At  Whitehall  Road,  Gateshead-on-Tyne,  Bar- 
bara Cameron,  wife  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wyllie,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Yates. — At  Aysgarth,  Surbiton.  on  May  11.  Mr.  Francis- 
Yates,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (late  of  64  Park  Street. 
Southwark),  aged  seventy  years.  It  is  only  three  weeks 
since  we  recorded  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  the- 
younger  brother  of  Mr.  Francis  Yates,  and  the  death  of  the- 

latter  has  come  as  a  shock  to   ■■  •  .  

his  old  business  friends.  We 
understand  that .  it  followed 
an  abdominal  operation, 
which  was  performed  last 
week.  He  was  getting  along 
nicely,  when  two  days  after 
he  succumbed  from  heart- 
failure.  The  body  was  cre- 
mated at  Woking  on  Satur- 
day, directions  to  this  effect 
having  been  given  in  the  will. 
Mr.  Yates  was  bom  in 
Clerkenwell  on  February  19, 
1835,  and  was  educated  at 
private  schools.  We  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain  where 
he  served  his  apprenticeship 
to  the  drug-trade,  but  he 
entered  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy when  he  emerged  from 
his  teens,  and  in  the  1856  session  took  the  first  certificate 
in  chemistry  and  pharmacy  and  the  second  in  botany  and 
materia  medica,  He  passed  the  Major  examination  in  July 
1856  and  in  the  following  year  entered  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  Davy,  Mackmurdo  &  Co.,  then  in  Old  Swan  Lane, 
and  became  a  partner  in  1862.  when  the  title  of  the  firm  was 
changed  to  Davy,  Yates  &  Routledge.      In  1870  the  firm 
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removed  to  64  Park  Street,  Southwark,  which  is  the  chapel 
that  Mr.  Charles  Spurgeon  was  pastor  of  when  he  first  came 
to  London.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Davy,  Mr.  Yates  became 
the  head  of  the  firm,  and  he  remained  in  that  position  until 
December  31,  1896,  when  he  retired  from  business,  and  the 
firm  was  amalgamated  with  A.  S.  Hill  &  Son.  Mr.  Yates 
had  been  for  many  years  an  auditor  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  would  have  been  re-elected  this  week  if  he  had 
heen  alive ;  indeed,  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Society  that  such  a  vacancy  as  the  present  has  occurred. 
Mr.  Yates  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Yates,  two  sons,  and  several 
daughters. 

Tomlinson. — At  Westholme,  Barton-on-Humber,  on 
May  13,  Mr.  Henry  Jenkins  Tomlinson,  J. P.,  chemist  and 
-druggist,  aged  eighty-three.  Mr.  Tomlinson  occupied  a 
leading  position  in  the  town  for  sixty  years,  and  for  the  last 
forty  years  was  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  North  Lin- 
colnshire. Born  at  Sleaford  and  apprenticed  at  Louth,  he 
went  to  Barton  in  1844,  founding  the  business  afterwards 
•conducted  with  considerable  success  by  himself  and  his 
partner,  Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Crowder.  In  1889  Mr.  Tomlinson 
retired  from  business,  being  succeeded  by  Mr.  Crowder, 
-whose  death  was  recorded  last  week  (see  C.  <L-  D.,  May  13, 
p.  731).  The  business  now  belongs  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Lee.  Mr. 
Tomlinson  founded  the  first  newspaper  ever  published  in 
Barton,  and  though  it  was  purchased  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  "  Hull  and  Lincolnshire  Times"  more  than  thirty  years 
.ago,  it  is  still  often  spoken  of  as  "  Tomlinson's  paper." 
Mr.  Tomlinson  was  a  prominent  Wesleyan  Methodist,  and 
was  a  successful  local  preacher  for  over  fifty  years,  holding 
.-almost  all  the  offices  open  to  laymen.  In  early  manhood 
Mr.  Tomlinson  formed  a  very  intimate  friendship  (not- 
withstanding his  Conservative  political  tendencies)  with 
'Thomas  Cooper,  the  Chartist,  which  lasted  until  Cooper's 
•death. 


IReeent  Mills. 


Donald. — The  late  Mr.  James  Donald,  of  5  Queen's  Terrace, 
West  Princes  Street,  Glasgow,  and  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
•George  Miller  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  who  left 
personal  estate  valued  at  106,770/.  17s.  4c?.,  bequeathed  20,000?. 
to  the  Governors  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
"Technical  College,  to  be  by  them  devoted  towards  giving  a 
rsound  education  in  practical  chemistry  and  practical 
mechanics,  and  18,000?.  to  various  charitable  institutions, 
•chiefly  in  Glasgow.  He  also  bequeathed  to  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow  a  valuable  collection  of  pictures,  which  has  been 
valued  at  about  45,000?.  Subject  to  several  legacies  to 
friends,  and  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  the  foregoing 
bequests,  he  left  the  residue  of  his  estate  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Technical  College  in 
•augmentation  of  the  legacy  of  20,000?. 

James. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  James,  chemist  and 
•druggist,  of  Cheltenham,  who  died  on  February  7,  has  been 
proved  at  the  Gloucester  Probate  Registry  by  his  widow. 
"Mrs.  Anne  James,  of  6  Berkeley  Place,  Cheltenham,  sole 
•executrix.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  8,063?.  9s.  5d., 
and  the  net  personality  ?)??. 

Miller. — Mr.  William  Miller,  of  Tyne  View  House.  Win- 
laton,  Durham,  formerly  in  business  as  a  chemist  and  wine 
and  spirit  merchant,  an  enthusiastic  dog  and  pigeon  fancier, 
left  21,137?.  gross,  20,379?.  net. 

Woods.— -The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Woods,,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Bedford  Street,  Plymouth,  and  proprietor  of 
Woods'  areca-nut  tooth-paste,  who  died  on  January  25,  has 
been  proved  at  the  Exeter  Probate  Registry  by  his  son,  Mr. 
William  Herbert  Woods,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  Mr. 
John  Frederick  Winnicott,  of  Rockville,  Mannamead,  Ply- 
mouth, merchant,  the  executors.  The  gross  amount  of  the 
estate  is  8,210?.  0s.  M.,  and  the  net  personalty  7,308?.  13s.  2c7. 


A  Brimstone  Fire.— On  May  13,  at  the  sulphur  factory  of 
M.  Clovis  Amans,  Montpellier,  a  loud  explosion  was 
followed  by  an  outbreak  of  fire.  A  couple  of  men  were 
thrown  some  distance,  and  their  clothes  set  on  fire.  They 
5iad  just  time  to  throw  themselves  into  the  river  Lez  to 
extinguish  the  flames.  The  firemen,  gendarmes,  and 
sappers  were  quickly  on  the  spot,  but,  unable  to  get  the  fire 
under,  directed  the  burning  sulphur  towards  the  river. 
The  fire  brigade  managed,  however,  to  isolate  a  building- 
containing  a  huge  store  of  sulphur,  and  though  the  damages 
were  serious  they  are  covered  by  insurance. 


personalities. 

Bro.  J.  Foggan,  chemist,  has  been  installed  Worshipful 
Master  of  the  Hartford  Lodge  of  Mark  Masons  (Bedling- 
ton). 

Mr.  Benjamin  HErwoRTH,  chemical  manufacturer,  has 
been  placed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  Borough 
of  Kidderminster. 

Professor  E.  Schmidt,  of  the  Pharmaceutisch- 
chemisches  Institut,  Marburg,  has  been  selected  as  this 
year's  Hanbury  medallist. 

The  King  has  nominated  Mr.  William  Henry  Power, 
C.B.,  F.R.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  to  be  a  member  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  for  a  further  period  of  five  years  from 
May  15,  1905. 

Mr.  George  Hodgson  Bedson,  son  of  Dr.  Bedson,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  at  the  Armstrong  College,  Newcastle, 
died  on  May  13,  in  Newcastle,  as  the  result  of  a  motor- 
bicycle  accident. 

Mr.  Edward  Evans,  President  of  the  Liverpool  Liberal 
Federal  Council,  who  is  in  his  sixtieth  year,  has  been  telling 
an  interviewer  that  golf  is  the  secret  of  his  vitality  and 
youthful  appearance. 

The  Familiar  Figure  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Carter.  "  of  Maws," 
was  missed  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  dinner  on 
Wednesday  evening.  He  has  gone  on  a  quiet  visit  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada  for  a  few  months. 

Mr.  J.  Henry  Burkill,  Reporter  on  Economic  Products 
to  the  Government  of  India,  having  been  granted  nine 
months'  leave  on  medical  certificate.  Mr.  D.  Hooper,  F.C.S., 
F.L.S.,  has  been  appointed  to  officiate  as  Reporter. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Barlow,  ex-President  of  the  Burnley  and 
District  Chemists'  Association,  took  his  seat  for  the  first 
time  on  the  County  Magisterial  Bench  at  Burnley  this  week, 
on  his  election  as  Chairman  of  the  Burnley  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Bland,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  for 
twenty-six  years  has  acted  as  honorary  secretary  to  the 
Stourbridge  Dispensary,  has  resigned  the  office  on  account 
of  the  state  of  his  health.  The  resignation  was  received 
with  regret. 

Mr.  A.  Prescott  Hiller,  of  the  Fellows  Medical  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  Ltd.,  New  York,  is  now  paying  a  visit  to  this 
country,  and  any  who  desire  to  see  him  on  business  may 
address  him  care  of  Messrs.  Roberts  &  Co.,  New  Bond 
Street,  London,  W. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Hanbury  writes  an  interesting  note  to 
the  '"  Lancet "  on  a  point  arising  from  an  obituary  notice  of 
his  old  teacher  and  friend,  Luther  Holden,  who  published 
a  work  on  "  Human  Osteology."   Mr.  Hanbury  says  : 

From  1846  to  1850  I  was  a  student  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  During  the  winter  session  of  1848  49,  with  the 
view  of  acquiring  for  myself  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  attachments  of  muscle,  I  brought  to  the  dissecting-room 
the  bones  of  the  portion  I  was  dissecting  and  carefully  drew 
with  a  pencil  tho  outline  of  the  space  occupied  by  tho 
attachment  of  each  muscle.  When  I  had  satisfied  myself  as 
far  as  possible  of  the  correctness  of  these  outlines  I  took  the 
bone  home  and  painted  with  Indian  ink  the  whole  surface 
included  in  the  outline  of  each  muscular  attachment.  When 
a  bono  was  thus  completed  it  was  varnished.  At  this  timo 
Mr.  Holmes  C'oote  and  Mr.  Luther  Holden  were  our  demon- 
strators in  the  dissecting-room.  I  passed  the  examination 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons  shortly  before  Christmas,  1849. 
and  that  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  in  May,  1850. 
Before  I  left  tho  hospital  Mr.  Coote  asked  me  to  lend  him 
my  marked  bones.  I  did  so  with  alacrity,  feeling  gratified 
that  he  took  an  interest  in  them,  and  he  kept  them  many 
months.  Shortly  after  ho  had  returned  them  his  little  book 
on  the  bones  was  published  with  illustrations,  on  which  were 
shown  for  the  first  timo  in  fine  outlines  the  attachments  of 
the  muscles.  Not  long  afterwards  Mr.  Coote  died.  One 
day  I  had  some  of  the  bones  in  the  museum  when  Sir 
William  Lawrence  was  there.  On  showing  them  to  him  he 
looked  at  them  attentively,  then  shrugged  his  shoulders  and 
smacked  his  lips,  as  his  manner  was.  and  expressed  much 
approval.  On  quitting  the  hospital  my  father  offered  me  a 
tempting  opening  in  the  old  concern  in  Plough  Court,  Lom- 
bard Street,  and  being  engaged  and  anxious  to  marry  I 
gladly  accepted  it,  and,  abandoning  all  idea  of  practice, 
soon  became  closely  occupied  with  other  interests,  and  it 
was,  I  believe,  some  years  after  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Holden's  beautiful  book  that  I  first  saw  it. 
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"Borofax"  is  the  name  of  a  new  toilet-cream  which  is 
introduced  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  as  a  pro- 
tective and  sedative  dressing  for  the  skin  in  cases  of  expo- 
sure, especially  after  motoring  or  cycling.  It  is  an 
antiseptic,  and  is  put  up  in  collarjsible  tubes  of  two  f.izes. 


The  little  illustration  given  here  shows  the  manner  in  which 
the  firm  send  it  out  to  retailers,  the  box  being  quite  effective 
for  display-purposes. 

The  Cult  of  the  Soda-fountain. — I  had  a  chat  with  Mr. 
John  Macksey  the  other  day,  writes  our  Town  Traveller, 
about  soda-fountains.  Mr.  Macksey  is  the  London  manager 
of  the  American  .Soda-fountain  Co.,  and  he  puts  forward 
the  fountain  as  a  solution  of  many  of  the  problems  that 
afflict  British  pharmacy.  "  Twenty-five  years  ago,"  said 
Mr.  Macksey,  "the  druggists  of  the  United  States  were  in 
a  much  worse  position  than  chemists  of  this  country  are 
now.  But  to-day  the  American  druggist  is  a  man  of  posi- 
tion and  comparative  affluence,  and  all  because  of  his  soda- 
fountain."  The  fountain,  he  went  on  to  point  out,  originated 
with  the  same  opposition  in  America  as  here.  Pharmacists 
in  the  States  objected  to  being  "bar-tenders"  twenty  or 


even  ten  years  ago,  quite  as  much  as  the  high-class  phar- 
macist does  here  at  the  present  time,  but  to-day  one  can  get 
an  ice-cream  soda  dispensed  with  as  much  alacrity  by  phar- 
macists of  world-wide  reputation,  and  with  as  little  loss  of 
r.ignity,  as  in  the  making  of  a  prescription.  The  soda- 
fountain,  according  to  Mr.  Macksey,  has  made  the  Amei+can 
pharmacist  independent  of  the  small  worries  of  drug-selling 
and  of  the  cutting  prices  of  dispensing  and  proprietaries. 
The  fountain  is  the  most  attractive  tning  in  the  shop,  it 
brings  by  far  the  most  custom,  and  it  pays  hand  over  fist. 
Our  representative  argued  that  the  English  summer  is  too 
short  and  too  uncertain  for  an  extensive  iced-drink  trade, 
but  Mr.  Macksey  said  it  is  not  a  question  of  climate.  It 
is  merely  a  question  of  educating  the  British  public.  In 


America  soda-fountains  do  good  business  in  all  kinds  of 
seasonable  drinks  all  the  year  round,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  same  should  not  be  done  in  this  country.  The  foun- 
tains installed  in  England  are  very  attractive,  but  as  a  rule 
they  are  small  in  size  and  insufficient  prominence  is  given 
to  their  position  in  the  shop.  The  fountain  should  have, 
he  said,  a  prominent  position  near  the  door  or  window, 
and  should  be  so  arranged  that  it  may  be  seen  from  the 
street.  An  interesting  fact  is  that  the  introduction  of  the 
soda-fountiin  into  the  United  States  was  due  to  the  efforts 
of  John  Matthews,  an  English  mechanical  engineer.  This 
was  seventy-two  years  ago,  and  Dr.  Hanbury  Smith  and 
G.  D.  Dows,  both  English  chemists  in  business  in  New 
York,  obtained  the  first  patent  for  a  marble  soda-fountain. 
The  subsequent  development  of  the  fountain  and  the  foun- 
tain-beverage business  was  largely  due  to  James  W.  Tufts, 
a  Boston  chemist.  The  evolution  of  the  automatic  measur- 
ing glass  for  syrups  of  the  present  day  in  its  elegant 
container  of  marble  or  onyx  is  likewise  interesting,  lirst 
of  all  Matthews  used  a  syrup-bottle  with  a  cap.  Then  he 
thought  of  turning  the  bottle  upside  down,  boring  two  holes 
in  the  bottom,  and  stoppering  the  bottle  from  the  inside  by 
means  of  a  cork  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  stick.  This  bottle  was 
suspended  in  a  ring  in  front  of  the  cooling  box.  Later  im- 
provements placed  the  bottle  within  the  marble  ice-case, 
changed  its  shape  from  round  to  square,  devised  the  re- 
movable measuring  chamber,  substituted  an  ebonite  rod  and 
soft  rubber  valves  for  the  stick  and  cork,  and  thus  per- 
fected a  simple  mechanical  device. 

Primus  Novelties. — The  latest  introductions  of  Messrs. 
W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.,  are  the 
"  Primus  "  negative  draw-box  and  the  "  Primus  "  distance- 
gauge  or  telemeter.  The  negative  box  is  made  of  strong 
cardboard,  and  has  room  for  fifty  negatives.  The  novelty 
is  that  the  part  which  holds  the  negatives  pulls  out  like  a 
drawer,  so  that  a  number  of  the  draw-boxes  can  be  piled  en 


top  of  cne  another  and  still  be  convenient  fcr  reference. 
The  distance-gauge  is  a  little  instrument  calculated  to  help 
in  judging  the  distance  of  objects  which  it  is  desired  to 
photograph.  The  illustration  explains  the  methed  of  using. 
The  measurements  indicated  on  the  scale,  we  take  it,  are 
only  approximate.  The  distance-gauge  is  made  in  alu- 
minimum,  and  sells  at  Is.  od. 

New  Price  Current. — Messrs.  Sanger  &  Sons  have  just 
issued  a  new  edition  of  their  general  price-list.  It  is 
divided  into  five  parts,  embracing  proprietary  articles, 
druggists'  sundries,  packed  goods,  photographic  apparatus, 
and  shop-fittings.  There  are  over  700  pages  in  the  list, 
making  it  one  of  the  completest  of  its  kind.  Prices  are 
given  mostly  subject  to  discounts,  but  a  complete  key  to  net 
prices  is  given  in  a  convenient  form  at  the  end.  A  series  of 
photographs  at  the  commencement  of  the  volume  give  an 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  business  and  the  varieties  of  manu- 
factures carried  on  bv  this  firm,  whose  agent  in  Canada  is 
Mr.  R.  8.  David,  210  St.  James  Street,  Montreal. 

An  Ophthalmic  Catsule  has  been  introduced  by  Messrs. 
Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  of  Edinburgh  and  London.  This 
is  a  gelatin  capsule  more  conical  in  shape  than  the 
ordinary  kind  and  with  a  longer  tail.  The  capacity  is  about 
half  a  drachm,  and  the  ointments  in  the  capsules  are  pre- 
served in  a  perfectly  asceptic  condition.  On  snipping  off  the 
point  of  the  capsule  a  portion  of  the  ointment  can  be  applied 
to  the  eye  or  eyelids  without  the  slightest  possibility  of 
injury.  At  present,  atropine,  cocaine,  and  yellow  precipitate 
ointments  are  put  up  in  this  form  in  nested  boxes  of  twelve 
at  2$.  each. 
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Messrs.  Davy  Hill  &  Co.,  64  Park  Street,  Southwark, 
S.E.,  the  makers  of  Eau  de  Mente  de  Dalmahoy,  Esvach 
Water,  and  other  specialities,  inform  us  that  Mr.  H.  S. 
Snead  is  now  representing  them  in  Canada. 

Camwal  Prizes. — The  results  of  the  prize  competition 
instituted  by  Camwal  Ltd.,  in  April  of  last  year,  are  an- 
nounced in  this  issue.  The  competition  appears  to  have 
been  very  successful,  for  increases  of  sales  have  been  made 
to  the  extent  of  from  26  per  cent,  to  83  per  cent,  by  indi- 
vidual retailers. 

The  Bayer  Co.,  Ltd.,  announce  in  our  advertising-pages 
the  terms  of  an  injunction  that  they  have  obtained  in  the 
High  Court  against  the  trader  who  sold  as  aspirin  a  pre- 
paration which  was  not  made  by  the  Bayer  Co.  It  should 
be  clearly  understood  that  aspirin  is  a  trade-mark  belonging 
to  this  company.  The  High  Court  case  which  is  pending 
refers  solely  to  the  patent  rights. 

Railway  Rates  for  Keatixg's  Powder. — Mr.  Thomas 
Keating  informs  us  that  he  has  secured  for  chemists  who 
buy  direct  from  him  the  advantage  of  third-class  rates  for 
carriage  on  his  powder  instead  of  the  fourth-class  rates 
which  have  hitherto  been  exacted  by  the  companies.  This 
dates  from  April  1  last,  and  any  chemist  who  has  paid 
fourth-class  rates  on  the  powder  is  now  entitled  to  a  reduc- 
tion to  third-class. 

Stortons,  Ltd.,  perfumers.  Northampton,  have  intro- 
duced a  series  of  perfumes  under  the  "  Prizetta "  brand. 
They  are  artistically  put  up,  the  labels  being  embossed  in 
white  on  a  lavender  ground,  and  each  bottle  is  enclosed  in  a 
handsome  box.  In  respect  to  labelling,  however,  we  note 
that  the  company  state  that  "in  many  instances  chemists 
provide  their  own  labels,  send  them  on  to  us,  and  we  do  the 
rest "  at  a  reduction  of  3s.  per  gross.  They  also  supply  the 
perfumes  in  bulk. 

"Judge"  Brand  Polishes  are  manufactured  by  the 
Anglo-American  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Gateshead.  They 
include  an  efficient  liquid  furniture-polish  branded  "  Reno- 
vene,"  and  "  Silverene  "  liquid  silver-polish,  as  well  as  the 
"Judge"  brand  boot  and  metal  polishes.  These  latter  are 
put  up  attractively  in  oval  boxes,  and  each  box  of  boot- 
polish  contains  a  little  pad  of  felt  with  which  the  polish  is 
applied.  Judging  from  the  copies  of  orders  that  we  have 
seen,  these  goods  are  well  appreciated  by  the  public. 

Clarke's  "Pyramid  "and  "Fairy"  Light  Co.,  Ltd., 
Cricklewood,  London,  N.W.,  print  in  our  advertising-pages 
particulars  of  a  bonus  scheme  in  respect  to  the  sale  of 
"  Pyramid  "  lights  during  the  year  ended  April  29  which  is 
to  be  continued  yearly.  They  give  the  conditions  upon  which 
retailers  may  obtain  the  bonus  on  each  dozen  of  the  lights 
that  are  sold  at  not  less  than  minimum  prices.  The  adver- 
tisement contains  a  blank  agreement- form  which  our  sub- 
scribers are  to  sign  and  forward  to  the  company. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Canadian  druggists  to  the  fact  that  their  agent  for 
Canada  is  Mr.  J.  M.  Scheak,  Carlaw  Buildings,  28  Wel- 
lington Street  W.,  Toronto.  Two  of  the  firm's  specialities 
are  well  worth  the  attention  of  our  Canadian  confreres. 
Their  terpeneless  lemon  oil  is  particularly  well  adapted  for 
the  manufacture  of  lemon-syrup  for  soda-fountains ;  and 
Wright's  coal-tar  specialities,  including  the  toilet  soap, 
which  has  made  great  progress  during  the  past  few  years, 
are  in  favour  with  the  medical  profession  and  the  public. 

Two  New  Perfumes  have  been  introduced  by  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Ash  Grove,  Hackney,  N.E.  One 
is  called  "  June  Roses,"  and  although  it  is  cheap — the  lg-oz. 
stoppered  bottles  wholesaling  at  12.s.  per  dozen,  three  being 
enclosed  in  a  handsomely  decorated  box — the  perfume  is  of 
good  quality  rose-odour.  The  second  perfume  is  "  Japa- 
nese May,"  which  is  a  high-class  perfume,  put  up  in  hand- 
some bottles,  labelled  in  the  best  Parisian  style,  each  bottle 
being  enclosed  in  a  case  in  keeping  with  the  quality  of  the 
perfume.  The  bottle  is  of  cut  glass,  and  the  trimmings  are 
particularly  attractive.  This  wholesales  at  36s.  per  dozen, 
and  we  may  note  that  Buisson  Freres,  Paris  and  London,  is 
the  name  on  the  label. 

Awards  in  the  "  Frog-in-your-Throat  "  window-dis- 
play competition  are  now  announced  by  Messrs.  John 
Morgan  Richards  &  Sons.  The  committee  which  awarded 
the  prizes  consider  the  photographs  a  great  advance  upon 


last  year.  The  competitors  show  better  appreciation  of  the 
object  of  dressing  windows — viz.,  to  sell  goods — and  have 
generally,  so  far  as  the  selected  twenty-four  are  concerned, 
combined  artistic  effect  with  "Frog"  display  and  selling 
power.  The  first  prize  of  10/.  has  been  awarded  to  Mr. 
John  Cleworth,  56  Ducie  Street,  Manchester,  and  prizes 
amounting  to  30Z.  have  been  divided  among  twenty-three 
other  successful  competitors.  Bonus  boxes  have  been  for- 
warded to  all  others  who  made  displays,  but  who  did  not 
succeed  in  winning  a  cash  prize. 

Apart  from  the  Colonies  there  are  in  the  Exhibition  at 
the  Crystal  Palace  (see  p.  764)  a  few  general  exhibits 
grouped  in  the  "export  section."  They  include  Jeyes' 
disinfectant  preparations,  Messrs.  E.  Cook  &  Co.'s  toilet 
soaps,  including  "Lasso,"  the  "  Kuma  "  dentifrice,  J.S.W. 
preparations;  J.  Grossmith,  Son,  &  Co.,  Newgate  Street, 
E.C.,  perfumes;  the  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liverpool, 
chemical  and  metal  products ;  Collins'  Eucalyptic  Remedy 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E.,  eucalyptus  oils, 
soaps,  perfumery,  etc.;  Boundary  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd., 
Liverpool,  sheep-dips,  weed-killers,  and  disinfectants ; 
Foods,  Ltd.,  Heaton  Lane,  Stockport,  "  Moseley's  Food"; 
and  the  British  and  Colonial  Agencies  and  Australian 
Commercial  Agency,  Ltd.,  have  a  good  display  of  Johann 
Maria  Franz  Farina's  eau  de  Cologne. 

Messrs.  Patey  &  Co.,  49  Scrutton  Street,  Finsbury, 
London,  E.C.,  have  established  an  enviable  reputation 
throughout  the  British  Empire  and  the  United  States  for 
their  superior  lavender-water  and  other  perfumes.  The 
lavender  water  has  been  in  use  for  over  a  century  and  is 
put  up  in  old-fashioned  green-glass  bottles,  just  in  the 
style  our  ancestors  liked  it.  It  is  supplied  with  an  extra 
proportion  of  musk  as  well  as  in  the  ordinary  form.  The 
firm  have  now  reverted  to  their  prices  of  twenty  years  ago, 
and  quotations  are  given  in  our  advertising-pages.  We  may 
also  call  attention  to  their  series  of  toilet-soaps.  Old  brown 
Windsor  is  a  favourite,  and  more  recent  productions  are  the 
cold-cream  soap,  a  delightful  white  emollient,  and  the  Bois 
des  Indes  soap,  which  is  transparent  and  has  the  odour  of 
the  perfume  which  appears  to  be  highly  appreciated  in  the 
Colonies  and  India.  Besides  these  the  firm  offer  attractive 
lines  in  violet  and  toilet  powders  and  cold  cream. 


Commo  i£\>ent6. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Tuesday,  May  23. 

Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Association,  33  Mount  Pleasant 
Road,  at  9  p.m.   Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  May  24. 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Norfolk  Hotel,  London 
Street,  Paddington,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  Edmund  White  on 
"  Hospital  Pharmacy." 

Nottingham  Chemists'  Association,  Calvert's  Cafe,  at  9  P.M. 
Annual  Meeting.  Alterations  of  the  rules  will  be  con- 
sidered. 

Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund.— A  meeting  of  subscribers  at  St. 
Bride  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  at  4.15  p.m.  To  receive 
the  report  and  statement  of  accounts,  and  to  elect  trustees. 

Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  Stonehouse  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, 7  Whimple  Street,  at  3  p.m.  Discussions  on  "How 
to  Combat  Unprofitable  Trading"  and  "Our  Titles," 
introduced  by  the  President. 

Thursday,  May  25. 

Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association,  19  Promenade  Villas,  at 
9  p.m.  Business:  Mr.  Wm.  Palmer,  "Notes  on  New 
Therapeutic  Remedies";  short  notes  by  the  Secretary; 
and  a  discussion  on  the  summer  picnic. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  156  King 
Street,  at  8  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Trocadero  Restaurant. — Complimentary  dinner  to  Mr.  T. 
Tyrer  in  recognition  of  his  services  on  the  question  of  un- 
taxed alcohol  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Tickets  may 
be  had  from  Mr.  K.  B.  Murray,  Oxford  Court,  Cannon 
Street,  E.C. 

Friday,  May  26. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.  Professor  J.  W.  Bruhl  on  "The 
Development  of  Spectro-chemistry." 
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association  affairs. 


Torquay  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Pavilion  Hotel,  Torquay,  on  Thursday,  May  11,  Mr. 
Rawling  (President)  in  the  chair.  Other  members  present 
included  Messrs.  Newlyn,  Quant,  Ness,  Knight,  Sloman, 
Bourne  (Hon.  Secretary),  and  Horner  (Hon.  Treasurer). 
Reports  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer  showed  that 
the  Association  had  done  good  work  in  the  past  and  had  a 
substantial  money  balance  in  hand.  The  retiring  officers 
were  heartily  thanked  for  their  services,  and  the  election 
for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  in  Mr.  E.  Quant  being  elected 
President,  Mr.  Rawling  Vice-President,  Mr.  Ness  Hon. 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Bourne  Hon.  Secretary.  A  discussion 
took  place  with  respect  to  the  recent  prosecutions  against 
retailers  of  Easton's  syrup  and  Fellows'  syrup,  and  it  was 
generally  admitted  that  it  would  be  advisable  in  future  to 
register  the  sale  of  these  articles  in  the  poison-book. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  business  meeting  was  held  on  Friday,  May  12, 
the  President  (Mr.  G.  Weston)  in  the  chair.  There  were 
also  present  Messrs.  Atkinson,  Battle,  Dawson,  Davis, 
Eynon,  Halliday,  Handford,  Harper,  Hines,  Leak,  Law- 
rence, Mitchell,  Walker,  and  Wood.  Messrs.  Saville  and 
Wood  were  present  as  a  Deputation  from  the  York 
Pharmaceutical  Association.  Mr.  Walshaw,  of  Hudders- 
field,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Association,  addressed  the 
meeting.  A  resolution,  thanking  Mr.  Walshaw  and  ex- 
pressing approval  of  his  policy,  was  passed  unanimously. 
The  Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  reports  were  read  and 
adopted.  Mr.  R.  Hayton  Davis,  F.C.S.,  was  elected 
President  for  the  ensuing  year;  Messrs.  Handford  and 
Mitchell  were  appointed  Secretaries ;  Mr.  Battle  (Ripon) 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Weston  Auditor.  The  following  were 
elected  on  the  Executive  Committee  :  Messrs.  Dawson, 
Eynon,  Walker,  and  Weston.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  the  retiring  officers.  At  the  close  of  the 
business  songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Weston, 
Mitchell,  Lawrence,  and  Hines. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  Tues- 
day evening,  May  16,  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham, 
under  the  Presidency  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard.  Other 
members  present  were  Messrs.  G.  E.  Perry,  A.  W. 
Southall,  Chas.  Thompson,  J.  Poole,  F.  J.  Gibson,  J.  Rad- 
ford (Secretary),  H.  W.  Jones,  A.  W.  Mann,  J.  T.  Cattell 
(Knowle).  The  annual  report  and  balance-sheet  were 
adopted  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Perry,  who  described 
the  balance-sheet  as  the  best  for  many  years. 

The  President  gave  a  short  address,  reviewing  the  events 
of  the  year,  especially  with  reference  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill, 
and  mentioned  that  the  Association  is  combining  with  the 
Wolverhampton  and  North  Staffordshire  Associations  for 
the  purposes  of  a  summer  outing. 

The  following  members  of  the  Council  were  re-elected  : 
Birmingham  and  Aston,  Messrs.  F.  H.  Alcock,  0.  W. 
Evans,  T.  Barclay,  F.  Barlow,  G.  H.  Brunt,  F.  S. 
Dewson,  G.  E.  Perry,  J.  Poole,  F.  H.  Prosser,  W.  C. 
Scott,  A.  Southall,  A.  W.  Southall,  C.  Thompson,  J. 
Wakefield,  T.  Wakefield;  Brierley  Hill,  F.  R.  Fletcher; 
Coventry,  H.  W.  Jones;  Dudley,  G.  T.  Owen ;  Hands- 
worth,  F.  Smith;  Moseley,  T.  W.  Lowther ;  Oldbury, 
A.  W.  Gerrard ;  Stourbridge,  W.  R.  Selleck ;  Sutton 
Coldfield,  J.  Walker;  Walsall,  J.  0.  Morris;  Warwick, 
C.  P.  Pratt;  Wednesbury,  G.  Morris;  Wolverhampton, 
F.  J.  Gibson ;  North  Warwick,  J.  T.  Cattell. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  President,  the 
Secretary,  and  other  officers.  A  successful  smoker  fol- 
lowed. 


Hull  Chemists'  Trading  Association. 

As  a  result  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Harold  R'iller  which 
appeared  in  the  C.  &  D.  on  May  13,  this  Association  invited 
Mr.  Miller  to  address  a  special  meeting  of  its  members 


called  on  May  16,  to  consider  the  practicability  of  the  work- 
ing details  of  his  scheme.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
The  chairman  (Mr.  Earle)  after  outlining  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  introduced  Mr.  Miller,  who  gave  a  very  lucid 
description  of  his  proposed  plan  of  action,  with  an  account 
of  what  has  been  already  attempted,  and  with  what  measure 
of  success.  Mr.  Miller  did  not  claim  to  have  all  ready  a 
perfect  scheme,  but  invited  criticisms  and  suggestions.  His 
address  was  followed  by  a  very  interesting  discussion, 
during  which  the  chairman  remarked  that  the  local  scheme 
had  worked  most  harmoniously  and  profitably  for  two  years, 
and  is  gradually  embracing  a  greater  variety  of  goods.  All 
the  work  is  voluntary,  each  member  doing  something,  which 
in  the  case  of  the  plan  proposed  would  of  necessity  be  paid 
for.  Mr.  Walton  thought  the  proposed  scheme  a  very  good 
and  practicable  one,  and  would  regard  the  federation  of  a 
number  of  associations  run  on  similar  lines  to  the  Hull 
Association  as  a  good  stepping-stone  to  the  all-embracing 
scheme  under  discussion.  The  general  impression  of  the 
meeting  was  that  so  far  as  Hull  is  concerned  the  lines  upon 
which  the  Hull  Association  is  worked  cannot  be  improved 
upon  at  present.  The  following  resolution  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Selle,  seconded  by  Mr.  Walton,  and  carried  unani- 
mously : 

That  this  Association,  having  heard  Mr.  Miller's  exposi- 
tion on  co-operative  trading,  desires  to  express  its  hearty 
appreciation  of  the  principle  of  the  scheme,  and  purposes 
giving  the  matter  further  consideration. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Miller  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Walton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tebb. 


The  Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  West 
Hartlepool,  on  Wednesday,  May  10.  The  President 
(Alderman  Thos.  Clarkson)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there 
were  also  present  Messrs.  Buckle  and  Denton,  Hartlepool ; 
J.  T.  Cross,  Wingate;  Gamlen,  Leithead,  Levie,  Pattison, 
Robinson,  Timmins,  and  J.  B.  Barker  (Hon.  Secretary), 
West  Hartlepool. 

Annual  Reports. 

The  Treasurer's  statement  was  submitted  and  showed  a 
substantial  balance  in  hand.  One  guinea  was  voted  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund. 

The  Hon.  Secretary's  report  showed  that  during  the  year 
there  had  been  two  resignations  and  one  new  member  had 
been  elected  The  matters  discusser  during  the  session  in- 
cluded C.O.D.,  the  Shop  Hours  Bill,  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 
They  had  also  had  an  instructive  lecture  upon  Ra.y.ography 
by  Dr.  H.  E.  Gamlen.  The  attendances  had  been  fair,  but 
the  Secretary  trusted  members  would  take  a  more  active 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Association  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  Election  of  Officers 
was  then  proceeded  with  and  resulted  as  follows  :  President, 
Alderman  Thos.  Clarkson,  J.P.  (third  year)  ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Alderman  J.  Horsley,  J.P.  (Hartlepool)  and  Mr. 
J.  Hill  (West  Hartlepool)  re-elected;  Committee,  Messrs. 
J.  B.  Barker,  R.  Leithead.  and  A.  Timmins  (West  Hartle- 
pool), H.  Buckle  and  J.  G.  Denton  (Hartlepool);  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  T.  Robinson,  West  Hartle- 
pool. A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  retiring  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  J.  B.  Barker.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the 
members  were  entertained  to 

Supper 

by  Alderman  Thos.  Clarkson.  Afterwards  the  loyal  toasts 
were  honoured,  the  toast  of  "  The  Hartlepools  and  District 
Chemists'  Association"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  Somerville 
Woodiars,  L.D.S.,  and  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  A. 
Timmins.'  The  President's  health  was  given  by  Mr.  R, 
Leithead,  who  spoke  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  members 
to  the  President  for  the  deep  interest  he  had  shown  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Association,  and  trusted  that  he  would  long 
be  spared  to  fill  not  only  the  office  of  President,  but  also  the 
important  offices  he  holds  on  public  bodies.  1  he  toast 
was  drunk  with  enthusiasm.  The  President  briefly  re- 
sponded, and  in  doing  so  said  he  much  regretted  that  there 
were  not  more  members  present.  He  had  hoped  to  have 
seen  every  member  of  the  trade  (whether  a  member  ot  the 
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Association  or  not)  present  that  night.  He  should  at  all 
times  be  pleased  to  do  anything  in  his  power  to  help  forward 
the  work  of  the  Association. 


Northampton  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
Northampton,  on  Friday,  May  12,  Mr.  W.  D.  Mayger  (Pre- 
sident) in  the  chair. 

Reports. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer  (Mr.  F.  Cowdery) 
presented  his  annual  report.  The  membership  of  the  Asso- 
ciation had  slightly  decreased,  one  member  having  left  the 
town  and  another  had  retired,  leaving  the  number  at 
eighteen.  Three  chemists  in  Northampton  had  promised  to 
join,  and  therefore  the  membership  for  the  current  year 
would  be  twenty-one.  Seven  meetings  had  been  held.  The 
earlier  closing  which  the  Association  had  initiated  had  been 
cordially  welcomed  on  the  whole,  but  its  observance  was 
not  unanimous.  The  local  inspectors  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  had  paid  visits  to  most  of  the  members  of  the 
Association  during  the  year,  but  so  far  as  he  could  learn 
there  had  been  only  one  case  taken  before  the  Magistrates, 
a  fact  which  spoke  well  for  the  chemists  of  the  town. 

Mr.  A.  Armitt  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  Mr. 
Llewelyn  North  seconded,  the  President  and  Mr.  W. 
McKinnell  supported,  and  the  motion  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Cowdery  then  presented  the  balance-sheet,  which 
showed  that  the  year  ended  with  21.  6s.  Id.  in  hand.  This 
•also  was  adopted,  and  a  guinea  was  voted  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund. 

Office-bearers. 
Mr.  Mayger  desired  to  resign  the  presidency,  but  on 
pressure  he  agreed  to  take  office  again  for  another  year. 
Mr.  W.  McKinnell  and  Mr.  Arthur  Armitt  were  unani- 
mously re-elected  Vice-Presidents.  Mr.  F.  Cowdery  was 
re-elected  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  with  cordial 
thanks  for  his  past  services.  Mr.  Llewelyn  North  was  re- 
elected Hon.  Auditor. 

Mr.  Gallimore,  of  Kingsley  Park  Terrace,  Northampton, 
and  Mr.  Cleghorn,  of  Wellingborough  Road,  Northampton, 
were  elected  members  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Donald  McKinnell,  Divisional  Secretary,  produced  a 
letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  which  was  en- 
closed a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bremridge  from  the  editor 
of  the  "  Times,"  stating  : 

The  editor  [of  the  "  Times  "]  desires  me  to  thank  you  for 
calling  his  attention  to  the  statement  which  you  quote  from 
an  advertisement  now  being  circulated  by  Boots,  cash 
chemists,  Ltd.,  and  to  inform  you  that  that  statement  is  not 
correct.  The  "  Times  "  has  made  no  independent  investiga- 
tion of  the  kind  suggested  and  no  estimate  of  the  amount 
saved. 

It  was  decided  to  circulate  copies  of  the  Boots'  statement 
and  the  answer  of  the  "  Times  "  in  Northampton. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street, 
W.,  on  May  11,  the  President  (Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough)  in 
the  chair.  Twenty-two  members  were  present.  Mr. 
A.  G.  C.  Paterson,  literary  secretary,  reported  that  twenty- 
eight  gatherings  had  been  held  during  the  session,  which, 
socially,  was  one  of  the  most  successful  on  record.  The 
literary  and  scientific  meetings,  however,  showed  an  average 
attendance  of  only  14^  per  meeting.  Mr.  Latreille,  whom 
the  Council  had  elected  to  serve  in  the  late  Mr.  Strother's 
place,  read  the  financial  statement,  which  showed  an  income 
for  the  year  of  112?.  As.  lid.,  including  a  balance  of 
101.  15s.  5d.  from  last  year;  14Z.  was  received  in  members' 
subscriptions  and  261.  As.  6d.  in  subscriptions  and 
donations  from  patrons  and  wholesale  houses.  The 
expenditure  amounted  to  50/.  3$.,  leaving  a  credit  balance 
of  621.  Is.  lid.  The  reports  were  adopted.  After 
votes  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  organised  the  Cinderellas,  the  re-union,  and  the 
dinner,  Mr.  Matthews  moved  a  change  in  Rule  10,  providing 
for  the  funds  of  the  Association  being  banked  in  the  joint 
names  of  the  President,  Hon  Vice-President,  and  Hon. 


Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  all  cheques  to  be  signed  by  any 
two  of  them. 

The  motion  was  adopted  without  dissent.  The  President 
then  declared  the  meeting  open  for  any 

Criticisms  of  the  Work  of  the  Year. 

Mr.  Latreille  opened  the  discussion  by  asking  the  members 
whether  they  considered  the  Association  had  proved  the 
necessity  for  its  existence  during  the  past  year,  and  whether 
it  was  as  worthy  of  support  as  it  had  been  in  the  past. 
From  a  superficial  point  of  view  the  Association  was  in  a 
very  good  condition ;  financially  it  was  sound,  socially 
successful,  but  the  old  grievance,  poor  attendance  at  the 
serious  meetings,  was  more  accentuated. 

Mr.  Lownsbrough  said  Mr.  Latreille's  speech  was 
evidence  of  a  feeling  which  had  been  growing  for  some  time. 
If  members  thought  that  the  meetings  are  too  frequent  this 
was  the  occasion  to  arrange  fortnightly  meetings. 

Mr.  Paterson  thought  that  the  secret  of  success  might 
possibly  be  in  lessening  the  number  of  meetings. 

Mr.  Weight  suggested  that  each  meeting  should  be  half 
scientific  and  half  social,  and  that  a  museum  of  pharmaceu- 
tical curiosities  should  be  formed. 

Mr.  Clark  thought  the  Association  has  aimed  too  high. 
They  should  cater  more  for  the  average  man  who  listens,  but 
does  not  care  to  speak  on  topics  in  which  he  is  not  sure  of 
his  ground.  The  Association  is  for  the  many,  and  not  for  the 
few  advanced  men  who  can  take  care  of  themselves.  It 
should  bring  men  out  of  themselves  and  train  them  in  the 
confidence  of  their  opinions.  He  thought  they  would  be 
wise  to  consider  fortnightly  meetings.  The  assistant's 
hours  are  long,  and  he  has  other  attractions  for  his  few 
short  hours  of  recreation. 

Mr.  Young  thought  that  the  poor  attendances  are  due  to 
indifference  and  the  desire  for  recreation.  He  dreaded  the 
introduction  of  fortnightly  meetings.  It  was  a  stimulus 
which  would  soon  die  off,  and  they  would  soon  find  it  as 
difficult  to  get  good  attendances  at  fortnightly  meetings  as 
at  those  held  weekly.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  if  the 
Association  kept  shorter  and  more  punctual  hours. 

The  President,  summing  up,  drew  attention  to  the  fact 
that  half-an-hour  is  provided  each  week,  from  8.30  to  9  p.m., 
for  social  intercourse,  but  it  is  never  taken  advantage  of. 
He  thought  that  fortnightly  meetings  would  miss  the  assis- 
tants who  have  alternate  days  for  their  weekly  holiday. 
After  further  discussion  the  President  formally  put  the 
question  "Whether  the  Association  is  justified  in  carrying- 
on  its  work  ?  "  and  an  affirmative  answer  was  given. 

The  scrutineers,  Messrs.  Morley  and  Garsed,  then 
declared  the  results  of  their  scrutiny  of  the  thirty-three 
voting-papers  sent  in  for  the 

Council  Election. 
The  successful  candidates  were  Messrs.  Lownsbrough, 
Britton,  Latreille,  Weight,  Paterson,  Town,  Arrowsmith. 
Keene,  Matthews,  Johns,  Clark,  Young,  Presant,  and 
Williams.  The  proceedings  terminated  with  a  dehghtfully 
optimistic  valedictory  address  by  Mr.  Lownsbrough,  and  a 
hearty  vote  to  him  for  his  able  services  as  President,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  A.  B.  Britton  and  seconded  by  Mr.  W. 
Matthews. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Library  of  the  Thompson- 
Yates  Laboratories,  Liverpool  University  (by  the  kind 
invitation  of  Professor  Boyce,  F.R.S.),  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, May  11,  the  President  (Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden) 
presiding  over  a  very  good  attendance. 

Death  of  Dr.  Dutton. 

At  the  outset  the  President  referred  to  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Association  through 
the  death  of  his  brother.  Dr.  J.  Everett  Dutton  He 
referred  in  sympathetic  tones  to  the  deceased  gentleman, 
whom  he  knew  very  intimately,  and  proposed  that  a 
sincere  vote  of  sympathy  be  sent  to  the  relatives  of  Dr. 
Dutton.  Mr.  T.  F.  Abraham  seconded,  and  Mr.  K,  L. 
Cowley  supported  the  motion,  which  was  passed  in  silence. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Johnson  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 
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Powdered  Gentian. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  brought  forward  a  sample  of  this 
which  was  largely  adulterated  with  powdered  olive  stones. 
He  believed  the  adulteration  is  largely  practised  in  the 
South  of  France,  where  olive  stones  are  practically  worth- 
less, and  exhibited  microscopic  slides  of  the  adulterated 
gentian,  pointing  out  the  characteristics  of  the  olive  stones, 
which  are  easy  to  detect. 

The  President  said  they  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Cowley 
for  his  communication.  It  is  important,  he  added,  that 
chemists  should  be  able  to  examine  powdered  drugs. 
He  was  pleased  to  hear  from  Mr.  Cowley  that  the 
specimen  of  gentian  had  not  been  adulterated  in  this 
country.  Only  that  afternoon  he  was  shown  some  speci- 
mens of  gentian  and  liquorice  root  and  asked  for  an  opinion 
as  to  their  genuineness.  The  gentian  was  a  fair  and 
genuine  sample,  but  the  liquorice  appeared  to  have  been  I 
spoiled  by  damp.  Messrs.  T.  F.  Abraham,  Hornblower, 
and  J.  McCaig  joined  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  then  read  a  paper  on 

Hydrolysis. 

In  this  paper  Mr.  Cowley  first  explained  what  hydrolysis 
is — viz.,  "the  introduction  of  the  elements  of  water  or  its 
equivalent  into  a  compound,  usually  resulting  in  the 
rupture  of  the  compound  into  two  or  more  parts."  He 
proceeded  to  explain  the  results  and  to  give  examples, 
amongst  them  the  following  : 

Phosphates. — B.P.  sodium  phosphate  is  to  some  extent 
hydrolysed,  but  being  a  fairly  strong  acid,  it  reacts  somewhat 
differently  towards  different  indicators. 

Arsenate  of  sodium  acts  precisely  as  the  phosphates,  but 
arsenite  is  strongly  hydrolysed  and  will  always  have  an 
alkaline  reaction,  a  fact  which  has  no  doubt  given  rise  to  the 
opinion  often  expressed,  but  wrongly  so,  that  liquor  arseni- 
calis  B.P.  does  not  contain  potassium  arsenite. 

Borates. — It  is  impossible  to  neutralise  boric  acid  in  a 
watery  solution  owing  to  hydrolysis,  unless  a  proportion  of 
glycerin  be  present  which,  no  doubt,  hinders  the  hydrolysis 
and  prevents  it  altogther  if  sufficient  be  present. 

Cyanides. — It  is  not  possible  to  fix  hydrocyanic  acid  by  an 
alkali  unless  a  large  excess  be  present.  A  solution  of  an 
alkaline  cyanide  is  always  hydrolysed  and  contains  both  free 
alkali  and  free  acid,  as  is  well  seen  in  the  titration  of  hydro- 
cyanic acid  by  silver  nitrate.  It  is  on  account  of  the  hydro- 
lysis that  the  acid  so  readily  forms  soluble  double  salts. 

Carbonates  and  bicarbonatcs  of  alkalis  are  always  alkaline 
in  reaction. 

Reference  was  then  made  to  the  salts  of  the  alkaline  earths 
and  earthy  oxides,  zinc,  aluminium  and  iron  chlorides 
being  instanced  as  undergoing  hydrolysis  on  solution,  so 
that  when  concentrated  they  deposit  oxide.  That  is  the 
reason  why  solid  zinc  chloride  when  treated  with  water 
does  not  give  a  clear  solution,  and  a  little  extra  hydro- 
chloric acid  is  added  to  liq.  ferri  perchloridi  to  prevent 
precipitation  of  oxychloride.  Dialysed  iron  is  interesting  : 
it  contains  simply  ferric  hydroxide  and  water,  but  is  not 
a  true  solution,  as  it  does  not  give  the  reaction  for  iron 
until  an  acid  is  added.  Mr.  Cowley  also  dealt  with  the 
alums,  contrasting  iron  alum  with  ferrous  sulphate.  '  Solu- 
tion of  the  former  heated  to  80°  C.  hydrolyses,  depositing 
hydroxide ;  ferrous  sulphate  hydrolyses  in  the  cold,  and 
in  disneusing  it  in  mixture,  if  acid  be  ordered  it  should 
be  added  to  the  water  before  dissolving  the  iron  salt.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  make  ferrous  sulphate  quite  anhydrous,  but 
it  would  be  a  great  disadvantage  to  expel  the  last  molecule 
of  water,  for  it  would  immediately  become  basic  through 
hydrolysis  when  added  to  water.  Some  rough-and-ready 
pharmacists  succeed  in  getting  it  at  least  partially  an- 
hydrous through  overheating,  and  if  this  be  done  quickly, 
as  in  an  oven,  the  product  soon  becomes  moist  and  red 
round  the  stopper  of  the  bottle.  If  it  be  done  slowly  the 
operator  may  natter  himself  he  is  getting  a  superior  article, 
forgetting  however,  that  while  his  material  is  losing  weight 
it  is  gaining  in  oxygen.  The  author  gave  particulars  of 
various  other  ferrous  salts,  pointing  out  that  ferrous  car- 
bonate obtained  by  precipitation  is  a  mixture  of  carbonate 
and  hydrate,  the  proportion  of  the  latter  being  less  when  a 
bicarbonate  (e.g.,  ammonii  carbonas)  is  the  precipitant. 
He  then  referred  to  the  behaviour  of  other  salts  towards 
water,  uie  following  being  brief  notes  of  what  he  said  : 

Ferrous  Phosphate  and  Arsenate. — As  water  readily  hydro- 
lyses off  a  third  of  the  base  in  any  tri-alkaline  phosphate  or 


arsenate  it  is  impossible  to  prepare  either  tri-ferrous  phos- 
phate or  arsenate  by  the  B.P.  process;  the  precipitate  is. 
always  the  di-ferrous  phosphate  or  arsenate. 

Copper  Compounds. — Soluble  cupric  salts  are  all  more  or- 
less  hydrolysed  by  water.  The  free  acid  may  be  partially 
removed,  leaving  a  basic  salt. 

Silver  Compounds. — Silver  oxide  is  a  very  strong  base,  and. 
sufficiently  soluble  in  water  to  impart  to  it  an  alkaline  re- 
action.   It,  however,  loses  this  property  on  drying. 

Lead  Compounds. — Plumbic  oxide  seems  to  be  related  to- 
the  alkaline  earths.  Its  salts  are  not  hydrolysed  to  any  extent 
by  water  excepting  the  carbonate,  but  several  of  them  readily 
form  basic  compounds  on  hydrolysis  with  alkaline  hydroxides- 
or  even  with  lead  oxide  itself;  hence  such  a  preparation  as 
liquor  plumbi  subacetatis  is  possible. 

Mercury  Compounds. — Neither  mercurous  nor  mercuric 
oxides  are  strong  bases,  and  many  of  their  compounds  ex- 
hibit interesting  and  instructive  peculiarities  as  a  result  of 
hydrolysis. — Mercurous  sulphate  is  an  important  salt  for  the 
construction  of  standard  electrical  cells  as,  owing  to  its  hydro- 
lysis by  water,  it  is  able  to  furnish  for  purposes  of  measure- 
ment a  definite  value  of  electrical  potential.  These  cells  are 
used  as  Board  of  Trade  units. — Mercurous  chloride  is  not  dis- 
sociated by  pure  water,  but  on  being  warmed  with  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  to  a  greater  extent  with  a  solution  of 
sodium  chloride,  dissociation  takes  place  and  an  appreciable 
amount  of  it  passes  into  solution  as  mercuric  salt ;  at  the  same 
time  a  certain  amount  of  mercury  is  deposited.  The  action- 
of  alkalis  on  it  is  an  interesting  example  of  hydrolysis;  the- 
corresponding  oxide  is  formed,  but  a  small  amount  of  mercury 
dissolves.  A  similar  action  takes  place  on  the  addition  of  an 
alkali  to  a  mercuric  salt — in  fact,  the  mercury  is  never  quan- 
titatively precipitated  as  oxide.  Mercuric  oxide  is  partly  dis- 
solved by  alkaline  chlorides,  producing  solutions  exhibiting 
an  alkaline  reaction. — Mercurous  nitrate  is  exceptional  in 
being  the  only  common  soluble  mercurous  salt,  but  hydrolysis, 
readily  takes  place  on  dilution. — Mercuric  compounds  exhibit 
the  property  of  hydrolysis  to  a  higher  degree  than  do  the  mer- 
curous compounds,  but  mercuric  chloride  appears  to  be  ionised 
only  to  a  small  extent,  a  peculiarity  it  shares  with  other 
halogen  compounds  and  with  the  cyanide.  Mercuric  nitrate- 
is  at  once  dissociated  by  water.  Mercuric  sulphate  is  dis- 
sociated by  water  forming  Turpeth's  mineral. 

Bismuth  Compounds. — All  simple  salts  of  bismuth  are 
hydrolysed  by  water,  and  by  prolonged  washing  the  whole  of" 
the  acid  may  be  removed.  In  the  presence  of  a  definite 
volume  of  water  the  free  acid  will  reach  a  degree  of  concentra- 
tion that  will  stop  further  hydrolysis.  If  an  alkaline  carbon- 
ate or  bicarbonate  be  present  to  absorb  the  acid,  hydrolysis, 
will  eventually  be  quite  complete,  the  product  being  hydrate 
or  oxide  and  a  salt  of  the  alkali,  carbonic  acid  being  gradually 
set  free  in  the  process.  This  reaction  has  often  proved  a  sad 
stumbling  block  to  young  dispensers. 

Antimony  Compounds. — Antimonious  oxide  has  only  ex- 
tremely weak  basis  properties.  The  chloride  readily  hydro- 
lyses, even  more  so  than  the  corresponding  compound  of" 
bismuth.  The  formula  of  the  oxychloride  conforms  with 
principles  of  hydrolysis  in  that  it  varies  with  the  dilution,  and. 
like  the  compounds  of  bismuth,  an  alkaline  carbonate  will 
readily  remove  all  the  hydrochloric  acid  from  the  sphere  of 
action. 

Ar senium. — This  element  forms  two  oxides,  both  acidic. 
Halogen  compounds  of  the  lower  state  of  oxidation  only  are 
known.  They  are  all  hydrolysed  by  water.  The  chloride 
rapidly  hydrolyses,  and  it  does  not  appear  possible  that  there 
can  be  any  present  in  the  B.P.  liquor.  The  iodide  is  more 
slowly  hydrolysed.  but  is  completely  so  by  excess  of  water  or 
if  an  alkaline  carbonate  be  added  to  remove  the  free  hydriodic 
acid.  It  is  owing  to  this  hydrolysis  that  it  is  possible  to  form  a 
double  compound  with  mercuric  iodide. 

Caffeince  Citras  is  a  weak  compound  readily  hydrolysed  by 
water. 

Soaps. — It  is  owing  to  hydrolytic  decomposition  that  it  is 
necessary  to  mix  hard  soap  with  oleic  acid  for  preparing 
mercuric  oleate,  otherwise  the  free  alkali  in  the  solution 
would  precipitate  an  equivalent  quantity  of  mercuric  oxide. 

Ethyl  Nitrite. — When  the  B.P.  preparations  of  ethyl 
nitrite  are  dispensed  with  water  by  the  third  day  there  is  net 
a  trace  of  ethyl  nitrite  left. 

Syrup  of  Ferrous  Iodide. — Hypophosphorous  acid,  which  is; 
so  commonly  added  to  the  liquor,  only  prevents  secondary 
change — i.e..  the  liberation  of  iodine  due  to  oxidation.  The 
presence  of  syrup  probably  acts  largely  mechanically, 
although  a  small  amount  of  invert  sugar  acts  as  a  rostrainer  in 
the  same  way  as  the  hypophosphorous  acid.  All  these  hydro- 
lytic changes  take  place  much  more  rapidly  in  dilute  solutions-- 
than  in  strong. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt  followed  with 

Examples  of  Hydrolysis  in  Dispensing. 
Perhaps  the  most  common  example  of  hydrolysis  is  zinc 
chloride  solution.    No  matter  how  carefully  it  may  be  kept 
the  solution  is  invariably  cloudy,  owing  to  hydrolysis,  which 
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produces  ultimately  a  certain  amount  of  oxide.  There  are 
many  ways  of  overcoming  it  :  the  most  simple  is  to  filter  out 
the  oxide  produced.  Another  way,  in  which  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  risk,  is  to  add  hydrochloric  acid  to 
neutralise  the  oxide  as  produced. 

Calcium  chloride  is  another  case.  It  varies  considerably, 
and  when  heated  has  some  chlorine  driven  off,  and  a  basic 
salt  is  produced,  which,  when  dissolved  in  water,  throws 
•down  oxide.  In  these  days,  when  doctors  are  very  fond  of 
ordering  calcium  chloride,  particularly  with  iron,  this  is  a 
thing  which  has  to  be  looked  after  pretty  carefully.  There 
is  only  one  way  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  and  that  is  to 
add  hydrochloric  acid,  as  in  the  case  of  the  zinc. 

Sodium  phosphate  and  sodium  arseniate  are  apt  to  pre- 
cipitate bodies  which  would  be  precipitated  with  alkalies. 
Strychnine  solution  has  been  ordered  with  sodium  phos- 
iphate.  In  a  case  of  this  sort  acid  must  be  added  to  prevent 
precipitation.  The  author  supported  what  Mr.  Cowley  said 
in  regard  to  ferrous  carbonate,  which  is  a  fairly  stable  com- 
pound. In  making  a  Blaud's  pill,  instead  of  the  true  car- 
bonate of  sodium  use  bicarbonate  and  plenty  of  water,  when 
carbonate  of  iron  will  be  precipitated,  and  very  little  oxida- 
tion of  the  iron  will  take  place,  as  the  carbonic-acid  gas 
given  off  prevents  the  carbonate  of  iron  from  coming  in 
contact  with  the  air.  Soda,  honey,  and  a  trace  of  gum 
acacia  produced  a  pill  which  turned  out  to  be  a  very  good 
■one,  and  which  kept  for  a  long  time. 

If  cupric  oleate  be  not  properly  dry,  on  heating  it  to 
make  an  ointment  it  will  go  dark  in  colour  almost 
immediately,  and  if  the  heat  is  not  stopped  a  precipitate  of 
black  oxide  of  copper  is  obtained  through  the  reducing 
action  of  the  heat  and  water.  The  influence  of  aluminium 
chloride  and  alum  salts  generally  in  producing  lakes  was 
referred  to.  Thus  a  mixture  containing  alum,  syrup,  and 
inf.  rosee  contained  a  beautiful  purple  lake  precipitate,  and 
the  borax  being  alkaline  through  hydrolysis  added  to  the 
trouble  by  precipitating  aluminium  oxide.  The  liquid  was 
colourless. 

Hydrolysis  with  bismuth  salts  is  the  most  usual  form  we 
have  to  deal  with,  and  the  best  way  to  avoid  it  is  to  get  the 
reaction  over  as  soon  as  possible.  The  more  the  salt  is 
diluted  with  water,  and  the  longer  it  stands,  the  more 
hydrolysis  will  take  place.  A  fresh  moist  bismuth  sub- 
carbonate  mixture  keeps  well,  but  a  similar  mixture  of  sub- 
nitrate  ultimately  becomes  a  mixture  of  bismuth  oxide  and 
dilute  nitric  acid. 

The  effect  of  glycerin  as  a  preservative  of  ferrous  phos- 
phate was  referred  to,  and  in  speaking  of  mercuric  salts 
hydrolysis  the  author  strongly  commended  the  cyanide,  as  it 
does  not  hydrolyse,  is  not  precipitated  readily  by  animal 
substances,  and  is  ideal  for  administrating  mercury  where  a 
.specific  action  is  required.  He  has  persuaded  doctors  to  use 
the  solution  internally,  and  they  say  they  get  the  mercury 
effect,  and  do  not  observe  the  same  gastric  disturbances  as 
they  do  with  mercuric  chloride.  The  hydrolysis  of  caffeine 
citrate  was  illustrated  by  a  hypodermic  injection  of  caffeine, 
sodium  salicylate,  and  a  trace  of  strychnine.  It  was  semi- 
solid, and  the  doctor  said  it  had  not  been  properly  dispensed 
elsewhere.  The  chemist  was  perfectly  right,  because  the 
■doctor  had  written  caffein.  cit.  instead  of  caffeine  alkaloid, 
and  the  solidity  was  due  to  the  precipitation  of  salicylic 
acid  by  the  liberation  of  citric  acid 

Mr.  Wyatt  also  mentioned  briefly  hydrolysis  of  soaps, 
tincture  of  cinchona,  fluid  extract  of  liquorice,  lapis  divinus, 
and  heroine  hydrochloride  (solutions  and  syrups  at  the  time 
of  making  are  right,  but  after  a  while  the  author  thought 
they  contain  nothing  but  morphine). 

Visit  to  the  Laboratory. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the  visitors  inspected 
the  museum  and  the  newly-erected  laboratory  of  materia 
medica  of  the  University,  being  conducted  over  the  build- 
ings by  the  President,  who  is  lecturer  on  pharmacy  and 
demonstrator  of  materia  medica  in  the  University.  A 
valuable  collection  of  rare  drugs,  including  various  speci- 
mens of  false  ipecacuanhas,  and  a  number  of  unidentified 
■drugs  just  presented  to  the  department  by  Mr.  T.  H. 
Wardleworth,  F.L.S.,  were  shown,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
species  of  strophanthus  and  native  herbs  collected  in  West 
Africa  by  the  late  Dr.  Dutton,  and  presented  by  him. 


IRopal  Society 


THE  annual  gentlemen's  conversazione  of  the  Royal 
Society,  held  at  Burlington  House,  W.,  on  May  17, 
was  as  usual  a  gathering  of  distinguished  men,  among 
whom  were  Lord  Rayleigh,  Sir  Richard  Jebb,  M.P.,  Sir 
Albert  Rollit,  M.P.,  Sir  William  Crookes,  Sir  William 
Ramsay,  Sir  Arthur  Riicker,  Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  Sir  Joseph 
Swan,  Sir  William  Gowers,  Sir  Felix  Simon,  and  Professor 
H.  G.  Greenish.  Sir  William  Huggins,  the  President, 
received  the  guests.  We  append  notes  of  some  of  the 
exhibits. 

Sir  William  Crookes  had  on  view  specimens  of  man- 
ganese glass,  which  have  assumed  deep  violet  tints  under 
the  actions  of  light  and  of  radium.  As  might  be  expected, 
the  similar  action  of  the  light-rays  and  of  the  radium- 
emanations,  which  connect  the  two  forms  of  energy,  are 
effected  in  widely  differing  periods  of  time.  The  coloura- 
tion which  is  produced  by  the  sun  after  many  years  is 
effected  by  radium  in  a  few  days.  In  the  Reception  Room 
Mr.  Finlayson,  F.L.S.,  showed  the  Ashe-Finlayson  Com- 
parascope,  in  which  two  objects  are  simultaneously  thrown 
into  the  field  of  vision.  This  admits  of  much  more  com- 
plete comparison  of  more  or  less  similar  objects  than  is 
possible  with  the  ordinary  microscope.  Sir  William 
Ramsay's  exhibit  finally  disproved  the  suggestion  that 
actinium,  or  emanium,  owes  its  radioactivity  to  radium  as 
an  impurity.  The  actinium  emanation,  which  is  distinctly 
visible  under  suitable  conditions,  decays  in  a  few  seconds, 
and  the  luminous  spot  which  it  causes  on  a  zinc  sulphide 
screen  can  be  blown  away.  Thus  the  emanation  is  quite 
distinct  from  any  of  the  radium  emanations. 

Microscopic  preparations  showing  the  development  of 
the  beautiful  calcareous  spicules  in  sponges,  sea-cucumbers, 
and  other  invertebrates,  were  shown  by  Professor  Minchin 
and  Mr.  Woodland.  An  important  advance  in  the  etiology 
of  cancer  was  the  subject  of  an  exhibit  by  Professor 
Farmer  and  Messrs.  J.  E.  S.  Moore  and  C.  E.  Walker. 
It  has  been  found  that  the  structures  known  as  Plimnter's 
bodies,  which  are  peculiar  to  cancerous  tissues,  are  also 
present  in  healthy  reproductive  tissues.  This  disposes  of 
the  idea  hitherto  held  that  Plimmer's  Bodies  are  parasitic- 
organisms.  Dr.  Charlton  Bastian  showed  specimens  of 
what  must  be  the  simplest  kind  of  protoplasm.  One  drop 
of  an  organic  medium  swarming  with  bacteria  was  intro- 
duced into  a  solution  of  neutral  ammonium  tartrate  in 
distilled  water,  and  bacteria  flourished  and  multiplied  freely 
in  this  mixture.  Their  protoplasm  must  have  been 
formed  from  C,  H,  O,  and  N  only,  although  sulphur 
and  phosphorus  have  always  been  regarded  as  necessary 
constituents  of  living  matter. 

"Kola  Azar "  is  an  extremely  fatal  disease  occurring 
in  India  and  the  Tropics,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Leishmann, 
R.A.M.C.,  showed  specimens  and  sketches  of  the  parasitic 
organisms  which  are  found  in  the  spleen  and  other  organs 
in  this  disease.  Nothing  is  known  so  far  as  to  the  mode 
of  infection  or  as  to  the  life  of  the  organism  outside  its 
human  host,  but  Lieut. -Col.  Leishmann  has  found  that  in 
artificial  cultures  it  develops  into  flagellated  forms  which 
may  be  identifiable  with  micro-organisms  whose  history  is 
already  known  The  isolation  of  B.  Typhosus  from  water 
by  means  of  alum  precipitation  is  improved  by  Mr.  H.  S. 
Willson,  M.B.,  by  centrifugalisation  of  the  water  after  the 
precipitate  of  aluminium  hydrate  has  formed.  Thus, 
practically  all  the  bacteria  are  concentrated  in  the  sedi- 
ment, and  can  be  cultivated  on  plates  of  suitable  media. 
Thus  the  complete  inspection  of  the  water  is  made  easier, 
and  also  the  B.  Colt,  which  are  usually  present  in  such 
large  numbers  as  to  mask  the  presence  of  B.  Typhosus, 
are  rendered  quite  distinct  from  the  typhoid  bacillus.  A 
refractometer  which  will  go  into  the  waistcoat-pocket  was 
shown  by  Mr.  G.  F.  H.  Smith.  At  present  the  limit  of 
the  instrument  is  two  or  three  units  in  the  third  place  of 
decimals,  but  Mr.  Smith  is  at  work  on  an  instrument  of 
similar  nature  by  which  refractive  indices  can  be_  quickly 
and  easily  determined  to  the  fourth  place,  which  is  neces- 
sary for  the  examination  of  oils.  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  gave  a 
demonstration  of  his  vacuum-valves  for  rectifying  high- 
tension  alternating  currents,  on  which  he  lectured  at  the 
Royal  Institution  (see  C.  <L-  D.,  April  1,  p.  504). 
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High  Court  Cases. 

Beecham's  Pills. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  May  12,  Mr.  Justice 
Swinfen  Eady  heard  a  motion  by  Thomas  Beecham,  St. 
Helens,  claiming  an  injunction  to  restrain  Frederick  Barlow, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Balsall  Heath  Road  and  Mary  Street, 
Birmingham,  from  selling  pills  as  and  for  plaintiff's. 
Mr.  Martelli,  who  appeared  in  support  of  the  motion,  stated 
that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the  defendant  con- 
senting to  an  injunction  in  the  terms  of  the  notice  of  motion, 
and  submitting  to  an  order  for  damages  and  costs.  His 
Lordship  ordered  accordingly. 

Alleged  Spurious  Bovril. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  May  12,  Mr.  Justice 
Swinfen  Eady  had  before  him  a  motion  by  Bovril,  Ltd., 
claiming  an  injunction  to  restrain  B.  Cattini,  Eldon  Street, 
London,  his  servants  and  agents,  from  selling  or  offering  in 
response  to  orders  for  Bovril  or  as  Bovril  any  meat-extract 
or  other  prepared  beverage  or  goods  not  being  manufactured 
or  supplied  by  the  plaintiffs.  Mr.  Eve,  K.C.,  was  proceeding 
to  open  the  plaintiffs'  case  when  Mr.  Cozens  Hardy,  who 
appeared  for  the  defendants,  said  that,  though  in  the  affi- 
davits which  had  been  filed  a  good  many  facts  were  stated, 
there  was  clearly  a  case  to  be  tried.  That  being  so  he  was 
willing  to  give  an  undertaking  in  the  terms  of  the  notice  of 
motion  until  the  trial.  His  Lordship  said  he  would  make 
no  order  on  the  motion  except  that  the  costs  be  costs  in  the 
action. 

A  Chemist's  Assistant's  Bicycle  Accident. 
In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  Tuesday,  May  16,  Mr. 
Justice  Phillimore  and  a  common  jury  concluded  the 
hearing  of  the  action  of  Foulkes  v.  Pizzey,  which  arose 
out  of  a  collision  between  a  bicycle  and  a  motor-car. 
Plaintiff's  counsel  said  plaintiff  is  a  chemist's  assistant, 
of  63  Church  Road,  Hove,  Brighton,  and  the  defendant, 
Mr.  Pizzey,  who  is  well  known  in  the  sporting  world,  lives 
at  Heath  Villa,  Ascot.  On  May  31,  1904,  the  plaintiff 
was  riding  his  bicycle  in  Ashstead  Road,  Epsom.  The 
defendant,  who  was  returning  from  the  races,  was  driving 
a  motor-car,  and  ran  into  plaintiff's  bicycle  from  behind, 
plaintiff  being  unable  to  get  out  of  the  way  owing  to  a 
vehicle  in  front.  Plaintiff  was  thrown  off  and  his  shoulder 
was  dislocated,  and  he  was  otherwise  injured.  His 
bicycle  was  destroyed,  and  he  was  out  of  employment  for 
eight  weeks.  He  claimed  salary  at  M.  a  week,  the  value 
of  his  machine,  medical  expenses,  and  compensation  for  the 
suffering  he  had  endured.  Defendant's  case  was  that  he 
was  driving  at  a  moderate  speed,  and  that  plaintiff  caused 
the  collision  by  suddenly  swerving  in  front  of  the  motor- 
car. A  good  deal  of  evidence  was  given  on  both  sides, 
and  in  the  result  the  jury  gave  the  plaintiff  a  verdict 
for  200?.  damages.    Judgment  accordingly,  with  costs. 

Bile  Beans. 

An  action  has  been  raised  in  the  Court  of  Session,  before 
Lord  Ardwall,  by  the  Bile  Bean  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
Charles  Edward  Fulford  and  Ernest  Albert  Gilbert,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  Greek  Street,  Leeds,  against  George 
Graham  Davidson,  wholesale  and  retail  chemist,  1  Polwarth 
Place  and  also  at  Tollcross,  Edinburgh.  The  complainers 
say  they  are  the  manufacturers  of  "Bile  Beans,"  and  that 
this  name  has  been  exclusively  used  by  them  to  describe 
pills  of  their  manufacture,  and  has  never  been  used  by 
anyone  in  Great  Britain  except  those  against  whom  they 
have  obtained  injunctions.  They  state  that  they  have 
supplied  the  respondent  with  quantities  of  their  bile  beans 
from  time  to  time,  and  that  he  has  shown  and  distributed 
their  advertisements,  including  their  shewcards  and  en- 
larged facsimile  boxes.  They  allege  that  on  thirteen  occa- 
sions between  October  1  and  February  16  last  the  respondent 
at  both  his  places  of  business  has  supplied  parties  who 
asked  for  bile  beans  with  an  article  not  manufactured  and 
supplied  by  them.  They  say  these  sales  are  entirely  illegal, 
and  they  ask  for  an  order  to  interdict  the  respondent  from 
carrying  on  that  business. 

The  respondent  contends  that  complainers'  bile  beans 


are  a  common  form  of  pill,  made  from  well-known  ingre- 
dients in  common  use  for  biliousness :  that  there  are  many 
such  in  the  market  known  under  a  variety  of  names,  and 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  public  wishing  pills 
or  beans  for  biliousness  whether  they  are  made  by  com- 
plainers or  not.  The  words  "bile"  and  "beans"  are 
common  English  words,  which  complainers  cannot  appro- 
priate in  connection  with  their  business.  They  correctly 
describe  a  variety  of  pills  or  beans  in  the  market  which 
form  a  cure  for  bile.  He  states  that  during  the  few  months 
he  has  been  manufacturing  bile  beans  he  has  sold  more  of 
complainers'  than  of  his  own,  which  are  sold  as  Davidson's. 
He  is  careful  to  distinguish  his  beans  from  those  of  the 
complainers,  and  it  is  not  in  his  interest  to  sell  his  own 
beans  as  those  of  complainers  nor  to  the  advantage  of  the 
public,  because  his  own  are  as  good  in  quality  and  cheaper 
in  cost.  He  admits  that  the  persons  libelled  obtained  his 
pills,  but  none  of  them  thought  they  were  getting  com- 
plainers' bile  beans,  and  they  were  not  sold  as  such.  The 
persons  mentioned  made  the  pur-chases  on  the  complainers" 
behalf,  and  were  instructed  to  get,  and  did  get.  Davidson's 
Bile  Beans.  The  sales  were  all  instigated  by  Mr.  George 
or  Mr.  Nixon,  who  were  employed  by  the  complainers  for 
the  purpose.  The  complainers'  statements  are  without 
foundation  and  calumnious.  The  proceedings  are  nimious 
and  oppressive.  The  present  action  was  served  on  him 
without  any  intimation,  and  he  offers  to  advertise  that  he  no 
longer  sells  complainers'  bile  beans  and  that  he  has  ceased 
to  have  any  business  relations  with  him 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Section  17  Cases. 
The  remaining  Bradford  cases  in  regard  to  sales  of  veratrine 
in  Rankin's  ointment  were,  at  the  Bradford  City  Police 
Court  on  Friday,  May  12,  adjourned  sine  die  by  consent  of 
the  parties. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Compound  Liquorice  Powder. 
At  Preston,  on  May  12,  Herbert  Lewis  was  fined  5,?.  and 
costs  for  selling  liquorice  powder  containing  5  per  cent,  of 
ground  olive  stones. 

Olive  Oil. 

At  Northampton  Borough  Police  Court  on  May  10,  John 
Wilfred  Broadley,  described  as  a  chemist,  106  Welling- 
borough Road,  Northampton,  was  fined  11.  and  costs,  under 
Section  6  of  the  1875  Act,  for  selling  cotton-seed  oil  as- 
olive  oil.  For  the  prosecution  it  was  explained  that  de- 
fendant was  asked  for  olive  oil  on  two  occasions,  and  on 
each  he  gave  cotton-seed  oil.  Defendant  said  that  he 
acquired  the  business  only  a  short  time  ago  and  the  oil  in 
question  was  some  which  he  took  over.  He  had  not 
purchased  any  fresh  oil  since  the  business  had  become  his. 
He  told  the  inspector  that  it  was  cotton-seed  oil  on  the 
occasion  of  the  second  purchase.  George  Storton,  North- 
ampton, to  whom  the  business  formerly  belonged,  deposed 
that  the  oil  from  which  the  samples  were  sold  was  bought 
by  him  as  olive  oil.  He  had  never  ordered  cotton-seed 
oil,  and  he  had  never,  within  his  own  knowledge,  sold 
cotton-seed  oil  during  the  whole  time  he  had  the  business, 
which  was  a  considerable  number  of  years.  If  the  oil 
which  he  had  believed  was  olive  oil  was  actually  cotton- 
seed oil,  the  blame  rested  upon  the  wholesale  firm,  but  he 
had  never  before  had  cause  to  complain  of  them. 

Mercury  Ointment. 
At  Driffield  on  May  11,  William  Parkinson,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  was  summoned,  under  Section  6  of  the  1875 
Act,  for  selling  mercury  ointment  which  on  analysis  was 
found  to  contain  88.2  per  cent,  of  suet  and  lard  and 
11.8  of  mercury.  Frederick  Charles  Duggleby,  the  assis- 
tant who  conducted  the  sale,  was  also  summoned.  The 
police  were  the  prosecutors,  and  on  their  behalf  it  was 
stated  this  was  the  first  attack  on  mercury  ointment 
in  the  district.  Mr.  James  Baynes.  county  analyst, 
stated  that  he  had  analysed  three  samples  of  the  ointment 
recently,  only  one  of  which  was  up  to  standard.  Mr.  T. 
Holtby,  solicitor  for  the  defence,  submitted  that  not  even 
a  technical  offence  had  been  committed.  He  contended 
that  the  B.P.  ointment  in  the  hands  of  unskilful  persons- 
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would  do  great  injury.  Mr.  Parkinson  said  he  dare  not 
supply  his  customers  with  the  B.P.  ointment,  unless  they 
were  instructed  in  the  use  of  it.  He  had  never  sold  the 
genuine  B.P.  article  in  any  situation  he  had  served  in. 
The  Magistrates,  in  deciding  that  there  had  been  a  technical 
breach  of  the  law,  said  the  inspector  should  be  instructed 
to  make  a  full  explanation  to  shopkeepers  of  what  was 
wanted.    The  defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  Is.  and  costs. 

County  Court  Case. 

The  Assistant's  Claim. 
At  Hastings  County  Court  on  May  15.  Judge  Scully  heard 
a  case  in  which  Edward  Hasselby,  chemist  and  druggist, 
sued  the  Sussex  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  101.  wages  due  and  in 
lieu  of  notice.  The  plaintiff  asserted  that  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  trade  that  there  should  be  a  month's  notice  to  leave 
on  either  side,  and  this  had  not  been  given  in  his  case. 
Mr.  Dusart,  managing  director  of  the  company,  stated  that 
he  had  had  to  complain  of  the  plaintiff  not  giving  slips  show- 
ing the  purchase  of  each  customer  to  be  presented  with  the 
money  at  the  cash- desk,  and  at  an  interview  it  was  agreed 
that  there  should  be  a  week's  notice  on  either  side.  Plaintiff 
was  given  notice  to  leave  on  March  23.  and  he  was  paid  21. 
wages  on  March  30.  Judgment  was  given  for  the  defend- 
ants, with  costs. 


2>eeos  of  arrangement. 


Flight,  Jobn  William,  60  Bolton  Road,  Ramsbottom, 
Chemist.  Trustee,  John  W.  Howarth,  7  St.  Mary's  Street, 
Manchester,  secretary.  Dated,  May  5 ;  filed,  May  12. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  92?.  5s.  id.  ;  estimated  net  assets, 
30/.  J.  Howarth,  Ramsbottom,  is  scheduled  as  a  creditor 
for  40/. 

Jackson,  Josiab,  167  Chirnwjod  Street.  Leicester,  chemist. 
Trustee,  Frederick  W.  Fox,  8  St.  Martin's,  Leicester, 
accountant.  Dated,  May  6 ;  filed,  May  11.  Liabilities 
unsecured,  193/.  18s. ;  estimated  net  assets,  94?.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :  J.  Grossmith,  Son 
&  Co.,  London  (14/.) ;  Levi,  Jones  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London 
(15/.);  A.  Hodgson,  Leicester  (19/.). 

Sowrey,  James,  5Mary  Street,  Harpui  bey,  Bowden,  Jabez, 
67  Esmond  Road,  Cheetham.  and  Royle,  Richard,  20 
West  Worsley  Street,  Salford,  trading  at  19  Sharp  Street, 
Rochdale  Road,  all  Manchester,  as  "  Sowrey,  Bowden  & 
Royle,"  Wholesale  Druggists  and  Drysalters.  Trustee, 
George  H.  Russell,  C.A.,  1  Fennel  Street,  Manchester. 
Dated,  May  1 ;  filed,  May  8.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
1,823/.  4*.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  1,004/.  16s.  9d.  The 
list  of  creditors  includes  the  following :  Price's  Patent 
Candle  Co.,  London  (12/.)  ;  Dinneford  &  Co.,  London 
(11/.);  Midland  Vinegar  Co.,  Birmingham  (10/.);  W. 
Edge  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Bolton  (18/.) ;  J.  S.  Fry  &  Sons,  Ltd., 
Bristol  14/.)  •  Kaputine  Svndicate,  Ltd.,  Huddersfield 
(12/.) ;  Sissons  Bros.,  Hull  (43/.)  ;  Goodall,  Backhouse  & 
Co.,  Leeds  (10/.);  Foster  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lincoln  (20/.): 
Beaufoy  &  Co.,  Liverpool  (59?.)  ;  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (26/.) ;  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Man- 
chester (52/.);  J.  Halkyard,  Manchester  (190?.);  Mrs. 
Bradshaw,  Manchester  (100?.)  ;  Electrolyte  Alkali  Co., 
Middlewich  (11/.);  J.  &  J.  Colman,  Ltd., 'Norwich  (12/.)  ; 
Brotherton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Wakefield  (12/.);  J.  Crosfield  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Warrington  (21/.). 


(5a3ette. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 
Jennings,  W„  and  Williams,  E.,  under  the  style  of  W. 
Jennings  &  Co.,  Central  Market  Buildings,  Farringdon 
Street,  London,  E.G.,  and  also  under  the  style  of  Heathfield 
&  Co  ,  Sheffield,  glass-bottle  manufacturers  and  druggists' 
sundrymen. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890 

Adjudications 

Charlton,  Thomas,  now  trading  as  Professor  Dawson,  Great 

Grimsby,  late  music-seller,  now  herbalist. 
Hughes.  Frederick  William,  Wigan,  Lancashire,  druggist. 
Rees,  John  Melbourne,  Redhill,  Surrey,  late  Bath  and 

Radstock,   Somerset,  and  Southend,  Essex,  chemist  and 

druggist. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  Iftews. 


Rae  Brothers,  Ltd. — Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital 
15,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  businesses 
carried  on  by  Rae  Brothers,  opticians,  lanternists,  and  dealers 
in  photographic  apparatus  and  appliances  in  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  Paisley,  and  Perth,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  photographic  appliances 
and  apparatus,  electrical  engineers,  druggists,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are  J.  G.  Rae  and  G.  G.  Rae.  Qualification  500 
shares.  Remuneration  not  less  than  250/.  each  per  annum. 
Registered  office,  100  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow. 

Cheapest  Chemists,  Ltd. — Capital  185?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Ob^ 
jects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  587  Commercial 
Road,  Limehouse,  as  Bute's  Cash  Drug  Stores,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  druggists'  sundries- 
men,  drug-grinders,  wholesale  druggists,  manufacturing 
chemists,  dealers  in  proprietary  articles,  etc.  The  first  suh- 
scribers  are  :  J.  F.  Sutton,  587  Commercial  Road,  Limehouse. 
chemist's  manager;  Emily  Small,  1  Victoria  Cottages,  Albert. 
Road,  Bexley  Heath;  G.  Harlin,  2  Victoria  Cottages,  Albert 
Road,  Bexley  Heath,  engineer ;  Francis  Bute,  587  Com- 
mercial Road,  E.,  chemist's  assistant;  Annie  Davy,  302  Ken- 
nington  Road,  Kennington,  S.E.,  dressmaker;  Emily  Hough- 
ton, 37  Gilbert  Road,  Kennington;  and  E.  Currie,  23  Great 
Charlotte  Street,  Blackfriars  Road,  Kennington,  S.E.,  en- 
graver. No  initial  public  issue.  Registered  without  articles 
of  association. 

S.  Keys  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  5,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  acquire  from  S.  Keys  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  C.  Keys,  the 
liquidator  thereof,  the  business  of  manufacturing  chemists 
carried  on  by  the  said  old  company  at  Charles  Street,  West 
Bromwich  ;  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  said  old  company 
and  its  liquidator;  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  drysalters,  makers  of  and  dealers  in  British  and 
foreign  wines,  beer,  spirits,  and  tobacco,  bottlers,  pre- 
servers, canners,  importers,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are  : 
S.  Keys,  Dartmouth  Terrace,  West  Bromwich,  gentleman ; 
T.  Keys,  30  Mostyn  Road,  Handsworth,  manager;  W.  H. 
Keys,  Lyndon  House,  West  Bromwich,  chemical  manufac- 
turer ;  Mrs.  M.  D.  Keys,  Lyndon  House,  West  Bromwich ; 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Spencer,  Ingleside,  West  Bromwich ;  H.  Keys, 
68  Beeches  Road,  West  Bromwich,  managing  director;  and 
C.  Keys,  71  Temple  Row,  Birmingham,  C.A.  No  initial 
public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  S.  Keys,  T.  Keys,  and 
W.  H.  Keys.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Regis- 
tered office,  295  High  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

E.  Skuse,  Ltd. —Capital  3,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  of  patent-medicine  and  proprietary 
sweetmeat  manufacturers,  formerly  carried  on  by  the  late 

E.  Skuse  and  recently  by  his  executors  at  Paddington  ;  in 
particular  to  acquire  the  recipes  for,  and  right  to  deal  in, 
certain  medicinal  preparations  known  as  "  Skuse's  Herbal 
Tablets,"  "  Skuse's  Herbal  Cough-mixture,"  and  "  Skuse's 
Herbal  Pills,"  and  certain  sweetmeats  known  as  "  Devona," 
'"  Chocolate  Devona,"  "  Maz-i-vona,"  "  Nut-i-vona,"  etc.,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  all 
kinds  of  medicines,  drugs,  sweetmeats,  jams,  jellies,  and  con- 
fectionery, etc.  The  first  subscribers  are:  W.  Skuse  ,13  Ran- 
dolph Crescent,  Paddington,  confectioner;  Mrs.  C.  E.  A. 
Skuse,  13  Randolph  Crescent,  Paddington  ;  F.  H.  Bodding- 
ton,  2  Pump  Court,  Temple,  barrister;  Mrs.  E.  Boddington, 
28  Belsize  Avenue.  Hampstead  ;  C.  H.  Cooper.  138  Harvist 
Road,  Willesden,  N.W.,  clerk;  Mrs.  A.  Murdoch,  127  Maida 
Vale,  W.  ;  H.  B.  Murdoch,  127  Maida  Vale,  piano-maker. 
No  initial  public  issue.    The  first  directors  are  W.  Skuse, 

F.  H.  Boddington,  and  H.  B.  Murdoch.  Remuneration  as 
fixed  by  the  company. 


W.  J.  Bush  &  Co..  Ltd. — The  report  for  1904  shows  a  gross 
profit  for  the  year  of  80,161/.  The  net  profit  is  15,178/.,  which, 
together  with  the  amount  brought  forward  from  the  previous 
year,  amounts  to  15,453/.  The  business  of  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co., 
Incorporated,  has  again  shown  a  loss.  The  indebtedness  to 
this  company  on  December  31,  apart  from  the  charge  for  in- 
terest, was  34,115?.,  being  approximately  the  same  as  at  the 
last  meeting.  The  directors  propose  foregoing  the  charge  for 
interest  on  the  indebtedness  for  the  past  year,  and  in  future 
for  such  time  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  deem  necessary, 
and  a  resolution  authorising  this  course  will  bo  put  to  the 
meeting.  The  directors  recommend  that  the  balance — 
namely,  9,203?. — be  dealt  with  as  follows:  The  amount 
now  standing  as  preliminary  expenses  to  be  written 
off,  180?.  ;  to  reserve  against  the  debt  owing  by  W.  J.  Bush  & 
Co.,  Incorporated,  2,000?.  ;  to  pay  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary 
shares  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  leaving  to  be  carried  forward 
773?.  At  the  annual  meeting  held  on  May  12,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  James  M.  Bush,  the  Chairman  said  the 
gross  profit  is  the  largest  on  record  in  the  books  of  the  com- 
pany.   The  report  and  accounts  were  unanimously  adopted. 
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Westminster  TOsfcom. 

(From  our  Pamamentary  Representative.) 


Poisons  for  Agricultural  Purposes. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  has 
consented  to  receive  a  deputation  of  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  sale  of  poisons  for  agricultural 
purposes  at  the  offices  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
on  May  24.  The  deputation  will  be  introduced  by 
Colonel  Long,  M.P.,  and  will  include  Mr.  Alexander 
Cross,  M.P.  The  object  of  the  deputation  is  to  im- 
press upon  the  Board  the  necessity  of  taking  action  upon 
the  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee,  which  recently 
sat  under  the  chairmanship  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  in 
order  that  the  whole  of  the  labour  expended  upon  that 
inquiry  may  not  be  thrown  away.  Attention  will  also 
be  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  present  state  of  the  law 
has  the  effect  of  retarding  the  progress  of  the  application 
of  scientific  methods  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Another 
matter  to  which  attention  will  be  directed  is  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

Direct  and  Indirect  Taxation. 
The  interesting  fact  was  mentioned  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  on  Monday,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr. 
Lough,  that  in  Great  Britain  taxation  is  paid  practically 
in  equal  parts,  direct  and  indirect,  while  in  Ireland  27.8  per 
cent,  only  is  direct  and  72.2  per  cent,  indirect. 

Inoculation  of  Soil  with  Bacteria. 
Replying  to  the  question  put  to  him  by  Colonel  Sadler, 
and  given  in  this  column  last  week,  as  to  the  success 
attending  the  inoculation  of  soil  with  bacteria  in  the 
United  States  and  other  countries,  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes, 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  states  that 
his  department  is  closely  watching  the  experiments  with 
the  use  of  nitrogen-producing  bacteria  in  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere,  and  the  value  of  such  bacteria 
is  now  being  tested  at  several  of  the  agricultural  colleges 
in  this  country.  No  results  of  value  can,  however,  be 
obtained  until  the  crops  under  treatment  are  mature. 
Both  the  American  and  the  German  preparations  are  now 
being  manufactured  by  private  firms  in  those  countries, 
and  can  be  purchased  by  farmers  here  who  may  desire 
to  obtain  them.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Ffrench,  as  to  instruct- 
ing Irish  farmers  in  this  process,  Mr.  Fellowes  said  if  the 
system  proves  successful  the  agricultural  instructors  ap- 
pointed by  County  Committees  will  show  farmers  how 
to  use  the  preparation. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs. 
Lord  Burghclere  has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  a  day  yet  to  be  fixed, 

To  draw  the  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
working  in  Great  Britain  of  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Act,  1893  ;  and  to  ask  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  bring  in  an  amending  Bill  during  the  pre- 
sent Session. 

Poison-bottles. 
Sir  Thomas  Dewar  asked  the  Home  Secretary  in  an 
unstarred  question  on  Tuesday  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  inquest  at  the  City  Coroner's  Court  on 
April  25,  at  which  the  jury  unanimously  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  should  be  made  compulsory  for  all  poisons 
to  be  sold  in  bottles  of  standard  shape,  and  easily 
distinguishable  by  touch ;  whether  he  would  state  if  he 
would  introduce  legislation  this  session ;  and,  in  view  of 
the  possibility  of  early  legislation,  whether  he  would  seek 
the  opinion  of  the  Metropolitan  coroners  on  the  subject. 
In  his  reply,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas  said  :  "  The  rider  to  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  case  referred  to  was  communi- 
cated to  me  by  the  coroner.  I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  add 
anything  to  the  answer  which  I  gave  to  the  hon.  member 
on  March  13  respecting  legislation.  The  matter  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Privy  Council  Office,  who  will 
have  full  information  before  them." 

Unregistered  Dentists. 
Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  asked  the  Home  Secretary  on 
Tuesday  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  death  of 


a  young  woman  at  Carlisle  while  having  teeth  extracted 
by  an  unregistered  dentist ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
frequency  of  deaths  from  anaesthetics  administered  by 
unqualified  dentists,  he  would  consider  the  advisability  of 
promoting  legislation  for  the  protection  of  the  public. 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas  replied  as  follows  : 

I  have  received  a  report  of  the  facts  of  this  case  from  the 
Coroner,  and  I  shall  communicate  them  to  the  Privy  Council 
Office  for  the  Lord  President's  consideration.  The  propriety 
of  the  action  of  the  unregistered  dentist  in  this  case  may  be 
considered  open  to  question,  but  I  do  not  think  further  pro- 
ceedings are  called  for.  It  should  be  remembered  that  un- 
registered practitioners  who  undertake  serious  operations 
resulting  in  death  may  be  prosecuted  for  manslaughter. 

Industrial  Alcohol. 
Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence  was  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  Thursday  "  whether,  seeing  that  if  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee  are 
carried  out,  the  relative  positions  of  the  Home  distiller, 
the  Colonial  distiller,  and  the  foreign  distiller  will  remain 
unchanged,  he  will  explain  how  the  West  Indies  can  derive 
substantial  benefit,  as  a  surtax  will  still  be  imposed  equally 
on  Colonial  and  foreign  spirit." 

Medical  Officers  and  Appliances. 
A  return  was  moved  for  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Thursday  by  Mr.  Charles  Douglas,  showing  for  each  parish 
in  Scotland  as  at  December  1,  1902,  the  salaries  and  fee 
paid  to  outdoor  medical  officers  under  the  Poor  Law, 
Lunacy,  and  Vaccination  Acts,  and  the  arrangements  made 
by  the  parish  council  for  supplying  medicines  and  medical 
appliances  to  poor  persons. 

Disinfecting  Chambers. 
The  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
is  to  be  asked  by  Mr.  Donal  Sullivan  ' '  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  now  state  that  the  disinfecting 
chamber  erected  in  1895  in  the  Athlone  workhouse,  under 
the  system  known  as  Dr.  Scott's  Patent  Hot-air  Disinfect- 
ing Chamber,  and  approved  by  the  Board,  is  useless;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  amount  of  the  loan,  175/.,  was 
then  granted  by  the  Board  for  this  purpose,  he  will  ex- 
plain why  the  Board  sanctioned  the  loan." 

Ingredients  of  Beer. 
Dr.  Hutchinson  intends  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  Monday  next  whether  he  can  state  the 
results  of  the  analyses  made  by  the  officials  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  during  the  two  years  ending  April  30,  1905,  of 
all  the  ingredients  used  in  the  manufacture  of  beer,  includ- 
ing regenerators  and  yeast  foods,  and  whether  the  Inland 
Revenue  officers  have  full  knowledge  of  all  the  substances 
used  by  brewers  in  the  manufacture  of  beer;  and  whether 
he  will  state  what  penalties,  if  any,  there  are  against  the 
brewer  for  not  making  a  full  return  of  all  the  materials 
he  uses.  On  the  same  day  Dr.  Hutchinson  intends  to 
move  for  a  return  of  the  materials  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  beer  in  respect  of  which  a  caution  as  to  their  use 
has  been  issued;  also  a  list  of  those  materials  whose  em- 
ployment has  been  forbidden. 

Licensing  Medical  Officials. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Wallace  regarding  Section  55  of  the 
Licensing  (Scotland)  Act,  1903,  Mr.  Scott  Dickson,  the 
Lord  Advocate,  states  that  he  will  not  give  instructions  to 
the  procurators-fiscal  that,  for  the  purposes  of  this  section, 
any  registered  medical  practitioner  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
medical  official. 

Mr.  Arnold  Forster  has  informed  Mr.  Thompson  that  the 
question  of  forming  a  reserve  of  civilian  surgeons  in  con- 
nection with  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  is  receiving 
consideration. 


Oxygen-cylinder  Explodes. — A  shocking  explosion 
took  place  at  Winterthur,  near  Zurich,  on  April  29,  in 
the  physics  section  of  the  Cantonal  Technical  Schools. 
As  an  attendant  was  unpacking  oxygen-cylinders  for  a 
lecture  with  lantern-slides  one  of  the  cylinders  burst,  and 
the  man's  body  was  blown  to  pieces,  while  a  number  of 
pupils  in  a  neighbouring  classroom  were  seriously  injured. 
The  instruments  in  the  laboratory,  to  the  value  of  some 
400/.  or  500/  ,  were  entirely  destroyed. 
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"EMan>"  postcaro  Competition. 


Colonial  and  Foeeign  Section. 

THE  annual  ingathering  of  the  shoals  of  orange-coloured 
postcards  from  all  parts  of  the  civilised,  and  some 
portions  of  the  uncivilised,  world  is  the  joy  of  the  office 
philatelists.  This  year  captures  have  been  made  of  several 
new,  or  rare,  specimens  of  philately,  as  each  year  brings 
with  it  its  quota  of  new  competitors.  The  Australasian 
colonies  alone  provide  a  valuable  and  brilliant  collection, 
and  when  supplemented  by  innumerable  Italian,  Portu- 
guese, French,  German,  Dutch,  Egyptian,  the  Indies  (East 
and  West),  African  and  American  varieties,  a  rich 
harvest  is  secured.  On  analysing  the  answers  on  the  post- 
cards we  find  that,  singularly  enough,  our  colonial  and 
foreign  friends  agree  on  all  points  but  one  with  their 
confreres  at  home  as  to  the  answers  to  be  given  to  our 
queries  concerning  Diary  advertisements.  The  advertise- 
ment considered  to  be  (1)  "The  best,"  (3)  "most  useful," 
and  (4)  "calculated  to  sell  most  goods"  is  that  of 
the  Vinolia  Co.,  Ltd.  (0.  <L-  D.  Diary,  pages  241-272).  So 
said  the  home  competitors,  and  in  like  manner  Home  and 
Abroad  agreed  that  (2)  "the  highest  artistic  conception" 
is  shown  in  the  "  Vibrona  "  advertisements  (pages  23  and  24) 
of  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  that  (5)  Dr. 
Horsey's  Oriental  Fibre  Toothbrush  (p.  99)  is  "  the  novelty 
advertised  which  should  be  most  popular."  But  "  Scott's 
Emulsion"  is  the  article  which  the  majority  of  our  foreign 
and  colonial  subscribers  would  like  to  see  advertised  in  the 
Diary.  A  great  many  would  like  to  see  Frederick  Stearns 
■&  Co.'s  preparations,  while  others  want  Odol,  Colgate's 
preparations,  Kutnow's  powder,  H.  K.  Mumford  Co.'s 
specialities,  May,  Eoberts  &  Co.,  Roger  &  Gallet,  Kodak, 
Ltd.,  Eno's  Fruit  Salt,  Elliott  Bros,  (of  Brisbane),  and  Dr. 
Kilmer  &  Co.  (of  Binghampton,  New  York  City,  U.S.A.). 
Quite  a  number  express  a  desire  to  see  "  My  own  "  prepara- 
tions advertised,  and  doubtless  our  publisher  will  be  pleased 
to  accommodate  them.  Several  tell  us  that  "  All  the  goods 
I  like  are  advertised,"  and  a  Tasmanian  confesses  "  This 
beats  me,  it  so  well  represents  advertisers  for  chemists." 

None  of  the  competitors  guessed  all  six  questions  cor- 
rectly ;  none  even  guessed  five  right,  but  the  following  eight 
gave  correct  places  to  four  advertisers,  and  to  each  we  have 
sent  5s.  : 

Mr.  Thorvald  Isdahl,  Bergen,  Norway. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hustler,  Unley  Road,  New  Parkside,  S.  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Kirkby,  Rotorua,  New  Zealand. 

Messrs.  C.  A.  Rowlands  &  Co.,  Trincomalee  Street, 
Kandy,  Ceylon. 

Mr.  Thomas  Russell,  Upper  Symonds  Street,  Auckland, 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  John  P.  Green,  c/o  Lennon  Ltd.,  Port  Elizabeth, 
Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  Ernest  M.  Mellor,  c/o  Mr.  Squire,  English  Phar- 
macy, San  Remo. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Dodds,  Akaroa,  New  Zealand. 

Appreciations. 

We  have  only  space  to  print  a  few  of  the  many  apprecia- 
tions (Postcard  B)  from  foreign  and  colonial  sources  : 
Success  requires  not  something  new 
To  win  applause  and  recognition, 
But  doing  that  which  others  do 

Beyond  their  range  of  competition. 
From  Frederic  John  Lavasour  Guy,  Kwala  Lumpur, 
Selangor,  Federated  Malay  States. 

Many  shall  run  to  and  fro  and  knowledge  shall  be  in- 
creased.— R.  B.  Hamer,  c/o  S.  A.  Keogh,  The  Pharmacy, 
Mussoorie,  U.P.,  India. 

It  is  a  complete  index  of  advertisement.  It  is  the  true 
unrivalled  Diary.  The  more  you  read  it,  the  more  new 
things  you  see.  If  you  advertise  in  it  you  will  sell  your 
goods. — Hanna  M.  Rizk,  Pharm.  M.,  Ismailia  Pharmacy, 
Cairo. 

Anent  your  kind  inquiry 
About  your  useful  Diary. 

Like  Naples  Bay,  I  can  but  say 
Its  C.  &  D.  ("  see  and  dee  ")  the  Diary. 

Alex.  N.  Puttmann,  Albury,  N.S.W. 


The  greatest  help  to  business  men,  with  "  ads"  from  far  and 
near ; 

Assisting  "tips,"  in  many  ways,  to  those  who  are  "alive," 
A  credit  to  the  Editor,  the  book  we  get  each  year ; 

It's  better  still,  the  Diary  for  year  one  nine  nought  five. 
J.  W.  Case,  chemist,  140  Wickham  Street, 
Brisbane,  Queensland. 

"  My  natural  instinct  teaches  me 
(And  instinct  is  important,  O  !) 
You're  everything  you  ought  to  be. 
And  nothing  that  you  oughtn't,  O  !  " 

(Princess  Ida.) 

G.  S.  Wilkins,  Selukwe,  Rhodesia,  South  Africa. 

No  up-to-date  "  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  should  be  without 
it,  as  it  is  a  "  friend  indeed." — Albert  J.  Salmon,  Lucea, 
Hanover,  Jamaica,  B.W.I. 

Indispensable.  A  link  with  home  that  keeps  one  in  touch 
with  the  latest  in  trade. — G.  Smith  Houghton,  69  De  Beers 
Road,  Kimberley,  South  Africa. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1905,  is  a  mirror  that 
reflects  a  world  of  useful  information. — Jehanghir  F.  Madon, 
c/o  Messrs.  F.  S.  Madon  &  Co.,  170  Shark  Memon  Street, 
Bombay. 

Yet  still  for  ten  shillings,  almost  a  gift  free, 

Arrives  in  December  the  book  dear  to  me 

As  guide  to  the  buying,  blotter,  teacher,  and  friend, 

A  "  Who's  Who  "  to  the  drug-trade,  to  be  kept  to  the  end 

Of  the  year,  when  with  sorrow  combined  with  delight 

It's  exchanged  for  a  better  that's  just  come  in  sight. 

R.  G.  Eacott,  c/o  Luigi  Gentill,  The  Pharmacy,  Alassio, 
Genoa,  Italy. 

The  G.  <£•  D.  Diary,  1905,  is  clear,  clean,  and  up-to-date. 
And  all  who  study  it  with  clean  hands,  clear  conscience,  and 
up-to-date  methods,  need  never  fear  competition  or  the  irony 
of  fate. — Thos.  J.  Brickhill,  Estcourt,  Natal. 

"  More  is  got  from  one  book  on  which  the  thought  settles 
for  a  definite  end  in  knowledge,  than  from  libraries  skimmed 
over  by  a  wandering  eye"  (Bulwer  Lyttin). — F.  T.  Smale, 
Darjeeling,  India. 

A  gold  mine  of  information  and,  best  of  all,  to  be  con- 
tinued.— E.  J.  Burt,  Palmerston  North,  New  Zealand. 

As  an  American  I  say  your  Druggists'  Diary  is  O.K. — 
Frederick  George  Earl,  estate  of  Wm.  Burn,  154  Ninth 
Avenue,  New  York. 

Amicus  humani  generis. — N.  Smith,  c/o  Rose,  chemist, 
Mackay,  Queensland,  Australia. 

Increasingly  a  necessary  book,  a  veritable  vade-mecum  of 
useful  knowledge  and  general  information  which  no  other 
paper  commands.  Indispensable  to  every  business  chemist. 
The  collection  of  pharmaceutical  formulas  (p.  518-525)  is  very 
remarkable  and  of  the  greatest  value  to  any  chemist.  I  spend 
no  money  so  wisely. — Dr.  Salvatore  Gulli,  Ph.C.,  Reggio, 
Calabria,  Italy. 

The  man  who  is  not  interested  in  the  Chemists'  <£•  Druggists' 
Diary,  1905,  is  neither  a  chemist  nor  a  druggist — that's 
certain — Alex.  Steeds,  c/o  W.  R.  Cooke  &  Son,  Christchurch, 
New  Zealand. 

The  Chemists'  <£•  Druggists'  Diary,  1905.  is  "a  friend  in 
need,  therefore  it  is  a  friend  indeed." — Jose  Maria  dos  Santos 
Pereira,  Estremoz,  Portugal. 

The  Chemists'  <£•  Druggists'  Diary  is  invaluable,  and  should 
be  on  every  dispenser's  counter.  This  sheet  is  not  large 
enough  to  express  its  _  worth.  Should  you  like  my  full 
opinion  I  will  forward  it  to  you  on  foolscap. — Fred.  A"  Neil- 
son,  c/o  H.  W.  Scott,  chemist,  Palmerston  North,  Welling- 
ton, New  Zealand. 

There  is  no  better  trade  journal  in  any  land  than  the 
C.  &  D.  Being  well  acquainted  with  German,  French,  and 
other  Fachzeitungen  I  can  boldly  declare  that  the  C.  &  D. 
surpasses  them  all.  May  it  go  an  spreading  knowledge. — 
E.  Jandre,  Cologne,  Rhine. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  Encyclopoedia  Britannica  is  the 
C.  cfc  D.'s  Diary  to  chemists  and  druggists  all  over  the  world, 
which,  being  an  annual  publication,  is  always  up  to  date. — 
K.  H.  Blogg,  24-38  Spencer  Street,  Melbourne. 

We  award  5s.  each  to  Mr.  F.  J.  V.  Guy  for  his  clever 
verse,  to  Mr.  G.  S.  Wilkins  for  his  pat  quotation,  and  to 
Mr.  J.  F.  Madon  for  his  example  of  apt  Oriental  imagery. 
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Arbeiten  aus  dem  Pliarmazeutischcn  Institut  der  Universi- 
tdt  Berlin.    [Investigations  conducted  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Institute  of  the  University  of  Berlin.]  Edited 
by  Professor  H.  Thoms,  Director  of  the  Institute. 
Vol.  II.    Pp.  xii+391.    Berlin,  1905  :  Julius  Springer. 
Notwithstanding  the  variety  and  extent  of  scientific 
publications  of  the  present  day,  this  volume  of  collective 
investigations  is  somewhat  unique  in  its  subject-matter,  and 
presents  several  features  which  merit  consideration.    It  is 
an  exposition  of  the  work  accomplished  during  a  single  year 
(1904)  by  an  institution  devoted  solely  to  instruction  in  the 
sciences  pertaining  to  pharmacy,  and  the  character  and  range 
of  the  investigations  which  have  been  brought  together 
afford  most  gratifying  evidence  of  the  importance  which 
may  still  be  attached  to  a  pharmaceutical  institute,  under 
capable  direction,  as  a  factor  in  scientific  or  technical  educa- 
tion.   The  excellence  and  completeness  of  the  equipment 
of  the  new  Pharmaceutical  Institute  of  the  University  of 
Berlin  have  already  been  noted  in  this  journal  (August  1, 
1903,  p.  224),  and  the  conviction  which  was  then  expressed, 
that  it  was  destined  to  occupy  an  important  position  as  a 
centre  for  pharmaceutical  education,  has  evidently  been 
fully  justified  by  its  subsequent  development. 

In  the  preface  to  this  second  volume  of  investigations  the 
Director  of  the  Institute,  Professor  Thoms,  records  the  fact 
that  during  the  year  1904  there  was  a  very  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  students,  for  while  in  the  summer 
semester  of  that  year  there  were  109  engaged  in  work  in  the 
various  laboratories,  in  the  winter  semester  of  1904-5  the 
number  increased  to  180.  This  increase  was,,  however, 
partially  attributable  to  the  favourable  conditions  of  a  new 
decree  regulating  the  respective  periods  of  apprenticeship 
and  academic  study,  whereby  instead  of  the  former  require- 
ment of  a  three  years'  apprenticeship,  followed  by  three 
semesters  at  a  university,  those  having  a  proper  preliminary 
education  are  now,  after  one  year  of  apprenticeship,  per- 
mitted to  pursue  a  course  of  pharmaceutical  study  extending 
through  four  semesters.  The  schedule  of  studies  which  has 
been  formulated  to  meet  these  new  conditions  is  evidently  a 
very  thorough  and  practical  one.  It  is  also  noted  by  the 
Director  that  he  has  been  especially  desirous  of  showing  to 
what  extent  the  problems  of  applied  chemistry  could  be 
made  the  subject  of  scientific  investigation  in  a  pharmaceu- 
tical laboratory,  by  taking  into  consideration  their  practical 
requirements.  In  this  endeavour  he  has  elicited  the  active 
interest  of  the  students,  with  the  hope  that  by  their  partici- 
pation, within  certain  limits,  in  such  investigations  they 
would,  after  the  completion  of  their  course  of  training  at  the 
Institute,  return  to  their  professional  duties  stimulated  to 
more  active  scientific  work  within  the  domain  of  pharmacy. 

Further  scope  for  the  activity  of  the  Institute  has  been 
afforded  by  an  arrangement  with  the  German  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  whereby,  through  the  pecuniary  assistance 
rendered  by  the  latter,  a  special  assistant  has  been  engaged 
for  the  examination  of  new  medicinal  remedies,  specialities, 
and  secret  preparations.  The  results  of  much  of  this  work 
have  previously  been  published,  and  are  also  included  in 
the  present  volume.  As  the  purpose,  apparently,  of  this 
undertaking  is  to  afford  accurate  information  respecting  the 
character  of  the  large  class  of  protected  or  proprietary 
articles  which  the  pharmacist  is  called  upon  to  dispense,  and 
to  enable  him  to  discriminate  between  those  of  genuine 
merit  and  such  as  are  of  unwarranted  pretensions  or  harm- 
ful in  their  nature,  the  control  which  is  exercised  in  this 
direction  must  be  regarded  as  an  important  public  service. 
The  contents  of  the  present  volume  are  divided  into  five 
sections,  in  accordance  with  the  following  classification  : 
I.  Synthetic  inorganic  and  organic  investigations. 
II.  Botanical  and  conjoint  chemical  and  pharmacognosti- 
cal  investigations. 

III.  Publications  of  the  department  for  the  examination  of 

now  remedies,  specialities,  and  secret  preparations. 

IV.  Publications  of  the  department  for  the  examination 

of  foodstuffs,  and  technical  and  Colonial  products. 
V.  Official  reports. 

Although  all  the  papers  included  under  the  above  headings 
appear  to  have  previously  been  published,  their  varied 
character  and  interest,  together  with  the  fact  that  the 


periodicals  in  which  they  originally  appeared  may  not 
always  be  accessible,  amply  justifies  their  issue  collectively, 
in  a  form  suitable  for  permanent  preservation  and  con- 
venient reference.  It  would  not  be  expedient  in  this  place 
to  either  enumerate  or  to  attempt  a  critical  review  of  the 
individual  papers  contained  in  this  volume,  but  it  may  truly 
be  said  that  they  present  a  worthy  record  of  scientific  en- 
deavour in  a  field  whose  resources  have  by  no  means  as  yet 
been  exhausted,  and  which  may  still  be  successfully  culti- 
vated by  the  properly  trained  pharmacist.  The  appearance 
of  such  a  work  should,  moreover,  be  heartily  welcomed  if  it 
served  no  other  purpose  than  to  give  an  impetus  to  the  spirit 
of  research,  and  to  demonstrate  its  applicability  to  the  varied 
interests  of  mankind.  It  certainly  contains  much  that  is 
suggestive,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  especially  use- 
ful to  those  engaged  in  the  responsible  duties  of  pharmaceu- 
tical education.  While  congratulating  the  Director  and 
staff  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Institute  of  the  University  of 
Berlin  upon  their  present  achievements,  the  hope  may  be 
entertained  that  an  abundant  measure  of  encouragement  and 
success  may  attend  their  further  efforts  for  the  promotion 
of  scientific  pharmacy. — F.  B.  Power. 


Iflew  Books. 

These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  can  be  supplied,  at  the  published 
price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  application  iwith  remittance) 
to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

Allbutt,  T.  C.  Historical  Relations  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  to  end  of  16th  Century.  7£x4|.  Pp.  142.  2s.  M. 
net.  (Macmillan.) 

Annual  Re-ports  on  the  Progress  of  Chemistry  for  1901,. 
Vol.  1.  Ed.  by  G.  T.  Morgan.  Or.  8vo.  4s.  6(7.  net. 
(Gurney  &  J.) 

Archer,  A.  H.  Practical  Veterinary  Advice  for  Stock- 
owners.   3rd  edit.   Cr.  8vo.   ls.6d.net.  (Vinton.) 

Bausor,  H.  W-  Scholarship  Elementary  Science  Chemis- 
try for  Section  2.    Cr.  8vo.   Pp.  146.    Is.  6c?.  (Clive.) 

Burnett,  F.  M.  Simplest  Cure.  Suggestions  for  a  Rational 
View  of  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Disease.  7gx5.  Pp.76. 
2s.  net.    (Lawrence  &  B.) 

Craig,  M.  Psychological  Medicine.  Manual  on  Mental 
Diseases  for  Practitioners  and  Students.  9x5f.  Pp.  458. 
12s.  6c?.  net.  (Churchill.) 

Hasluck,  P.  N.  Painters'  Oils,  Colours,  and  Varnishes. 
7±x4£.  Pp.  160.   2s.  (Cassell.) 

Hunnings,  A.  Ratepayers'  Guide  to  the  Quinquennial 
Valuation.  7|x4|.  Pp.  43.  Is.  net.  (Effingham  Wilson, 
54  Threadneedle  Street,  E.C.)  [Many  chemists  are  in  doubt 
as  to  the  correct  amount  their  premises  should  be  assessed  at 
for  poor-rate,  and  as  this  is  the  year  in  which  the  quinpuennial 
valuation  is  being  made  it  is  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
going  into  the  question.  Mr.  Hunnings  states  very  clearly 
the  methods  by  which  assessment  is  arrived  at,  and  what  steps 
can  be  taken  to  obtain  correct  assessment  if  it  is  unjust.] 

Hyde,  J.  N.  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 
7th  edit.   Roy.  8vo.   25s.  net.    (H.  Kimpton.) 

Lachman,  A.  Spirit  of  Organic  Chemistry.  New  edit. 
Cr.  8vo.   6s.  bd.  net.  (Macmillan.) 

Mineral  Resources  of  the  United  Slates,  1903 '  (U.S.  Geologi- 
cal Survey).  6x9^.  Pp.  1204.  (Washington,  Government 
Printing  Office.) 

Pearce,  J.  The  Merchant's  Clerk;  an  Exposition  of  the 
Laws  and  Customs  regulating  the  Operations  of  the  Counting- 
house.  26th  edit.  16mo.  4£x6f.  Pp.  123.  2s.  (Effindiam 
Wilson.) 

Scoville,  W.  L.  The  Art  of  Compounding :  A  Text-book 
for  Students  and  a  Reference-book  for  Pharmacists  at  the 
Prescription-counter.  3rd  edit.  9£x6L  Pp.  337.  (King  & 
Son,  12  Albert  Street,  Manchester.) 

Wright,  G.  A.,  and  Preston,  C.  H.  Handbook  of  Surgical 
Anatomy.  2nd  edit.  7|x5.  Pp.224.  4s.  6c?.  net.  (Sherratt 
&  H.) 


Hard  Paint  Brushes. — A  provincial  paper  publishes  the 
following  original  idea  in  reply  to  a  query:  "Why  let  them 
get  hard,  when  cleaning  them  after  use  and  then  keeping 
them  in  a  pot  of  water  (the  top  covered  with  a  little  glycerin 
to  prevent  evaporation  of  the  water)  would  preserve  them  ? 
But  as  they  are  hard,  you  can  make  them  fit  for  use  by 
soaking  them  in  raw,  linseed  oil  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
then  rinsing  them  in  hot  turpentine.  Take  care  you  don't 
set  the  house  on  fire  in  making  the  turps  hot." 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. -Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Sale  of  Liebig's  Wine. 
Sir,— Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  report  of  this 
case  in  your  issue  of  May  13,  and  we  shall  be  glad  if  you  will 
allow  us  to  state  that  the  company  therein  mentioned  has  no 
connection  with  the  undersigned,  who  are  the  original 
Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  manufacturers  of 
the  well-known  Liebig  "Co.'s"  Extract. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.,  Ltd. 
4  Lloyd's  Avenue,  London,  E.C.,  May  16. 

Who  is  the  Man  who  Pays  the  Piper? 
Sir, — If  "One  of  the  Tribe  of  Jesse"  (who  I  vouch 
is  neither  a  M.P.S.  or  a  member  of  a  Local  Association, 
or  a  subscriber  to  the  P.A.T.A.)  would  only  take  the 
advice  of  a  late  member  of  the  Council  (Mr.  John  Taylor, 
Bolton),  which  was  "that  instead  of  sitting  outside  the 
ring,  grumbling  and  criticising,  but  take  his  coat  off  and 
do  his  little  bit,"  he  would  be  more  than  satisfied.  If, 
then,  he  does  not  like  the  Council  he  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  trying  to  alter  it.  He  reminds  me 
of  a  man  in  business  in  our  city,  who  does  not  support 
any  of  the  three  Societies,  but  still  he  expects  to  be 
obliged  with  stock  from  his  neighbours,  pocket  all  the 
extra  profit  the  P.A.T.A.  has  given  him,  look  for  the 
lccal  secretary  to  protect  his  interests  by  stopping  illegal 
competition,  and  yet  when  called  upon  to  subscribe  he 
says  ' '  What  has  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ever  done 
for  me  ?  "  Let  every  qualified  man  join  the  Mother  Society, 
and  where  is  there  a  trade  union  in  the  whole  world  that 
could  compare  with  us  for  strength?  Even  if  our  friend 
does  not  care  to  be  in  business  for  himself,  why  should 
he  not  be  having  his  51.  per  week  from  a  company? 
If  we  were  all  united  he  could  not  only  demand,  but 
obtain  it,  and  the  whole  of  the  electorate  would  see  that 
the  right  men  were  on  the  Council,  and  who  could  per- 
haps, be  able  to  buy  a  New  Bucket.  In  the  meantime,  the 
man  who  pays  the  piper  calls  the  tune. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Sheffield,  May  13.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson. 

P.A.T.A. 

Sir, — Whilst  recognising  to  the  full  the  benefit  that 
has  been  derived  by  the  trade  as  a  whole  by  the  protection 
of  prices  of  patent  and  proprietary  medicines,  the  scheme 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  go  to  the  root  of  the  evil  from 
which  we  suffer.  My  complaint  is  that  whilst  proprie- 
taries are  sold  at  catalogue  prices,  other  commodities — 
viz.,  those  on  which  one  expects  to  get  a  reasonable  profit — 
are  cut  to  the  lowest  possible  figure.  Only  a  few  days  ago 
I  was  reported  to  headquarters  for  selling  a  tube  of 
seccotine  for  4±d.,  and  in  due  course  received  a  letter 
calling  my  attention  to  the  fact  and  asking  for  an  assurance 
that  in  future  it  should  be  sold  at  5d.  I  agreed,  as  on 
turning  up  a  list  I  found  it  has  recently  been  placed  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  list — so  far  as  chemists  are  concerned  only,  for, 
happening  to  be  in  Clerkenwell  Road  a  day  or  two  since, 
]  saw  dozens  marked  up  at  4^rf.  per  tube.  Now,  sir,  while 
a  busy  neighbour  reported  me  for  this  grave  offence,  would 
you  believe  that  this  champion  of  fair  prices  is  selling 
drugs,  etc.,  at  absurd  rates?  I  give  a  few  as  examples  : 
Methylated  spirit  4^7.  per  pint,  borax  2±d.  per  lb.,  castor 
oil  ;L-lb.  bottles  Z^d.,  lint  at  about  Is.  6d.,  and  scores  of 
oiner  things  at  similar  figures.  This  seems  the  direction 
in  which  we  want  to  be  a  bit  consistent,  for  surely  this  is 
a  worse  form  of  cutting  than  selling  a  5d.  bottle  of 
seccotine  for  4^/.  There  seems  no  cohesion — to  say  nothing 
of  brotherly  love — among  chemists,   and  all  the  trade 


societies  in  existence  at  the  present  time  so  far  have 
failed  to  bring  about  a  principle  of  "live  and  let  live." 

Yours  truly, 

New  Brompton,  May  15.  H.  J.  Willis. 

National  Wholesale  Co-operative  Chemists'  Association. 

Sir, — The  letters  appearing  in  this  and  previous  issues 
of  the  C.  <£■  D.  have  set  me  wondering.  Is  it  actually 
possible  that  chemists  are  beginning  to  wake  up,  and 
realise  things,  so  to  write?  When  I  formulated  a  scheme 
having  this  object  in  view,  and  circularised  the  trade, 
ali  on  my  own,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  I  had  the  supreme 
satisfaction  of  receiving  one  lonesome  reply,  and  that  not 
in  favour.  A  copy  of  this  reply  I  enclose.  And  to  think, 
after  all  these  years,  there  is  someone  asking,  publicly, 
for  the  formation  of  such  an  association  is  simply 
paralysing  !  True  it  is,  one  never  knows,  but  we  do  seem 
to  move  sometimes,  however.  I  am  "  nobbut  a  lad  yet," 
and  I  may  have  the  luck  to  see  this  thing  carried  through 
successfully. 

But  may  I  ask  what  is  the  matter  with  "  Midland 
Chemist"?  Has  he  not  a  name?  Noms  de  plume  are  no 
use  for  this  kind  of  thing.  The  men  who  take  this  matter 
in  hand  will  have  to  be  ready  to  come  out  in  the  open, 
whoever  they  may  be.  I  am  sure  "  M.  C."  will  pardon  me 
alluding  to  this.  As  regards  the  attempt  made  by  Mr. 
Miller  last  year,  I  was  heartily  sorry  to  see  it  had  to  be 
dropped  ;  he  has  my  sympathy.  I  know  he  did  all  that 
one  man  might  do  and  more.  As  to  Mr.  Miller's  diffi- 
culty (.?),  of  which  he  seems  to  be  afraid  (viz.,  organisa- 
tion)— tut,  tut!  are  there  not  men  :  men  of  parts  in  the 
trade  ? 

I  note  Mr.  Miller  offers  to  place  his  experience  at  the  dis- 
posal of  "  M,  C."  If  "  M.  C."  means  business  he  can  have 
the  opportunity  of  going  into  another  scheme  that  has  been 
lying  cut  and  dried  any  time  the  last  fifteen  years.  That 
makes  two  offers.  A  lot  of  water  has  run  clown  hill  since 
time  hammered  the  subject  out,  and,  needless  to  say,  I 
could  offer  more  advanced  proposals,  but  that  I  know  the 
bulk  of  the  trade  would  not  consider  them.  Time  enough 
for  these  in,  say,  another  fifteen  years.  Meanwhile  I  con- 
sider the  scheme  offered  by  Mr.  Miller,  or  my  own,  quite 
good  enough  to  go  on  with.  Certainly  if  chemists  but  grasped 
the  possibilities  the  thing  would  be  taken  in  hand  at 
once.  Plainly  put,  the  chemist,  individually,  is  fighting 
a  losing  battle — giving  weight  away  to  unqualified  com- 
pany opposition.  LTnite'd,  chemists  as  a  body  hold  the 
whip  hand,  from  a  business  point  of  view,  every  time. 

Incidentally,  I  have  come  across  talk  of  other  company 
opposition,  beside  which  the  present  opposition  would 
appear  but  as  a  fleabite.  and  this  in  the  mouths  of  men 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  things,  so  it  appears  there 
is  a  probability  of  a  harder  nut  to  be  cracked,  and  I  am 
hoping  chemists  as  a  body  will .  see  to  having  the  nut- 
cracker in  working  order. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  Haddock. 

Birkby,  Huddersfield,  May  15. 

Boots'  Arithmetic  Problems. 

Sir, — I  have  been  making  a  few  more  calculations  in  reply 
to  the  1,000.000/.  advertisement.  Mr.  Boot  advertises  that 
he  has  4.000  employes  and  326  shops — in  other  words, 
twelve  to  every  shop ;  this,  I  presume,  includes  warehouse- 
staff,  men  and  girls  and  boys,  managers,  inspectors,  clerks, 
assistants,  etc.  Now,  sir,  supposing  the  average  salary  to 
be  25,?.  per  week,  that  means  15/.  wages  per  week,  or  750?. 
per  annum  is  the  amount  of  profit  to  come  from  each  shop 
to  pay  the  cost  of  labour.  The  next  most  expensive  drain 
on  the  profits  I  take  to  be  the  interest  to  shareholders.  I 
estimate  this  at  350/.  for  each  shop.  Mr.  Boot  usually  selects 
the  best  positions  in  a  town,  so  I  suggest  200/.  as  an  average 
shop-rental,  though  I  am  told  some  run  up  to  about  1,000/., 
while  others  will  be  much  less  than  200/.  I  append  a  list  of 
suggested  average  expenses  for  each  shop  : 


Labour   £750 

Interest       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  350 

Rent  ...      ....    ...      ...  200 

Rates  and  taxes   65 

Light  and  heat     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  45 


£1,410 

Advertising,  rail-expenses,   vans  and   horses,  stationery, 
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reserve-fund,  income-tax,  wear  and  tear  and  various  other 
items  might  be  added,  but  I  have  given  enough  to  show  that 
a  huge  profit  has  to  be  made  in  each  shop  before  it  can  be 
classed  as  a  dividend-payer  to  the  company.  Have  not  drug- 
companies  been  telling  us  for  years  of  the  greed  and  plunder 
of  the  ordinary  retail  chemist  and  of  their  own  benefactions 
for  the  welfare  of  the  public?  I  ask  then  if  every  shop  does 
not  make  a  tremendous  profit,  how  can  company  pharmacy 
be  such  a  financial  success  that  we  are  told  to  believe  it  is  ? 
We  constantly  hear  that  it  is  the  large  turnover  and  small 
profits  that  do  the  trick.  Let  us  take  10  per  cent,  as  the 
average  all-round  profit,  then  to  make  1,400/.  profit  in  each 
shop  it  needs  a  turnover  of  14,000/.  per  annum,  which  means 
270/.  per  week,  or  45/.  per  day.  Is  it  done,  sir?  If  not, 
what  is  done,  and  what  is  the  percentage  of  profit  ?  Mr. 
Boot  seems  to  know  all  about  the  big  profits  made  in  the 
•out-of-date  chemists'  shops.  Why  doesn't  he  furnish  us  with 
details  of  how  the  up-to-date  shops  can  make  sufficient 
profit  to  pay  their  huge  expenses  and  at  the  same  time 
present  their  customers  with  1,000,000/.  per  annum? 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Inquirer.  (216/53.) 

Valuation  of  Lemon  Oil. 

Mr.  Herbert  Hardy,  in  the  course  of  some  observations 
on  Dr.  Berte's  paper  (C.  <£•  D.,  April  29),  says  in  regard 
to  the  use  of  the  minute  sign  over  figures  greater  than 
60',  that  the  original  (Italian)  had  given  the  rotations 
in  the  French  (centesimal)  method,  which  divides  the 
circle  into  100  "grades,"  the  grade  into  100  minutes  (l); 
and  the  minute  into  100  seconds  (")  ;  except  that  in  such 
case  66  would  not  represent  the  rotation  of  lemon  terpenes ; 
as  mentioned  in  connection  with  Table  III.  Have  the 
Italians,  he  asks,  adopted  a  compromise  between  the  two 
methods,  and  used  360°  to  the  circle,  while  dividing  the 
degree  into  100  parts?  In  this  case,  however,  one  would 
expect  to  see  the  minute  dash  sloped  thus  '  as  in  the 
centesimal  method.  Anyhow  the  fractions  of  degrees  in  the 
translated  article  must  be  centesimal  if  the  figures  are  not 
misprints  or  clerical  errors.  [The  figures  are  printed  exactly 
as  they  were  in  the  original.]  In  regard  to  the  method 
itself  employed  by  Dr.  Berte,  it  can  only  be  of  value  if  the 
absorption  process  employed  by  him  removes  all  the  citral, 
and  removes  no  optically  active  substances ;  while  if  it 
conforms  to  both  these  requirements,  why  go  further  ? 
Why  not  measure  simply  the  volume  of  the  unabsorbed 
oil  in  the  ordinary  way  ?  Dr.  Berte's  third  table  seems 
on  the  face  of  it  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  his  method,  but 
it  appears  in  a  different  light  if  one  examines  more  closely. 
For  he  has  taken  terpenes  of  +66°  rotation  and  added 
varying  amounts  of  inactive  citral,  and  so  lowered  the 
rotation  pro  rata.  Hence,  if  the  absorption  method  em- 
ployed removes  the  citral  entirely  and  does  not  alter  the 
rotation  of  the  terpenes  (which  are  not  pure  limonene,  as 
this  has  a  rotation  of  104°)  he  must  of  necessity  regain  his 
original  rotation  of  +66°.  Failure  to  do  so  would  con- 
demn the  method ;  success  cannot  establish  it,  but  can  at 
the  best  only  prove  that  the  method  can  remove  pure 
citral  from  lemon  terpenes  without  altering  the  rotation 
of  the  latter. 

Lemon  oil,  however,  is,  unfortunately  for  analysts,  not 
merely  a  mixture  of  citral  and  terpenes.  If  it  were,  its 
analysis  would  be  simple.  Dr.  Berte  finds  6.85  to  7.4  per 
cent,  of  citral  in  lemon  oil,  but  from  my  own  comparison 
of  all  known  methods  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
concordant  results  giving  higher  proportions  than  3  to  4 
per  cent.  Certainly  a  method  much  used  in  Sicily  gives 
7  per  cent,  and  over ;  but  it  is  based  on  the  assumption 
that  16  c.c.  of  an  oil  containing  7.25  per  cent,  citral  will 
exactly  dissolve  0.25  gram  of  salicylic  acid ;  and  the  more 
oil  used  for  solution  the  less  citral  it  contains.  Such  a 
method  could  be  made  to  "prove"  anything.  Has  anyone 
yet  obtained  7  lbs.  pure  citral  from  100  lbs.  lemon  oil 
without  the  verbena  aroma  ?  This  would  mean  the  possi- 
bility of  14  to  15  lbs.  of  concentrated  oil  from  every 
100  lbs.  If  it  be  said  that  the  distillation  method  of  test- 
ing leads  to  decomposition  of  citral  it  has  yet  to  be 
proved  that  more  than  a  slight  trace  is  so  lost ;  and  even 
then  the  distillation  method  would  need  no  apology,  being 
a  scientific  carrying  out  of  the  actual  method  by  which 
concentrated  oil  is  generally  made ;  and  as  such  must  have 


genuine  commercial  value,  which  citral  estimations,  pure 
and  simple,  are  for  the  most  part  sadly  wanting  in. 

Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

Sir, — Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  Council  to  elect  a 
southern  member  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  lamented 
death  of  Professor  Tichborne  ?  As  far  as  I  can  see  there 
are  only  two  representatives  for  the  whole  of  the  South — 
not  by  any  means  a  fair  proportion.  I  have  no  doubt  there 
are  several  who  would  only  be  too  pleased  to  act  if  asked. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Claude.  (222/40.) 
Imported  Liquorice-powder,  &c. 

Sir, — It  is  gratifying  to  read  the  correspondence  on  the 
above  subject  in  your  issue  of  May  13,  and  I  certainly  think 
that  it  is  about  time  to  call  attention  to  the  "  pure  powders  " 
exported,  as  your  correspondents  say,  from  France,  and  not 
only  into  England,  but  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  I  have 
been  in  the  wholesale  drug  business  for  some  forty  years, 
grinding  many  tons  of  powder  during  the  year,  and  although 
I  do  not  expect  anything  more  than  a  fair  profit.  I  have 
always  had  to  battle  against  these  French  powders  "  guaran- 
teed pure."  The  adulteration  is  by  no  means  easy  to  detect, 
and  it  requires  an  expert  eye ;  unless  one  is  used  to  micro- 
scopic work  one  has  difficulty  in  tracing  the  foreign  admix- 
ture, even  if  a  microscope  is  at  hand.  Many  a  time  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  such  "pure  French  powders" 
which  my  customers  sent  me,  stating  that  they  had  bought 
much  below  my  price,  and  although  I  am  quite  familiar  with 
microscopic  work,  I  preferred  to  have  my  observations 
checked  by  an  analyst.  In  the  case  of  liquorice  and  gentian 
powder,  etc.,  an  expert  can  detect  the  adulteration  even 
by  means  of  taste  and  odour,  provided  the  admixture  is 
on  a  large  scale,  and  that  only  would  pay  the  makers.  Not 
much  better  is  my  experience  with  some  French  culinary 
herbs,  like  marjoram,  which  is  often  and  largely  adul- 
terated with  althaea,  mulberry,  elder,  and  other  leaves; 
thyme  often  shows  adulteration  up  to  30  per  cent.,  with 
spent  leaves  which  in  some  cases  are  even  dyed,  as  is  done 
with  Galician  fennel-seed  sometimes.  Here,  too,  an  expert 
is  needed  for  detecting  the  foreign  admixture,  which  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten  accounts  for  the  low  prices  at  which 
this  class  of  goods  is  nowadays  thrown  on  the  market.  The 
quickest  and  only  successful  way  of  stopping  such  rubbish 
being  sold  as  "pure,"  whereby  the  honest  trade  is  ruined, 
would  be  to  have  microscopic  examination  of  such  goods 
carried  out  at  the  Custom  House ;  and  entry  of  all  goods, 
the  examination  of  which  proved  adulteration,  should  not 
only  be  refused,  but  the  goods  should  be  destroyed,  which 
can  easily  be  done  in  a  country  like  England,  where  the  ports 
of  entry  are  not  so  numerous. 

Never  Too  Late  to  Me.xd.  (223/27.) 

Leipzig,  May  16. 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Eighty  Thousand  Shillings  Wanted.— Com  mercial  Travel- 
ler (217/27),  referring  to  the  correspondence  in  this  journal 
regarding  Mr.  Boot's  statements,  says  if  those  letters  could 
bo  published  in  the  London  dailies,  so  that  the  general  public 
could  understand  and  read  the  chemist's  position,  more  good 
would  come  of  it.  At  the  present  the  public  has  had  an  ex- 
cellent tuition  in  the  so-called  unfair  dealing  of  the  individual 
chemist.  "Midland  Chemist"  has  advocated  a  combined 
association  in  somewhat  a  large  way,  the  practicability  of 
which  is  doubtful ;  but  "  C.  T."  proposes  that  each  chemist  m 
business  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  should  subscribe 
Is.  a  week  for,  say,  a  month,  and  all  those  who  are  registered, 
but  not  in  business,  and  who  wish  to  do  the  same,  and  so  help 
the  cause,  should  send  to  us  their  shillings  every  week  (or  in 
one  sum),  and  so  get  about  4,000/.,  which  will  never  be  missed 
by  the  individual  givers,  and  with  this  amount  advertise  in 
the  leading  London  papers  the  chemists'  position  as  regards 
company  pharmacy  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  thereby  give 
the  general  public  an  opportunity  of  reading  both  sides  of 
this  important  question. 


Legal  Queries. 

T.  E.  M.  (217/56).— Neither  of  the  names  is  on  the  Dentists 
Register. 

B.  .4.  (Johannesburg)  (213/1).— The  Oxford  University 
Junior  examination  certificate  will  be  accepted  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  but  you  must  first  pass 
in  French. 
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Mac  (220/56). — The  Apothecaries'  Society  do  not  require 
evidence  of  school  education  from  those  who  enter  for  the 
Assistants'  examination. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


Hardness  (208/5). — Clarke's  Soap  Test  for  determining  the 
hardness  of  water  is  thus  made  :  A  cake  of  Castile  soap  is 
scraped  with  a  knife,  and  4  or  5  grams  of  the  shavings  dis- 
solved in  500  c.c.  of  a  mixture  of  two  volumes  of  methylated 
spirit  and  one  volume  of  distilled  water.  Filter  off  the  in- 
soluble matter  and  dilute  the  soap  solution  with  half  its 
volume  of  water.  A  portion  of  this  solution  is  then  further 
carefully  diluted  until  7  or  8  c.c.  is  required  to  form  a  per- 
manent lather  with  a  mixture  of  25  c.c.  of  standard  calcium 
chloride  solution  (prepared  by  dissolving  0.2  gram  of  Iceland 
spar  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  and  after  driving  off  excess 
of  acid  on  the  water-bath  making  up  to  1,000  c.c.  with  dis- 
tilled water)  and  25  c.c.  of  distilled  water. 

W.  R.  O.  (200/54).— Salt-of-Lemon  Substitute.— Cream  of 
tartar  and  tin  salt  have  been  recommended  in  place  of  salt 
of  lemon,  but  they  are  much  inferior  as  ironmould  removers. 

Metol  (184/25).— Combined  Toning  and  Fixing  Bath. — See 
C.  &•  D.,  April  8,  p.  563.  Concentrated  Developer  (Metol- 
hydroquinone). — See  C.  &  D.,  March  4,  p.  360. 

Fix  (189/47). —  Stockholm  tar,  Archangel  tar,  and  American 
tar  are  all  products  of  wood  distillation,  the  geographical 
designations  indicating  from  whence  the  tars  are  imported. 

Saxin  (188/21). — (1)  The  Combined  Toning  and  Fixing  Bath 
given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  April  8,  p.  563,  keeps  well,  but  not  in- 
definitely. It  is  better,  however,  that  the  bath  should  be 
fairly  freshly  made,  and  for  this  reason  no  more  should  be 
made  at  a  time  than  will  last,  say,  a  month.  (2)  Water- 
softener  : 

Sodium  bicarbonate    2 

Sodium  carbonate,  dried  ...       ...  4 

Water-glass  solution    4 

Mix,  allow  to  stand  twenty-four  hours,  and  powder. 
See  also  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  p.  59,  and  note  that 
sodium  carbonate  in  small  needle-crystals  is  the  favourite 
water  softener  at  the  present  time.   Borax  formerly  held  the 
field. 

Metol  (176/8).— Developer  to  suit  your  label.— The  formula 
given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  March  4,  p.  360. 

O.  JR.  (176/45).— (1)  Coffee  Essence.— See  reply  to 
"  C.  D."  (2)  Baking-powder  Colouring.— You  do  not  state 
what  your  difficulty  is  with  the  saffron  colouring  of  baking- 
powder.  The  fluid  extract  of  saffron  is  triturated  with  the 
inert  ingredient  of  the  baking-powder— rice  starch,  for  in- 
stance— until  homogeneous  and  the  powder  well  dried  before 
mixing  with  the  acid  and  alkali.  Egg-yellow,  which  is  re- 
ferred to  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  as  also  being  used, 
is  made  by  diluting  aniline  orange  (3)  with  powdered  sugar 
or  starch  (47)  or,  better  still,  by  dissolving  the  dye  in  water, 
incorporating  with  the  powder,  and  drying. 

TF.  67.  (176/49).— Egg-preserving.— There  is  no  objection 
to  using  the  same  water-glass  solution  a  second  season  for 
egg-preserving,  but  generally  it  requires  diluting  a  little 
owing  to  evaporation  of  water. 

A.  H.  (170/46).— (1)  Foot-powder  like  your  sample: 


2  parts 
4  parts 


oz. 

.  oz. 


Powdered  boric  acid 
French  chalk  ... 
Mix. 

(2)  Sarsaparilla  Packet  : 
Sarsaparilla 
Sassafras 
Liquorice  root 

Taraxacum  root    i  oz' 

Potassium  bicarbonate    1  dram 

Wild  cherry  bark   \    \  dram 

^S'Lf'™8;  Add  to  these  ingredients  2  quarts  of  cold  water, 
and  let  stand  all  night;  next  day  simmer  down  slowly  for  six 

nnfigi1A,h°T  "I-11  re4UCe-d  to  1  quart;  whe»  cold!  strain. 
Dose  of  the  decoction  :  A  wineglassful. 

^Botanist  (King  William's  Town)  (206/21).  —  Cassell's 
Familiar  W.ld  Flowers,"  by  F.  E.  Hulme.  now  being re- 
published in  parts,  is  the  book  you  require.  It  has  Coloured 
plates,  and  is  reasonable  in  price.  coloured 
B  E.  L  (186/1).—  We  do  not  see  how  you  can  sav  a  for 
mula  1S  '  not  very  satisfactory  "  when  you  have  not  ™  til % 


C.  D.  (208/64).— (1)  Coffee  Essence.— A  good  formula  was; 
given  in  the  C.  cC-  I).,  June  11,  1904,  p.  942.  Here  is  another 
that  has  received  endorsement  in  some  quarters  : 

Mocha  coffee    4ft 

Chicory   2  lb 

These,  freshly  roasted,  are  ground  and  boiled  in  a  closed 
vessel  with  2  gals,  of  water.  When  cold  strain,  press,  make 
up  to  2  gals.,  and  add  : 

Rectified  spirit    8  oz. 

Glycerin    16  oz. 

Syrup  to  make    4  gals. 

(2)  The  explanation  of  the  stamped  and  unstamped  headache- 
powders  is  that  chemists  may  sell  an  entire  drug  unstamped, 
however  recommended.  (3)  We  should  say  the  proprietors 
of  the  pills  you  mention  would  be  able  to  establish  their 
rights  in  common  law,  apart  from  trade-mark  registration. 

F.  B.  (197/16).— Toilet  cream.— See  C.  &  D.,  March  25, 
p.  468. 

/.  W.  H.  (207/15). — Salicylic  Solution  for  uso  by  aerated- 
water  makers  as  a  preservative  and  antiferment. — This  is 
made  as  follows  :  Prepare  a  solution  of  1  oz.  of  sodium  acetate 
and  1  oz.  of  sodium  phosphate  in  a  pint  of  hot  water  ;  when, 
dissolved,  and  still  hot,  add  1  oz.  of  salicylic  acid,  cool,  and 
filter. 

/.  R.  H.  (206/38). — Rheumatism,  especially  where  the  joints 
are  acutely  affected,  must  always  be  regarded  as  serious,  and' 
you  should  consult  a  medical  man.  Diet  in  rheumatism  may 
with  advantage  consist  chiefly  of  milk  or  farinaceous  food,  as 
a  high  proportion  of  nitrogen,  such  as  is  contained  in  meat, 
is  considered  detrimental  to  recovery.  A  dose  of  a  natural 
aperient  water  taken  twice  a  week  in  the  morning  would  be 
beneficial. 

C.  B.  V.  (208/61).— (1)  "  Chinese  Gelatin  "  is  a  synonym  for 
agar-agar.  It  can  be  obtained  from  any  wholesale  house. 
(2)  The  carbolic  tooth-powder  recipe  you  refer  to  is  open  to 
considerable  criticism,  but  you  can  hardly  expect  us  to  take 
the  matter  up.  (3)  Tooth-powders  are  best  sifted  through  the- 
finest  sieves.  The  superiority  of  some  proprietary  tooth- 
powders  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  fineness,  and  con- 
sequent softness,  of  the  powder. 

Pan  (210/12).— Toilet-cream.— The  formula  you  require  was 
given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  March  25,  p.  468. 

R.  T.  (211/58).— Magnesium  Chloride.— From  a  French 
Bource  we  find  that  the  therapeutics  of  this  salt  have  been  in- 
vestigated by  Dr.  Lebert,  who  finds  that  magnesium  chloride 
acts  mildly  as  a  purgative.  On  account  of  its  deliquescence  it 
is  recommended  to  be  dissolved  in  its  own  weight  of  water, 
and  of  the  resulting  solution  an  adult  dose  is  given  as  one 
ounce,  the  dose  for  a  child  of  ten  being  half  an  ounce. 

A.  <£•  .S'.  (213/32). — Sheep-dip  for  Scab.— Specimens  for  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  should  be 
sent  to  the.  Secretary  of  the  Board,  4  Whitehall  Place, 
London,  S.W.    Samples  should  not  weigh  more  than  7  lbs. 

Fraternity  (205/10).— Malt  and  Oil.— The  usual  proportion 
of  cod-liver  oil  is  25  per  cent. 

H.  C.  N.  (202/61). — Whv  should  a  chemist's  junior  assistant 
enter  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps?  If  he  likes  a  bit  of 
soldiering  he  may  do  worse,  but  there  will  be  little  need  for 
his  pharmaceutical  experience  until  he  becomes  a  sergeant. 
A  few  do  well  in  it,  but,  so  far  as  pharmaceutical  experience 
is  concerned,  it  is  as  much  waste  of  time  as  being  a  policeman 
for  a  few  years  before  going  in  for  the  Minor. 

J.  IF.  T.  (177/60). — A  formula  for  a  petroleum  "  snow " 
such  as  your  cstomor  ^..irps  for  the  hair  was  given  in  the 
C.  &  D.,  December  17,  1904,  p.  996. 

R.  McC.  (194/10).— Stokes'  Liniment.— The  following  is  a 
tabulation  of  the  various  formulae  for  this  popular  applica- 
tion : 


Turpentine 

Eggs  (yolk) 

Acet  ic  acid 
Glacial  acetic 

acid 
Rose-water 
Warm  water 
Oil  of  lemon 
Olive  oil  ... 


Ph.F. 


3iss. 
One  3 
Siss. 

ad  Jviij 

ij. 


N.F. 

Ph.H. 

Diete- 
rkh 

Beasley 

Han- 
cock 

Irish 

100c. c. 

(  >hite 
&  volk) 
One 
20  c.c. 

30  grams 
i  One 

00  gr'me 
15  grams 

3".!- 
One 
3v. 

Sii.i- 
One 
Jss. 

jv. 
One 
Sv. 

85  c.c. 
4  c.c. 

5  grams 
50  gramt 

2  grams 

15  grams 
65  grams 
5  grams 

Jiiss. 
mlxxx. 

iii.i. 
5j. 

The  Sale  of  Poisons.— Our  attention  has  been  called  by- 
several  subscribers  to  a  note  in  the  "  British  Journal  of  Photo- 
graphy "  on  the  fallacies  of  poison  scheduling.  The  article 
is  not  worth  wasting  space  on,  as  the  writer  is  apparently 
quite  ignorant  of  the  subject  he  treats  of,  and  bases  his  note& 
on  incorrect  information. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  May  18. 

FEW  fluctuations  have  occurred  in  ckugs  and  chemicals, 
a  quiet  tone  ruling  the  markets.  Makers  of  quinine 
have  further  reduced  their  prices  by  ^d.  per  oz.,  but  there 
is  no  life  in  the  article  at  the  moment.  Kefined  camphor 
is  quiet,  and  a  further  reduction  has  been  made  by  German 
refiners,  who  are  endeavouring  to  "bear"  the  crude 
material.  Japan  wax  is  dearer,  and  higher  prices  are  asked 
for  fenugreek,  cumin,  and  caraway  seeds.  Ipecac,  has 
been  in  more  inquiry  at  the  auction  prices.  Neroli  oil  has 
advanced  owing  to  reports  of  a  short  crop  of  new.  Castor 
oil  and  golden  seal  are  easier.  In  chemicals,  sulphate  of 
copper  is  easier  owing  to  slack  business.  It  is  understood 
that  the  various  combinations  and  agreements  for  regulating 
the  prices  of  alkali,  bleaching-powder,  caustic  soda,  etc., 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  and  interest  is  now 
centred  on  the  prospects  for  1906.  Among  spices,  Jamaica 
ginger  has  had  a  remarkable  advance,  especially  fine 
qualities,  which  are  scarce,  and  among  fixed  oils  American 
turpentine  continues  its  upward  movement;  linseed  and 
rape  oils  are  also  dearer.  The  following  are  the  principal 
alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Fenugreek-seed 
Ginger  (Jam.,) 
Oil,  linseed 
Oil,  neroli 
Rosin 
Thymol 
Turpentine 
WaxJ  Japan) 

Caraway-seed 
Cumin-seed 
Oil,  cotton- 
seed 

Oil,  rape 

Copper  sul- 
phate 
Golden  seal 
Oil,  castor 

Camphor 
(German  ref.) 
Chloroform 
Quinine 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  May  18  : — Japanese  wax  is  dearer  at  97^m. 
per  100  kilos.,  and  86m.  for  forward  delivery.  American 
HGH  peppermint  oil  for  forward  delivery  is  quoted  14£m. 
per  lb. 

New  York,  May  18  :—  The  drug-market  is  quiet.  Opium 
is  weak  and  lower  at  $2.85  per  lb.  for  druggists',  in  case 
lots.  Peppermint  oil  in  bulk  is  also  lower  at  $2.70  per  lb., 
and  menthol  is  dull  and  easier  at  $1.80  per  lb.  Ergot  is 
easy  at  33c,  and  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  weak,  owing  to 
arrivals ;  8c.  per  lb.  will  now  buy.  Domestic  refined  cam- 
phor is  3c.  per  lb.  lower,  at  78c.  in  barrels.  Norwegian  cod- 
liver  oil  is  dull  of  sale  at  $25.00  per  barrel. 

Bergen,  May  17  :— The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norway  since  the  beginning  of  the  season  now  amounts 
to  38,479,000,  against  42,671,000  at  the  corresponding  date 
of  last  year.  The  yield  of  steam-refined  oil  now  amounts 
to  30,501  barrels,  against  12,322  barrels  for  the  same  date  of 
1904.  The  fishing  at  Finmarken  continues  partly  rich  and 
partly  poor,  according  to  district.  The  market  for  finest 
medicinal  cod-liver  oil  is  apparently  firmer  at  67s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 

State  of  Siege  in  Formosa. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  copy  of  a  telegram  from  H.M.  Minister  at  Tokio,  in 
which  he  states  that,  by  a  Japanese  Imperial  Ordinance  pro- 
mulgated on  May  12  it  is  declared  that  the  whole  of  Formosa, 
except  the  Pescadores  and  the  surrounding  sea,  are  deter- 
mined to  be  a  war  zone,  and  that  a  state  of  siege  exists  from 
the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  the  Ordinance. 


Acid,  Acetic,  is  firm  at  40s.  per  cwt.  for  98  per  cent.,  and 
41s.  for  99  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent.  The  present  firmness 
will  in  all  probability  be  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
as  the  American  manufacturers  of  acetate  of  lime  have  sold 
their  output  for  several  months  ahead. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  very  slow  of  sale  at  Is.  2d.  for  English 
and  Is.  lfrf.  for  foreign. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  also  quiet  at  llgrf.  for  English  and 
10|i7.  for  foreign. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  scarce  and  dear  at  21s.  per  cwt., 
but  there  is  very  little  demand.  Good  Levant  can  be 
bought  at  the  same  price,  but  the  sale  is  slow. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  there  was  a  fair  demand  at 
steady  rates,  the  sales  including  475  barrels  good  manufac- 
turing St.  Vincent  at  from  Iff/,  to  ljc/.  per  lb.,  and 
12  half-barrels  Bermuda  at  from  Is.  lid.  to  2s. 

Burdock-root  is  very  scarce  on  this  side,  with  a  little 
obtainable  at  35s.  for  cut. 

Camphor. — With  the  idea  of  endeavouring  to  depress 
the  crude  material,  German  refiners  announce  a  reduction 
to  3s.  OfcZ.  per  lb.  for  bells  in  ton  lots,  but  on  this  side  the 
reduction  almost  passes  unnoticed,  and  has  no  influence  on 
the  market. 

Canary-seed  is  steady  at  from  60s.  to  63s.  for  clean 
River  Plate  and  Turkish,  and  at  from  75s.  to  82s.  6d. 
for  Spanish. 

Caraway-seed. — Dutch  are  dearer  at  25s.  to  26s.  per 
cwt.  for  ordinary  to  good  on  the  spot. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Advices  from  the  producing  centres 
are  to  the  effect  that  considerably  less  bark  will  be  peeled 
this  year,  and  that  the  market  is  improving.  Low  "  bear  " 
offers  from  the  Pacific  Coast  are  still  being  made.  Spot 
prices  are  from  32s.  to  33s.,  and  three-year-old  37s.  6d. 

Chloroform. — Although  no  actual  reduction  in  price  has 
taken  place  as  regards  fresh  business,  it  is  said  that  certain 
large  English  makers  have  revised  existing  contracts,  show- 
ing a  reduction  of  Id.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — At  the  auction  of  cinchona  held  in  London 
on  Tuesday  1,271  packages  were  offered,  of  which  the  bulk 
sold  at  an  average  unit  of  1-rV^-  Per  lb.,  against  lg<7.  ob- 
tained at  the  last  sale,  but  unchanged  compared  with  the 
last  Amsterdam  auction.  Altogether  the  bark  represented 
about  1,600,000  oz.  of  quinine. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  offered  and 
sold: 

Packages  Packages 


Offered 

Sold 

East  Indian  cinchona 

897  of  which 

65* 

African  cinchona   

136 

78 

Ceylon  cinchona   

115 

7 

Java  cinchona  

67 

67 

Colombiancinchona  

56 

40 

1,271 

846 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  purchased 
by  the  principal  buyers  : 

Lbs. 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons.  Ltd   58,869 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  fac- 
tories   47,060 

Imperial  Quinine  Co.    22,940 

Agents  for  the  American  and  Italian  factories  21,880 
Agents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  fac- 
tories   15,080 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory    13,871 

Druggists,  etc.    45,976 

Total  quantity  sold   225,686 

Bought  in    86,022 

Total  quantity  offered   311,708 

The  prices  paid  were  as  follows  :  Java,  Ledgeriana  rich  stem 
chips  S|tf.  to  81<:Z.,  branch  and  twigs  3frf.  to  bd.  Hybrid,  stem 
chips  4fcZ.,  branch  ditto  5^1.  to  3gf?.,  and  hybrid  root  4|</.  to 
Q%d.  South  American,  Colombian  stem  chips  3gcZ.  ;  a  bid  of 
bd.  was  to  be  submitted  for  the  best  lots.  African,  Succi- 
rubra  quill  4^t7.  to  5^d.,  broken  quill  and  quillings  3J</.  to  4£<£. 
Ceylon,  silvery  red  quill  (7  bags)  3d.  ;  l%d.  refused  for  original 
red  stem  chips  and  branch.  East  Indian,  Ledgeriana  stem 
chips  5}d.  to  bid.,  branch  at  5^d.  to  3jrf.  Officinalis,  original 
stem  chips  and  shavings  l^d.  to  4|rf.,  renewed  ditto  4(7.  to 
5|c?.  Stem  and  branch  3X(7.  to  3g(Z.,  branch  2^d.  to  2\d.,  ordi- 
nary to  good  root  2'&d.  to  5|c7.   Good  thin  quill  b^d.,  and  mossy 
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5£<2.   Red,  original  stem  chips  and  shavings  2|rf.  to  i{d.,  and 
renewed  ditto  Ad.  to  5|(7.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  Java  during  the  first  half  of  the  month 
amounted  to  577,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against  665,000^  Amst.  lbs. 
and  621,800  Amst.  lbs.  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  1904 
and  1903. 

The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  June  8  will  con- 
sist of  8,606  packages — viz.,  1,299  bales  and  313  cases  of 
Succirubra  and  6,994  bales  of  Ledgeriana,  hybrid,  etc. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Ordinary  brands  of  sulphate  have 
eased  a  further  5s.  per  ton  to  201.  5.s\,  and  for  Liverpool 
207.  15s.  to  211.  is  quoted.  The  article  has  proved  dis- 
appointing so  far,  and  the  curtailed  demand  abroad  and  the 
"late  season"  have  brought  out  the  recent  lower  range  of 
prices.  It  is  quite  possible,  however,  that  it  would  not  take 
much  buying  to  produce  a  decided  reaction,  as  the  actual 
position  is  regarded  as  strong. 

Coriander  is  quiet.  East  India  is  quoted  19s.,  Russian 
38s.,  and  Morocco  45s.  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  flat,  98-per-cent.  powder  being  obtain- 
able at  80s.  and  95-per-cent.  at  78s.  per  cwt. 

Cumin-seed  is  dearer;  fair  Mogador  is  held  for  27s.  6(7. 
per  cwt.,  and  Malta  is  quoted  20s. 

Digitalis  of  the  new  crop  is  quoted  at  from  32s.  to  34s., 
c.i.f. 

Fenugreek  is  dearer ;  common  to  good  Morocco  is  selling 
at  from  9s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  cwt.  for  small  lots.  East  Indian 
is  offered  at  8s.  6d.  on  the  spot. 

Golden  Seal. — The  offering  of  the  less-esteemed  spring- 
dug  root  for  shipment  at  the  recent  lower  prices  has  brought 
about  an  easier  feeling  in  the  autumn-dug.  small  spot  sales 
having  been  made  at  6s.  Id.  net. 

Insect-powder  is  selling  freely,  common  stuff  offering  at 
from  4J;d.  up  to  8d.  per  lb.  for  a  good  useful  powder.  Good 
open  Dalmatian  flowers  are  quoted  57s.  per  cwt..  c.i.f.,  and 
closed  at  80s.,  c.i.f. 

Ipecacuanha. — Since  the  auctions  there  has  been  a  fair 
amount  of  inquiry,  with  sales  of  cultivated  Minas  at  4s.  10(7. 
per  lb. 

Lime-juice  quiet  at  from  lOd.  to  Is.  per  gallon  for  fair 
to  good  raw  West  Indian.  Commoner  qualities  are  obtain- 
able at  several  pence  less. 

Linseed  is  firm  at  from  41s.  to  43s.  per  quarter  for  clean 
quality. 

Liquorice-root. — Fine  decorticated  cut  is  offered  at 
from  35s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.,  and  fair  Syrian  decorticated 
sticks  at  18s.,  c.i.f.,  upwards. 

Menthol. — The  demand  is  mostly  for  jobbing  quantities 
at  6s.  7>d.  per  lb.,  spot,  for  Kobayashi,  no  interest  being 
shown  in  round  parcels.  Speculative  offers  of  the  new  crop 
for  December-February  shipment  have  been  made  at  5s.  9(7., 
c.i.f.,  but  no  sales  have  taken  place. 

Myrrh. — The  s.s.  Charterhouse,  from  Aden,  has  arrived 
with  44  bags. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  quoted  at  22/.  10s.  and 
201.  10s.  per  ton  for  first  and  seconds  respectively  for 
prompt  or  June  delivery,  and  237.  and  211.  for  July  to 
December  delivery,  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Clove. — Competition  is  extremely  keen,  and  it  is 
probable  that  a  reduction  will  follow,  owing  to  underselling 
on  the  part  of  one  of  the  large  English  drawers. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Private  advices  from  Norway  intimate 
that  there  is  less  anxiety  to  sell  at  the  present  low  prices  and 
that  holders  prefer  to  wait,  anticipating  an  improvement 
when  the  full  result  of  the  fishing  is  known  and  they  are 
in  a  better  position  to  judge  what  quantity  will  be  available. 
Meanwhile  it  is  asserted  that  the  producers  of  steam-refined 
oil  are  unable  to  make  a  profit,  which  is  the  principal  reason 
for  holding  back.  There  is  a  fair  inquiry  in  London,  and 
agents  for  the  best  brands  quote  from  70s.  to  75s.  per  barrel, 
c.i.f. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  May  15  that  ''Our 
cod-fishing  during  the  past  week  gave  about  the  same  output 
as  in  the  corresponding  week  of  last  year.  The  official  reports 
show  the  following  numbers: 

May  15,  1905.  May  18,  1904.  May  20,  1903. 
Cods  (millions)  ...    38,479  42,671  40,560 

Cod-liver  oil  (brls.)    30,501  12,322  2,108 

'    Cod-liver  for  raw 

oils  (hect.)      ...     9,000  6,677  6,176 


The  Finmarken  fishing  this  week  gave  1,200  barrels  of  cod- 
liver  oil  and  1,000  hect.  of  liver  for  raw  oil.  The  fishing  in 
the  western  places  is  still  continued,  although  decreasing; 
in  the  eastern  places  the  fishing  is  partly  rich  and  favoured 
by  calm  weather.  Want  of  bait  in  many  places  is  hindering 
the  fishinsr.  Our  oil-market  is  a  little  firmer,  and  holders 
are  not  so  disposed  to  accept  the  latest  price  of  67s.,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  finest  Lofoten  non-congealing  cod-liver  oil.  The 
future  will  decide  whether  this  is  due  to  local  speculation 
only,  or  to  increasing  demand  from  abroad.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  3,024  barrels,  against 
2,783  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Lemon,  quiet  at  2s.  Ad.  per  lb.  s^ot  for  good 
brands. 

Oil,  Neroli. — Reports  are  current  that  this  will  be  con- 
siderably dearer  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  very  small  crop 
will  be  distilled  in  the  South  of  France.  Holders  are  there- 
fore asking  advanced  rates,  and  prices  in  one  instance  have 
advanced  3s.  per  oz.  ;  finest  quality  is  worth  about  15s.  per 
oz.  According  to  recent  advices  several  of  the  French 
essential  oils  are  likely  to  be  scarce  and  dear  again  this 
year. 

Oil,  Peppermint,  is  quiet,  with  sellers  of  Kobayashi  brand 
of  Japanese  dementholised  Peppermint  oil  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb., 
spot,  and  for  American  H.G.H.  15s.  3(7.  to  15s.  6d.  has 
been  paid  for  small  lots.  Wayne  County  has  been  sold  in 
small  quantities  at  from  13s.  to  14s.  per  lb.,  according  to 
brand. 

Oils,  Fixed. — American  Turpentine  has  advanced  about 
2s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  on  the  week,  closing  strong  at  48s.  9(7..  spot. 
Linseed  in  barrels  has  advanced  to  19s.  10g</.,  and  to 
19s.  6(7.  in  pipes.  Refined  liupe  is  firmer  at  24s.,  and  23s. 
for  ordinary  brown.  Cocoanut  is  unaltered  at  34s.  9(7.  for 
Cochin,  and  29s.  for  Ceylon.    Lagos  Palm  oil  is  quoted  26s. 

Opium. — There  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  business  this 
week  at  unaltered  prices,  including  sales  of  Persian,  mostly 
for  export,  at  from  14s.  6(7.  to  15s.  6(7.  per  lb.  for  common 
to  good.  Seconds  to  fine  Tokats  have  also  been  dealt  in  at 
from  8s.  9(7.  to  lis.  per  lb.,  mostly  for  home  manufac- 
turers.   "Druggists'"  opium  is  neglected. 

Smyrna,  May  6. — An  order  for  100  cases  of  common 
and  current  tale  quale  has  been  executed  for  America, 
and  this  has  made  holders  of  the  finer  grades  more  reluctant 
to  sell,  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  37  cases  have  been 
sold.  The  sales  during  the  week  have  been  as  follows  :  One 
hundred  cases  common  and  current  quality  at  the  equiva- 
lents of  from  7s.  5(7.  to  7s.  8(7.,  17  cases  Yerli  t.q.  at  from 
8s.  1(7.  to  8s.  7(7.,  and  20  cases  inspected  Karahissar  at  8s.  2(7. 
The  market  closes  firm,  with  buyers  of  fine  quality,  and 
the  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to  4,680  cases,  against  2,004 
cases  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year.  Advices  from 
the  Interior  this  week  specify  that  the  low  plateaus  of  Yerli 
are  those  which  have  suffered  most  from  the  bad  weather. 

Smyrna,  May  12. — The  sales  this  week  on  our  market 
amount  to  43  cases,  including  20  cases  for  America  and  21 
cases  for  the  Continent.  Rich  Yerlis  are  becoming  very 
scarce,  and  sellers  are  more  reserved.  On  the  other  hand, 
our  market  is  easy  for  common  and  selected  mixed  manufac- 
turing. We  fully  expect  higher  prices  will  be  established 
later  on,  and  in  sympathy  with  the  new  and  old  rich  grades 
the  common  qualities  may  also  advance  in  price.  The  arrivals 
in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4,525  cases,  against  1,819  cases 
at  the  same  period  last  year. 

Potash  Chlorate — Crystals  on  the  spot  are  quoted  3|(7. 
to  3^(7.  per  lb.  net.,  and  soda  chlorate  at  3|(7.  to  3^(7., 
according  to  quantity,  destination,  etc. 

Quinine. — Both  the  English  and  German  makers  have 
made  a  further  reduction  of  {d.  per  oz.,  and  now  quote  10^(7. 
for  sulphate  in  bulk.  Howards  quote  llj(7.  and  Whiffen's 
10j(7.  All  the  minor  salts  have  been  reduced,  the  present 
price  for  hydrochloride  being  Is.  2^(7.,  salicylate  Is.  2^d., 
and  citrate  Is.  3(7.  per  oz.  There  is  no  speculative  business 
to  report  from  second  hands,  sellers  asking  9j(7.  for  recent 
make  of  good  German  brands  of  sulphate,  with  little  offered 
at  these  low  prices.  There  are  large  buyers  at  9^(7.,  but 
sellers  are  few,  as  it  is  thought  prices  will  improve.  Sugar 
has  for  some  time  past  required  all  the  attention  of  most 
of  the  leading  quinine  speculators,  and  this  is  advanced  as  a 
reason  for  the  long-continued  absence  of  speculation.  A 
new  brand  of  British  quinine  has  appeared  on  the  market ;  it 
is  the  latest  addition  to  the  "  Wellcome  "  brand  of  chemicals. 

The  Amsterdam  quinine  works  reduced  their  price  on 
May  15  by  If.  per  kilo.,  and  now  quote  Ed.  II.  at  18if.,  and 
Ed.' III.  at  21if.  per  kilo. 
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Saffron  is  steady  at  from  27s.  bd.  to  28.?.  bd.  per  lb.  net 
for  B.P.  quality. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  for  shipment  is  quoted  4g«\  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.  terms.  The  arrivals  include  25  of  grey  Jamaica 
which  will  probably  be  offered  next  week. 

Senega. — There  are  a  few  inquiries  on  the  market,  and 
spot  scarcity  keeps  the  market  firm  at  last  week's  prices. 

Shellac. — Spot  prices  are  unaltered  at  last  week's  decline, 
fair  second  Orange  TN  selling  on  a  basis  of  142s.  6a!.  per 
cwt. 

Spices. — At  auction  Jamaica  Ginger  met  with  an  excellent 
demand,  practically  400  packages  selling  at  extreme  prices 
for  bold  lots,  an  advance  of  from  3s.  to  5s.  for  fair  to 
good,  and  about  Is.  dearer  for  common.  Good  to  fine 
brought  50s.  bd.  to  67s.  6d.,  with  one  lot  at  74s. ;  small  to 
fair  washed,  41s.  6d.  to  48s. ;  fair  to  good  common,  35s.  6d. 
to  40s.  ;  common,  33s.  to  34s.  6d.  ;  rough  common,  30s.  to 
30s.  6d.  ;  Rhatoon  in  barrels  and  bags,  29s. ;  common  small, 
32s.  to  33s.  per  cwt.  Cochin  and  Calicut  met  with  practi- 
cally no  demand  ;  ordinary  dull  small  cut  Cochin  was  bought 
in  at  30s.,  and  unsorted  native  cut  36s.  Although  there  is 
a  fair  stock  of  Jamaica  ginger  in  London,  the  bulk  of  it  is 
of  poor  quality.  Tellicherry  Pepper  sold  at  steady  prices, 
including  good  bold  at  b^d.,  good  heavy  small  at  5|cZ.  to 
5^(7.  ;  Ceylon  was  bought  in  at  5-^d.  The  spot  sales  pri- 
vately include  fair  Singapore  at  b%d.,  and  to  arrive  distant 
shipment  is  quoted  b^d.  Good  bold  White  Singapore  in 
auction  was  bought  in  at  9^d.,  and  privately  there  are 
buyers  at  7J(Z.,  spot,  being  firmer;  fair  Penang  is  quoted 
l%d.  Small  sales  of  fair  Pimento  have  been  made  at  2§(7. 
Chillies  slow  of  sale,  good  Nyasaland  selling  at  34s.,  good 
large  red  Japanese  at  35s.  Small  yellow  and  reddish 
Egyptian  capsicums  off  stalk  were  bought  in  at  30s.,  and 
starky  Spanish  on  strings  sold  at  19s.  Nutmegs  and  Mace 
were  dull  of  sale.  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at 
b-^d.,  and  fair  Penang  at  lid.  Moderate  sales  of  Zanzibar 
have  been  made  on  the  spot  at  bd.  to  b^d.  for  fair,  according 
to  quantity  and  prompt.  The  delivery  market  has  been 
much  quieter,  prices  having  slightly  receded ;  June-August 
delivery  has  been  sold  at  4f(Z.,  and  August-October  at  4§(Z. 

Thymol. — One  of  the  largest  makers  has  advanced  his 
price  bd.  to  Is.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Wax,  Carnatjba. — A  Continental  report  states  that  the 
high  prices  hinder  regular  consumptive  business,  only  abso- 
lute requirements  being  covered  for  fear  of  a  further  decline, 
although,  judging  from  the  reports  from  Brazil,  such  can 
scarcely  be  expected.  It  is  said  that  the  article  is  there 
controlled  by  a  convention,  which  is  even  endeavouring  to 
bring  about  higher  prices.    Grey  is  worth  140s.  on  the  spot. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Some  large  purchases  at  up  to  44s.  per 
cwt.  has  brought  about  a  temporary  spot  scarcity  and  firmer 
feeling,  holders  now  asking  47.s.  bd.  For  shipment  a  good 
business  has  been  done  at  from  39s.  bd.,  c.i.f.,  upwards. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  fairly  decent  general 
demand  in  the  heavy  chemical  market  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  describe  business  as  other  than  being  on  the  quiet  side. 
Deliveries  against  contracts  are  fair,  but  actual  new  business 
is  not  very  plentiful.  As  regards  values  there  is  little  of 
moment  to  be  mentioned,  as  there  are  practically  no  changes 
of  any  special  importance. 

Alkali-produce. — Caustic  soda  and  bleaching-powder  are 
moving  better,  particularly  on  export  account.  Ammonia 
alkali  continues  to  move  briskly,  while  other  main  products, 
with  the  exception  of  saltcake,  are  in  fair  request  at  recent 
rates.  "  , 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  continues  to  maintain  a  steady  tone, 
and  as  the  inquiry  is  rather  better  the  tendency  of  prices  is 
towards  advancement.  Present  nearest  values  are :  Beckton 
12?.  16s.  3(7.,  Beckton  terms  121.  12s.  bd.,  London  121.  lis.  9(7. 
to  121.  15s.,  Leith  121.  lbs.  3d,  to  121.  lis.  bd.,  and  Hull  121.  10s. 

Calcium  Chloride.— Demand  is  on  the  quiet  side,  and 
prices,  although  nominally  unchanged,  have  an  easing  ten- 
dency. Nominal  figures  50s.  to  55s.  per  ton,  free  on  board  or 
free  on  rails. 

Satinite  is  in  increased  demand  both  on  home  and  export 
account  at  unchanged  figures  of  55s.  to  60s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  or 
f.o.b. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  are  in  fair  request.  The 
former  for  English  and  Scotch  deliveries  stands  at  3d.  per  lb 
less  2£  per  cent.   Glasgow,   and  for  export  2%d.  per  lb  ' 
net,   f.o.b.   Glasgow.     Bichromate   of  soda.    English  and 


Scotch  deliveries,  2{d,  per  lb.,  less  2^  per  cent.  Glasgow, 
and  export  2d.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Benzols  are  rather  quiet,  with  prices  a  trifle  better  and 
firmer :  90  per  cent.  8^(7.  to  9(7.  and  50  per  cent.  lid.  to  8(7.  per 
gal.  Aniline  oil  and  salts  in  moderate  request  at  recent  rates 
of  5?(7.  and  5(7.  per  lb.  respectively. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  May  17. 

Acid,  Citric— Foreign  is  quoted  Is.  1^(7.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  less  5  per  cent. 

Acid,  Tartaric— Quiet  at  101(7.  to  11^(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  offered  for  near  arrival  at  22s.  per 
cwt.  ex-quay. 

Beeswax. — The  sales  include  ten  bags  of  Chilian  at 
77.  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Castor  Oil. — Good  seconds  Calcutta  continues  in  good 
demand  with  sales  at  2jf  (?.  to  276d.  per  lb.,  and  holders  are  now 
firm  at  the  latter  figure.  For  shipment  2ff(7.  to  3(7.  is  wanted. 
In  the  presence  of  further  arrivals  of  first-pressure  French 
the  spot  price  is  2^(7.  to  2-fed.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity, 
and  for  shipment  the  quotation  is  unchanged  at  227.  5s.  per 
ton,  f.o.b.  Marseilles. 

Fenugreek-seed. — Fair  sales  have  been  made  on  the  spot 
at  8s.  9(7.  per  owt.,  less  lj  per  cent,  gross  weights. 

Ginger. — African  is  somewhat  firmer  at  20s.  per  cwt., 
transit,  both  on  the  spot  and  to  arrive. 

Guinea  Grains. — There  have  been  small  sales  at  36s.  per 
cwt. ;  stocks  are  getting  into  very  small  compass. 

Quillaia  Bark.— Three  tons  have  been  sold  at  177.  2s.  6(7. 
per  ton. 

Turmeric— Fifty  bags  Madras  finger  have  been  sold  at 
17s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  May  16. 

Business  is  still  very  quiet,  and  little  of  interest  is  transpir- 
ing in  the  drug-market. 

Aloes. — Cape  is  quoted  60m.  per  100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  firmer  at  41m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refined  has  been  reduced  to  675m.  per  100  kilos., . 
and  second  hands  will  take  a  little  less. 

Cantharides  on  the  spot  is  firm  at  10m.  per  kilo. 

Carnauba  Wax. — Yellow  is  very  scarce,  and  quoted  410m.  to- 
415m.  per  100  kilos,  while  grey  quality  is  unchanged  at  280m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quiet  at  62£m.  per  100  kilos. 

Condurango  is  dull  at  55m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  quiet  at  237m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  also  quiet  at  280m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden  Seal  is  tending  lower  at  14|m.  per  kilo. 

J apan  Wax  shows  a  firmer  tendency  ;  spot  is  quoted  85m., . 
and  forward  80m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodicm  is  also  declining;  spot  is  quoted  735m.  per 
100  kilos,  in  cases. 

Menthol  is  very  quiet  at  14im.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  has  been  reduced  to  29m.  per  kilo. 

American  Drug-market. 

.     .  .  New  York,  May  9. 

Business  continues  quite  dull,  and  there  is  little  heavy 
demand  of  any  kind. 

Aloes.— Recent  arrivals  of  Curagao  have  all  been  taken  up 
at  3gc,  and  the  market  has  an  upward  tendency. 

Beeswax  is  quiet  but  steady,  with  crude  held  at  32c.  and 
selected  at  33c. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— Central  American  is  easier,  but  quotations 
show  no  material  change,  30c.  being  asked  for  prime.  Para 
is  scarce,  and  but  little  is  available  at  34c.  to  35c.  Thin  Bahia 
is  being  freely  offered  as  a  substitute. 

Camphor.— Domestic  refiners  have  reduced  quotations  to  68c. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  a  trifle  firmer,  and  6^c.  is  asked  for  spot 
goods. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  weak,  and  dealers  are  awaiting  the  turn  of 
the  market.  The  spot  quotation  is  $27.00,  but  $26.00  would 
be  accepted,  and  the  lay-down  cost  at  present  is  below  this 
figure. 

Bromides  are  quiet  and  unchanged.  Sodium  is  selling 
treely  at  the  advance  to  20c,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds  are 
more  plentiful.  Some  small  shipments  of  American  bromides 
are  being  sent  to  Germany. 

Jala.p;~ New  root  continues  to  arrive,  and  supplies  are 
available  at  8c.  Old  resinous  root  is  held  at  10c  to  11c 

Menthol  continues  to  arrive,  and  quotations  are  still 
dropping.   Spot  values  are  $1.85,  but  probably  less  would  buy 

Oil  of  Peppermint  is  now  openly  offered  at  $2.80,  and 
holders  in  the  West  are  anxious  to  sell.  Offers  at  $2.75  would 
be  accepted,  and  $3.30  for  bottled  oil.  The  tendency  is  to  a 
lower  figure  still. 

Quinine  is  somewhat  unsettled,  but  dealers  will  not  sell 
below  20c.  for  Java  and  20ic  for  German. 

Sarsaparilla.— Mexican  is  coming  forward  freolv  and 
quotations  are  easy  at  8ie.  to  9c. 


